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TO BETHLEHEM 
BY CANDLELIGHT 


PAUL D. LEEDY 


Ry 


“his article contains the practical wisdom concerning 
Christmas candlelight services which I have learned in 
itudying how to improve the service in my own church 
wer a fifteen years’ period. 


Cle 


4 CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 


* *%ANDLELIGHT services are becoming 

yearly more popular in the Christmas 
J worship of the church. There is some- 
ning in the very nature of the mellow, golden 
ight of slender, white tapers that seems to 
sarmonize perfectly with the spirit of the 
‘uletide. There are few services of the church 
which have more possibilities for creating the 
‘irit of real worship than the Christmas fes- 
ival of lights. It is likewise true that there 
ire few occasions that demand more discrim- 
nation and care in planning. 


- The service of lights is not a new innovation 
if the church. It dates from earliest times, 
md during the middle ages it reached its 
lighest perfection in the Christmas mass of 
ne European cathedrals where, amid the glory 
‘f countless tapers, liturgy, scripture and mu- 
ic combined to create the apotheosis of wor- 
nip to the Christ child, with the whole na- 
‘vity story represented by the creche in one 
corner of the great church. The candlelight 
ervice of the Protestant church is simply an 
daptation of this service of medieval times. 
Every church, because of differences in 
wchitectural arrangement and liturgy, will 
‘eed to work out the type of service that most 
verfectly fulfills the general aim of the Christ- 
nas candlelight tradition. Here it is possible 
mly to give several general suggestions. 
More than anything else there should be 
integration of every element of the service 


wocust Street Methodist Church, 
Vrightsville, Pennsylvania. 


vecember, 1941 


Interior View of the Locust Street Methodist Church 
showing arrangement of tapers within the chancel for 
Christmas Candlelight Service. 


which will produce the unconscious, yet never- 
theless definite, sense of harmony. Anything 
which tends to mar the harmonious simplicity 
of the whole service is out of place. Many 
pastors find this point hard to accept. They 
feel that a unique or novel idea will high- 
light the occasion. Invariably it detracts. There 
is something about candlelight itself which sets 
the mood of the hour. 

Before you plan your service, do this: Go 
into your sanctuary at eventide with one, or 
better, three, tall, white tapers. Light them. 
Do not turn on the electric lights. Sit down. 
Contemplate the magic beauty and simplicity 
which candlelight alone gives to the church. 
It is the kind of simplicity that harmonizes 
with the loveliest story in all the world: a 
story of a mother and her child, of shepherds 
and infinite twinkling stars and angels’ song. 
No matter how drab your church may look in 
daytime, or under the glare of electricity, 
candlelight transforms your sanctuary into a 
mysterious realm of shadow and peacefulness. 
It sets the stage, as it were, for the Christmas 
theme. Here is harmony—a harmony that must 
not be marred. 

I have been to countless services where the 
pet idea of someone has simply ruined the 
reverent loveliness of an otherwise beautiful 
setting. A glaring electric cross, the artificiality 


Page 603 


of a set of electric tapers, and worst of all, 
an electric chandelier lighted, and showing up 
all the angular nooks and crannies of the sanc- 
tuary which candlelight would soften and con- 
ceal, simply do not belong to such an occasion. 

Try this. After you have contemplated the 
sheer loveliness of candlelight in your church, 
turn on an electric light. Notice how the elec- 
tric glare simply kills the effect you had for- 
merly. It does not harmonize. Always, always, 
harmony is the key word of the candlelight 
service. Everything in the service must har- 
monize with everything else, and more than 
that, with the beautiful dignity and simplicity 
that is the spirit of Christmas. Lights, music 
and the spoken word must all have their place, 
yet they must form parts of an integrated 
whole, which in its total effect, weaves the 
magic of Bethlehem’s story anew into the 
hearts of the worshippers. 


Lights, first. We have spoken about the 
quality of the light itself. But it is not enough 
to have just candlelight—or rather, to have 
candles lighted—for the sole purpose of illu- 
mination. One of the high points of my candle- 
light service is always the explanation of the 
symbolism of the light. Each taper has its 
place. Each point of fire a message to pro- 
claim. For instance: clusters of three, seven 
and twelve lights from tapers of correspond- 
ingly different heights are common in my 
Christmas sanctuary. On the pulpit, higher 
than all the other lights in the sanctuary are 
three long, slender tapers each capped with 
fire. These are immediately before and above 
the Holy Bible. They represent the Trinity; 
they shed light upon God’s Word to man! 
On either side of the pulpit a seven-branched 
candelabra with lights in pyramidal arrange- 
ment represent in one instance the seven 
Churches of Asia, virgin points of Light in a 
pagan world; and again, the seven traditional 
visitors to the Bethlehem manger: the four 
shepherds and the three Magi. Together with 
the Trinity lights these three clusters signify 
the Holy Family: Mary, on one hand, Joseph 
on the other, and the Christ Child—incarnate 
Trinity—in the center. 

Immediately before, and below the slender 
Trinity candles is a rather ornate candelabra 
holding seven lights, also triangularly arranged. 
They represent collectively the principle of 
Infinite Perfection. Seven was always the an- 
cient numerical representation of this virtue 
and the lights remind the worshippers of the 
words of Christ, “Be ye perfect even as your 
Father,’ and likewise of the words of the 
Psalmist, “The Law of the Lord is perfect.” 

One seven-branched candelabra, with lights 
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sloping toward the Perfection-arrangement in 
the center of the chancel, four identical can 
delabra represent variously the seven _lasi 
words on the cross, the seven loaves and thi 
seven basketsful taken up at the feeding o 
the five thousand, the seven stars and th 
seven Spirits of God. 

To give illumination throughout the sanc} 
tuary there are also arranged at each window 
three, or seven, depending upon the width ot 
the aperture, candles emblematic in the forme 
case of Trinity and in the latter of the Perfec' 
Spirit of the Deity enlightening the world 
The window tapers are reminiscent of th 
injunction from the Mount, “Let your light s 


good works and glorify.” 
rail I have often arranged twelve lights rep 
resentative of the holy apostles. And I neve 
fail to call to the attention of the congregatio 
that the very fact of light itself is suggestiv 
of the verses: “I am the Light of the world, 
and similarly, “Ye are the light of the world.’ 
The use of lights elsewhere can be beautifu 
and effective. In the processional the choi 
enters the sanctuary each carrying a lighted 
taper. During the singing of the final hymuy 
I have had candles distributed throughout th 
congregation. Then as “Silent Night, Holy 
Night” is sung the ushers come forward, eac 
with a taper. They significantly have thei 
tapers lighted from one which the pastor hold: 
and which in turn was lighted from the mid| 
dle taper of the Trinity group. The usher! 
pass down the aisles of the church lighting th 
candle of the end-person in each pew, instruct} 
ing them to pass the light along to their neigh 
bors. The pageantry and symbolism of th 
whole is impressive as the sanctuary graduall 
brightens and the shadows flee as hundreds o; 
burning tapers are held aloft. On the “amen’ 
of the hymn the congregation is asked to ex| 
tinguish its lights. The choir, with their taper! 
still burning, after the benediction, wend thei! 
luminous way out of the sanctuary singing { 
triumphant recessional. 
Now the music of the service. There is n¢ 
more beautiful music in the world than thi 
traditional Christmas music. A cheap cantati 
can never hold the dignity and beauty of carol] 
which have lived through the centuries. 
have at times simply featured the carols o 
all nations sung by the choir. From Englan( 
has come the “Westminster Carol,” “Green 
sleeves,” “The Waits’ Carol,” “Good Christia! 
Men, Rejoice,” “I Saw Three Ships,” and man’ 
more. France has given us “Cantique de Noel, 
“The First Nowell,” “Chantons! Bargies, Noue 
(Continued on page 654) 
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OW eeltawar OH EIN SETS woul ARs: 


OT LONG AGO there appeared 
in our newspapers an account of 
hundreds ill in one of our large 
cities. The people of that city 
were flocking to the health cen- 

rs for anti-typhoid inoculations. As a pre- 
ution the drinking water was being boiled. 
That had happened? The report stated that 
workman had inadvertently turned the wrong 
lve, allowing river water into the regular 
iannels of fresh drinking water. Six million 
ulons of the untreated water had entered the 
pes before the situation was discovered. This 
cident brings very forcefully to our minds 
ie fact that in the long history of man some- 
ing has entered in to pollute the blood 
ream of life. A clue to that pollution is to 
» found in the story of Adam and Eve in the 
»0k of Genesis. Then later there is the rec- 
d in the Old Testament of an attempt to 
eanse this bloodstream by mere water, but 
afortunately the pollution reappeared. So in 
ie Providential Mind there was devised the 
an of a living, personal Saviour as the way 
cleanse the stream of human life. 
Thus we find in that Christmas story some 


RALPH P. 


amble shepherds receiving a stirring vision as 
fey were tending their flock by night: “And 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
hd the glory of the Lord shone round about 


fem: and they were sore afraid. And the 
gel said unto them, fear not; for, behold, 


wrth Platte, Nebraska 
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I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” It is evident that fear and 
sin have entered the blood stream of life and 
God saw that only good will and love should 
bring about a purification. 

We are always impressed with those shep- 
herds as they responded to the vision in all of 
its glory. It is clear that not all shepherds 
would have heard and seen what they did that 
hopeful night on the Palestinian hills. They 
had the capacity to receive that heavenly song 
and assurance and they had the sensitivity to 
heed the angelic chorus and message. 

A vision is ever awe-inspiring. When the 
glory shines round about, it is natural to have 
the reaction of the shepherds—the tendency to 
fear or be perplexed. Is that not a common 
experience? 

The messenger brought this pointed and 
appropriate word to the shepherds and thus 
to us today: “Fear not.” How vital that thought 
is in our contemporary bewilderment. Even 
though we recognize sooner or later that life 
is basically difficult and trouble abounds on 


every hand it is essential to have the striking 
assurance to fear not. Our satisfaction comes 
through victory over our environment and all 
that is a part of life. Even though we realize 
that the capacity to endure is one of the marks 
of nobility, the reassuring message of the an- 
gels is ever needed. Even though our best is 
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often brought out by distress and adversity, 
that consoling statement of the angelic chorus 
strikes an understanding chord. 

The words “Fear not” backed by the Eternal 
God brings us to the heart of Christianity. It 
is not only fear not, it follows that good tidings 
of great joy shall be given to all peoples. And 
those good tidings involve a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord, and it is well to take par- 
ticular note that this Saviour is not abstract, 
but living and personal. 

In addition to the urgency of the removal 
of the fears of men what more is needed 
than a Saviour? We are in need of redemp- 
tion. We are in need of being born again. 
We are in need of right relations: with our- 
selves, with others, with God. This is the plan 
behind Christmas and that is why Christmas 
is eternal. This Christ, the Redeemer of man- 
kind, is not only a personal Redeemer, He is 
the only One who can cleanse the blood 


d 
| 


Whe basic defect in 


stream of society. The Christmas season bring 
very forcibly to our hearts that man and co) 
lective man must be reborn to a higher leve! 

We have but one hope today! That hop 
lies in our turning to God through Christ fo 
spiritual cleansing and renewal. It is certai 
that much in our present civilization ought no 
to be preserved, but the best of it ought t 
have a place in the day that is ahead. Th 
spirit of Christ can make for the day that i 
based on good will and peace. 

When Sir Edward Grey, after making a las 
desperate effort to avert war in 1914, stoo 
early one morning observing the lights o 
London going out one by one, he said, “Th 
lights are going out all over Europe. The 
will not be relit in our time.” It is true tha 
the lights have been going out all over th 
world, but in the midst of our day with al 
of its darkness and gloom the Light of Chris 
is still here. 


MODERN PSYCHOLOGY | 


RICHARD HAMMONS 


ments in conditions and methods that 

modern educators have introduced into our 
schools. A sweeping denial would only brand 
one as hopelessly blind and reactionary. 

On the other hand, educators themselves 
recognize the imperfection of the present 
educational system and the experimental char- 
acter of many of their proposals. Their con- 
tinual attempts at change are ample proof of 
that. 

And we Christian educators must learn to 
be slow to adopt new methods. It behooves 
us to examine the backgrounds of every pro- 
posed change. If we do not, we may find 
ourselves in the embarrassing position of ap- 
proving an educational program that implies 
the denial of fundamental Christian truths. 
How real this danger is may be illustrated by 
examining the basic principles of modern psy- 
chology that underlie much of our present 
educational system. 

Chicago, Illinois. 


[: WOULD be foolish to deny the improve- 
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Educators assume a rather peculiar attitud 
in regard to educational psychology. On th 
one hand, they point out that psychology is 
science in its infancy, and must be develope; 
by trial and error. They ask us to be patien 
On the other hand, they are often dogmay 
and resentful of criticism. 

It is not my purpose to discuss education: 
methods in detail, or to criticize suggeste 
changes in education. Rather let me go behin 
mere methods, and point out the basic defec 
of child-psychology, from the Christian stanc 
point. 

There are several ways of stating this basi 
defect, or rather, I should say, it has sever: 
aspects. | 

The first one is the apparent repudiation c 
any rational psychology. By that I mean, th 
apparent lack of any theory about the natut 
of man. The modern psychologist claims t 
have no theories about the nature of th 
human soul. (Wm. James, Psychology, Briefe 


The wt 


jurse, pp.176--81). 
‘he Christion psychologist or educator can- 
* ignore the existence of the spiritual soul. 
‘3 experimental psychology must be colored 
his conviction that man is essentially made 
of an animal body and a spiritual soul. 
‘The modern psychologist maintains that 
6 attitude is unscientific. The attitude of 
_ scientist must be disinterested. He must 
roach his experiments without precon- 
wed notions. (Tichener: Psychology, Sci- 
(2e oF Technology?—Pop. Science Monthly, 
4; 42-43: Thorndike: The Principles of 
aching, pp. 265-66). 
“Now that contention is one of these half- 
iths that are so difficult to refute. It is only 
artial truth that we must always keep an 
.2n mind in experiments. We cannot put on 
Al take off convictions like a garment. And 
do have convictions that are not dependent 
‘experiments. 
The error in this partial truth is the assump- 
_ that there is no knowledge except that 
‘physical science, subject to the control of 
sical experiment. Metaphysical science 
ven the name is in disrepute) has 
en relegated to the realm of fantastic specu- 
on. 
Yet all scientific experiment is based on the 
itaphysical principles: That every effect 
st have a cause; and that a thing cannot 
-and not be at the same time, under the 
ime aspect. Without these principles even 
»hysical experiment ceases to be scientific. 
‘t no physical experiment can prove these 
mciples, without first assuming them. Shall 
- call them uncertain? Then all science is 
Sertain. 
{But the fact is that modern psychologists ap- 
‘nach their experiments with as much bias 
“any old scholastic disputing over the number 
‘angels that could dance on the point of 
needle. The only difference is that while 
| Christian psychologist postulates a spiritual 
al, the materialist pre-judges that there 
‘not and cannot be any such thing. 
\By their own admission, such an attitude is 
scientific. The reasonable scientific attitude 
juld be to say to themselves: I am about to 
vestigate the workings of the human mind, 
4 will and emotions. I do not know what 
aclusions may result. I shall observe 
»man actions and reactions with scientific 
suracy. I shall record and co-ordinate them. 
vhall draw my conclusions from these facts. 
“the facts point to a mere animal nature, I 
ill so state my conclusion; if they point to 
thigher spiritual nature, I shall not shrink 
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from that conclusion either. 

I venture to say that no materialist- 
psychologist has ever gone into his laboratory 
thus unprejudiced. He cannot logically as- 
sume such an attitude, seeing that he is 
convinced beforehand that there. can be no 
spiritual soul. It is ridiculous to imagine that 
his conviction does not influence the con- 
clusions that he draws from his experiments, 
and even the experiments themselves. 

They further prove their unscientific 
attitude when they claim that they do not draw 
any conclusions on the nature of the soul. The 
pretense is that such conclusions are outside 
the field of science. But that pretense is only 
another way of saying that there is no science 
but material science. And it almost seems as 
though they are deliberately evading. 

In fact, it is necessary to close one’s eyes 
to the obvious differences between men and 
all other animals to remain a materialist. 

In a world where all other animals are ab- 
solutely at a standstill, and scarcely ever change 
their habits, except under extraordinary circum- 
stances or when trained by men, one would 
imagine that a psychologist ought to begin 
by explaining the differences between men and 
animals. Science does not progress by observ- 
ing similarities, but by explaining differences 
and arriving at new classifications. 

Anyone familiar with the language of text- 
books on psychology knows that, on the con- 
trary, they quietly assume that man is merely 
a higher animal. Yet the most superficial 
comparison between men and animals ought 
to lead at least to a suspicion of the very 
opposite. 

It surely ought to strike an educator that 
he would not dream of attempting to teach 
the cleverest animal the sum of concrete and 
abstract knowledge that he offers a child in 
the first grade. 

The differences are so_ striking that we 
would rather expect a real scientist to begin 
immediately to cast about for the cause. But 
the materialist is convinced that there cannot 
be any radical difference between men and 
animals, and he goes on from there. 

At least the Christian psychologist need not 
close his eyes to the obvious. And we have 
an explanation of the differences between men 
and animals; an explanation that really explains, 
like it or not. It is the simple fact that men 
are made up of an animal body and a spiritual 
soul. 

It is the refusal to recognize this simple 
fact that has thrown modern psychology into 
such hopeless confusion. Psychology is a 
difficult science at best. But the confusion, in- 
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coherence, loose definitions (often the mere 
school-boy trick of giving an example, instead 
of defining) could be avoided. Perhaps we 
ought not to be over-critical. They have 
undertaken an impossible task. They study a 
human being, actually made up of spirit and 
body, and try to explain his actions and reac- 
tions as though he were body only. It can- 
not be done. 

No materialist can explain the simple con- 
ception of the human mind by which we classi- 
fy many individual objects—such, let us say, as 
animals—under one image. 

No materialist can explain a judgment, or 
proposition in which we join subject and predi- 
cate; much less a series of such judgments that 
results in a conclusion. 

No materialist can explain even the existence 
of abstract ideas, even though he were to 
maintain that they are mere speculation. 

No materialist can explain the spiritual as- 
pirations that arise in human souls, even in the 
most degraded. The most fantastic ideas of 
religion and morality and immorality among 


axiom, nor a truism. “A _half-loaf is 

better than nothing.” That is a proverb, 
but it is not a maxim. “A whole is greater 
than any of its parts.” That is an axiom, but 
it is not a maxim. “Two and two make four.” 
That is a truism, but it is not a maxim. A 
maxim is different from any of these. A maxim 
is a solitary thing. A maxim is among sayings 
as diamonds among gems. A diamond is a 
bit of purest carbon compressed into a special 
form of crystallization; a maxim, a bit of purest 
wisdom compressed into a special form of 
expression. Diamonds are rare in our world, 
as maxims are rare in our language. The fact 
is there have never appeared but three maxims 
of the highest order. The first was spoken by 
a Greek; the second by a Roman; the third 
by a Jew; the first by Socrates; the second by 


\ MAXIM is neither a proverb, nor an 


Jersey City, New Jersey. 
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the lowest savages are impenetrable mysteric 
to a materialist. 

We Christians make a tactical mistake ; 
allowing them to overawe us with the ten 
“science.” It is time we recognized that the 
confused attempts to explain human nature ai 
not nearly as scientific as the old religious e 
planations that they ridicule. 

And there is another point that needs to 
stressed. 

Even supposing, for the sake of argumen 
that the Christian psychology were wrong, tl 
only harm done would be to value human b: 
ings higher than they really are, and | 
attempt to teach them to rise above the 
nature. 

On the contrary, supposing that the mate 
ialist psychology is wrong, the result mu 
be to drag human beings down to a ley 
below their real nature. 

As between these alternatives, the educat 
would seem to have no choice. Be he page 
or Christian, his professed life-work is to upli 
humanity. 


GREATEST MAXIMS 


A; He. Ga MORSE, D:D, PED: 


Marcus Aurelius; the third by Jesus. 

These three maxims represent the highe 
in three civilizations—the Greek, the Roma 
the Christian. They are equally brief; ea 
contains but two words—the three of them b 
six words; the interesting thing being that 
these six words, one is the same in each i 
stance. 

What then these maxims? The first, | 
Socrates—“Know thyself;” the second by Mz 
cus Aurelius—“Control thyself;” the third | 
Jesus—“Deny thyself.” All maxims, and in : 
ascending order. They cannot be transpose 
Combined, they afford a complete chart f 
human perfection. They are the last words 
education, in religion, in conduct. Self-knos 
edge, self-mastery, self-sacrifice; these thr 
and the greatest of these is self-sacrifice. Re 
resenting three civilizations—the Greek, t 
Roman, the Christian—these three, and t 
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atest of these, the Christian. Spoken by 
ee great teachers—by Socrates, by Marcus 
relius, by Jesus—these three, and the great- 
' of these is Jesus. 
‘What then, the difference? Only this, that 
sus is more than a teacher; He is a Saviour. 
»e others spoke words; He is the Word. The 
‘ners spoke wisely; He is wisdom itself. Soc- 
es said, “Know thyself,” and he died. That 
us as far as he could go. Marcus Aurelius 
ad, “Control thyself,” and he died. That was 
far as he could go. Jesus, too, said, “Know 
wself,” “Control thyself’; but He added, 
veny thyself’; and He died. But that wasn’t 
_ far as He could go. He arose from the 
ad, and thus opened the highway to life 
ever. There is no end to His way. His way, 
's life everlasting. 
Jesus does not deny other teachers—not 
‘crates; not Marcus Aurelius. He simply goes 


beyond them. Good to follow Socrates, and to 
know one’s self. Good to follow Marcus Aurel- 
ius and to control one’s self. The important 
thing is to follow Jesus and to deny one’s self. 
This, in a single word, is the supreme call 
of the gospel. “If any man will come after 
me,” said Jesus, “let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow me.” That, maybe, 
not all there is to the Christian experience, 
but it is at least its beginning. Moreover, it 
is all one can see of it in the present. It is, 
briefly, to follow Jesus. Then, looking up, one 
may see an innumerable host whom no man 
can number, out of every kindred and nation. 
and people and tongue. They are coming from 
the East, and the West and the North and the 
South. They differ in innumerable things, but 
are alike in this: they have all denied them- 
selves; are all following Jesus; are all bearing 
their crosses. That is, they are Christians. 


SB 


rf HEN we sense that it is impossible 
WV to read understandingly any of the 
great writers, poets, novelists, and 
‘amatists, since Chaucer without a knowledge 
| the Bible, should we marvel at liberal arts 
Meges including the literature of the Bible 
‘their curriculum? Any examination of col- 
Ze catalogs will indicate the steady growth 
these courses. Furthermore, another fair 
‘5t is the number of books on the market 
Reo for such courses. Ten years ago they 
{ere few; but now an ordinary college pro- 
‘sor cannot afford to own them all. 
In the light of the significance of the Bible, 
ould we marvel at those commonly-thought- 
/ godless institutions, the teachers colleges, 


if 


jhte Teachers College, 
‘Varney, Nebraska. 
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Rediscovery of 


THE BIBLE 


CALVIN T. RYAN 


First half of this article appears on 
page 556 of the November issue. 


insisting that those who expect to teach in 
our public schools should know something 
about the Bible? Not alone because it has 
been called the greatest book in the world. 
Not alone because it is a religious book, with- 
out which the Christian religion would lose 
much of its appeal. But primarily because the 
greatness of the book has influenced so much 
of the life and thinking of the people; hence 
one needs a knowledge of it to understand the 
great art, the great music, the great literature, 
and the great thoughts of the world. 
Likewise familiarity with what the Bible has 
meant in our literary, national, and social life, 
should make us happy that by the opening of 
the twentieth century states were not only 
permitting the reading of the Bible in public 
schools, but were actually requiring it. By 
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1980, according to Government Bulletin No. 
14, Bible reading in public schools was man- 
datory in eleven states; permitted by law in 
five states, and was interpreted as lawful in 
twenty of the thirty-two remaining states. No 
state now, I think, has a law forbidding the 
use of the Bible in its schools. 

We may not be able to set the date of this 
second discovery of the Bible, as we can the 
first event, but we are living through the pe- 
riod which began around the turn of the cen- 
tury. More and more evidence is being accu- 
mulated that more and more people are be- 
coming interested in the Bible. 

The Bible is both a single volume and a 
collection of books. It is a single book in that 
its central theme is continuous. It is a library 
in that the theme is developed by poetry and 
prose, and that unclassified literary form, 
prophecy. It is written by several authors, 
working over a long period of time. Part of 
it appeared before there was an alphabet in 
which to write it; so the Bible and the alpha- 
bet, like the Bible and printing, have gone 
hand in hand in their development. Every 
literary type with which the modern reader is 
accustomed can be found in this little library 
of sixty-six books. Poetry appears in variety 
from the little snatches of popularly known 
selections scattered through both Testaments, 
to the finished forms of the Psalms; or we may 
say here is the poetry of the people, poetry 
of the simple bards, and poetry of the divinely 
inspired poets. Here we have two of the most 
beautiful short-stories found in any literature— 
Esther and Ruth. For a real gem of condensa- 
tion and perfection of plot, for the original of 
all short stories, what about the Story of the 
Prodigal Son? For a dramatic monologue with 
a depth of passion that no Greek dramatist 
ever reached, what of Job? C. A. Dinsmore, 
than whom no other has written more en- 
lighteningly of the Bible, says: “Truth un- 
adorned does not live in the memory of men, 
but truth shaped and glowing with beauty.” 
Truth “shaped and glowing with beauty” we 
find in the Bible. 

John Ruskin once said, “The greatest thing 
a human soul ever does in this world is to 
see something, and tell what it saw in a plain 
way. . . . To see clearly is poetry, prophecy 
and religion—all in one.” 

In both the Old and the New Testament 
one finds writers who saw clearly and who 
were able to “tell what they saw in a plain 
way.” One thinks readily of Isaiah, of Job, 
of Ruth and Esther, of the Song of Songs, to 
mention only a few. Or in the New Testa- 
ment one thinks especially of the descriptions 
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of the crucifixion. Take any of the four gosp 
accounts and note how it is written. Tl 
writer keeps himself in the background. T] 
reader not only sees but feels what was ha; 
pening. How? By the effect those happe 
ings had upon the men and women presen 
the Roman soldiers, the disciples, the wome: 
even the elements. Each is a masterpiece | 
descriptive narration. It is truly “poetry, prop) 
ecy and religion—all in one.” There is nothir 
trivial, nothing crude; rather we have wh 
Dr. Edgar W. Work calls a profound sen 
of awe, accompanied by “a corresponding in 
pression of the mysterious import of hum 
life.” 

Yet we find people who are indifferent ~ 
the whole book, even antagonistic toward | 
Not so long ago a group of writers of nation 
reputation mentioned with some air of pric 
that they had never read the Bible, nor ev 
expected to. In commenting about this at 
tude, an editor of a national publication sa 
that in the course of his duties he read mar 
manuscripts, submitted by writers from tk 
country and from England. While he four 
the scholarship of the American comparab 
with that of the Englishman, he found # 
former’s style less pleasing. This, he wrot 
was accounted for by the fact that the Englis 
man was still brought up on the King Jam 
Version of the Bible. 

Many of our middle aged do not read tl 
Bible because they have inherited certain fal 
assumptions concerning the book. One of the 
is that the book is very, very dull and dr 
The Bible a dull bookP Find me one wi 
more excitement in itP Wars, love affai 
weddings, long adventures in strange lanc 
many miracles. All these are there. For o 
thing the writers of the Bible never spar 
their heroes; they were of the earth earth 
Then these people have been told that 3 
one believes the Bible these days. Well, I a 
not for the moment writing about its theolo 
ical content, or whether any of it is true. 
false. I am writing about the book for wh 
it is—a little library. Nevertheless, I think 4) 
fact that they are told no one believes t] 
book can be attributed to a half truth wide 
circulated. It originated from the false assum 
tion that Higher Criticism has disproved t] 
truths of the Bible. They do not differentia 
between truth and facts. 

They say the Bible contradicts itself. N 
if you know how to read it, know somethis 
about how it was written; know that man h 
had much to do with the Bible as we no 
have it, and that man is prone to error. The 
are two stories of Creation. Which shall v 
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lieve? There are two stories of the Flood? 
aich shall we believe? The answer is the 
ae to both questions. Believe all four. Be- 
ve them for what they were intended to 
«ch. The Hebrews knew how to use their 
© racial and tribal stories for teaching pur- 
ses, and that we should learn and remember. 
he scientists object to the science in the 
le, and the historians object to its history. 
th seem to forget that the Bible was never 
ended to be a book of science, and that a 
<h is always bigger than a fact. Tum to 
’ book written by a modern historian and 
11 will find that he uses footnotes, appen- 
es, and supplements. If there are two 
‘ies of the same event, they so inform the 
der. Return to the historical narratives of 
’ Bible and you will find none of these. 
sre were two stories of Creation extant, and 
writer used both. There were two stories 
\he Flood, and the writer without informing 
( reader put them both in. They taught a 
‘ah, not a fact. 

another reason Bible readers do not enjoy 
ir Bible so much as they have a right to 
ly it is that they do not know how to 
‘J it. In the first place, it is an Oriental 
ik, in Oriental imagery and pictorial speech. 
“identals call a spade a spade, but an 
(ental prefers to speak of an expensive agri- 
ural implement. 

urthermore, no trained reader would expect 
lenjoy his time in a library if he read a 
“e poetry, a little fiction, a little drama, 
| finished up with a little history. Yet we 
i. disappointed Bible readers who have done 
i very thing. We hear of many schemes 
reading the Bible through ina year, but 
tink we should be less concerned with 
‘mes of covering pages and more with un- 
‘standing and enjoyment. The rediscovery 
“he Bible has taught us how to read the 
‘e sensibly and pleasurably. Or, perhaps 
(ave mistaken the cause for the effect. Per- 
s when we started to reading the Bible 
(separate books, as different literary forms, 
("reat literature should be read, we discov- 
‘| that here is a book with charm, with 
“ver to do something to the reader. 

‘Ve shall make more and more readers of 
‘ Bible just in proportion to our efforts to 
‘wv more and more people how to read it. 
sense of oughtness that once sent people 
whe Bible has been considerably weakened. 
‘we the power of the clergy was sufficient to 
and that their church members should 
‘| the Bible. That power has also been 
“ened. It seems to me, therefore, we must 
« other approaches, and I believe the lit- 
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erary approach has many possibilities and 
much promise. There need be no fear of 
depriving the Bible of any of its sacredness. 
It will withstand any test of literature that one 
cares to apply. 

I agree with President Henry M. Wriston of 
Brown University when he so sensibly remarks: 
“I say it is a barrier to culture to put ‘In God 
We Trust’ upon our coinage, but never upon 
our schoolhouses. We exclude from the schools 
the greatest piece of literature mankind has 
ever known, on the ground that it is partisan; 
and then we worry because our schools do 
not teach patriotism, which is partisan by 
definition.” 

After we show this concern with making 
readers, we can leave the Bible to do the rest. 
No one expects Shakespeare to shape his life 
or his thinking until he reads Shakespeare. We 
may say the same about the Bible. First we 
must read it. 


38 


NGONONN 
GES iGi 
Sym AMG = 


FRED SMITH 


O YOU give much time to it? I am 
D interested in knowing. What do you 
call itP An “order of service”; morning 
worship; service of prayer and praise; or have 
you some other designating phrase for that 
procedure through which you lead your congre- 
gation assembled on Sunday mornings? I 
have been stirred to thought on these things by 
having to dig into an envelope of accumulated 
material gathered through the last twenty 
years. The contents of the envelope was 
indicated by three words scribbled on the top 
right hand edge. The words were: “Orders of 
Services.” 

Here they are, out in the fresh air, so to 
speak, upon my desk. What memories they 
stir in me as IJ shift them and remember from 
whence they came. From California to New 
England; from Canada to old England they 
have been assembled. And they have set me 
thinking. Just what do they tell? Would 
you be interested in knowing? I hope so. My 
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thoughts may be helpful to you in the coming 
arrangements of your services. 

I have been thinking some of the phrasing 
on my filing envelope. Orders of Services! 
Just what do these church calendars mean 
when I read: “Order of Morning Worship”, or 
“Order of Service?” Is there underlying this 
phrase merely a suggestion of orderly arrange- 
ment or is there an implied command of 
ordered arrangement? To answer that query 
is to come upon a difference of temperament, 
even of temperature in those who follow one 
or the other. There are those to whom an 
ordered arrangement is the sine qua non of a 
true service. There may be room for the 
prophet in the sermon, but not in the service 
other than that. 

Here, not seldom, not only is the procedure 
ordered, but also the prayers. There is much 
to be said, pragmatically speaking, for an 
ordered procedure in public worship. But for 
many minds this is sequential only on its 
philosophical justification. With this latter 
aspect we are not dealing here at all. Our 
desire is to let these service calendars speak 
for themselves. 


Christianity or Complacency 


Mentioning this brings me to the realization 
that some of these ‘orders of service’ seem 
rather meaningless. They have not much to 
say. Evidently there are some churches where 
it is thought sufficient to do nothing more than 
mention the episodic sequence of the service. 
I have one such before me now. The service 
order calls for three hymns. Yet no informa- 
tion is given with regard to the number of 
the hymn in the hymnal. Others range all 
the way to the other extreme, so much so 
that in some cases the service must become 
not an order of service but an ordeal of service. 
But what should one say of an order of service 
which greets one with the following request: 
“Ladies will win the gratitude of the speaker 
and the congregation by removing their hats.” 
It makes one wonder now as to the size of 
ladies’ hats. But what did it do to those who 
had gone to church to glorify God to be met 
with such an inconsequential request? Yet 
one must not be too hasty in one’s comments in 
this regard. Paul found it necessary to make 
mention of the head-gear of women in the 
church in his time. But with this difference: 
The modern minister was considering the 
matter from a pragmatical viewpoint; Paul, 
from a philosophical. 

In mentioning this difference, we come to 
the conjunction through contrast of the two 
things which I feel to be the guiding principles 
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of a well ordered service. In arranging 
service one has to consider the Christianity 
will promulgate together with its convenienc 
A well arranged order of service is 
formulated procedure which achieves tl 
highest transmission of Christianity to ma 
and the acknowledgement of our dependen 
on God: The purpose of assembling togeth 
in a Church may be defined as worship th 
leads to a realization of worship in the intere 
of work. It is a service rendered in the ij 
terest of a further service. Unless a persc 
leaves a Church service with something mo 
than a sense of satisfaction it has faile 
its purpose. The end of a service is to add 
one’s Christianity, not to one’s complacenc 
Here is the directing and motivating thoug 
that should be behind every arrangement f 
worship. 

How should this be done? The answer: | 
many ways. To those who have to follow : 
ordered service of worship the problem is oth 
than the one we are here considering. 1 
those whose ‘order of service’ is flexible ar 
changeable here is opportunity and challeng 
Too often, it merely spells custom, a groo 
of repetition from Sunday to Sunday, 
increase of somnolence instead of spiritualit 
The minister who would render service to tl 
granular needs of his diversified congregatic 
can do this by taking note of the diversity 
life itself and acting accordingly. 


Variation Sustains Interest 


Church services should be so arranged 
to keep people from going to sleep, physical 
mentally and spiritually, through the spur 
the unexpected. Make circumstance ser 
Christ and His Church. This was the animz 
ing principle behind instituting The Chur 
Year in days gone. There is worth in th 
now. But other facts have worth also. Is yo 
‘order of service’ unaltered on Independen 
Day? On Memorial Day? On Thanksgivi 
Day? 

A few of the changes I have found adva 
tageous from time to time are, for example, t! 
Harvest-time season. I never let the Fall pz 
without an appropriate service. Usually o 
Harvest Festival Service ends with the singi 
of the Doxology. Our custom is to begin o 
service on most of the other Sundays with t 
singing of it. Why the change? Simply that | 
the Harvest Festival Sunday we prove the fa 
of God’s goodness. Then we sing of it. Aga 
take the case of Memorial Day or Armisti 
Day. On one Armistice Day a portion of t 
pulpit area was shrouded off in such a way 
to represent the tombs of the past. At 
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ypointed place in the service voices broke 
»m the tomb concerning the futility of war. 
Usefulness should be given fuller exercise 
-most churches. How easily a service can 
_ dis-arranged. A minister, seeing the clock 
sther along at the end of his sermon than 
» expected finds it easy to omit verse three of 
« hymn to be sung. The easy manner in 
nich this and like omissions are incorporated 
=o an arranged service indicates that not 
sough thought was given to this matter in 
anning. The omission of a verse in a hymn 
m be made to serve the spiritual power in 
jservice, to wit: Turn to the Battle Hymn of 
ze Republic, written by Julia Ward Howe. 
uppose the next time you use it you have your 
mgregation sing verses four and three in this 
‘der, and omit the first two verses. My guess 
ithat you not only Christianize that hymn but 
tu also bring home to your people a deeper 
evice through a wise omission and 
“arrangement. 

-A wise minister will not allow his ‘order of 
vice’ to become so stereotyped as to mech- 
jize his service to a meaningless routine. 
ther will he so order it that his people will 
3 that every change he makes is in the 
terest of a deeper service. Then will they 
me to the service, not with a questioning at- 
jude as to the propriety of the changes he 
‘ght introduce “on the spur of the moment,” 
\t with a vivified sense of expectancy that 
natever happens in the arrangement of the 
vice that day is the result of the minister’s 
jayerful and careful thought for their good. 
jad when asked why they like their church 
irvice so well they will answer, not that “it’s 
(ferent,” but with fine discrimination; “We 
ye it because it is worshipful.” To all my 
{low ministers I say: “Make your order of 
fevice serve the cause of spiritual growth!” 


0) x 

(OW I BELIEVE 

‘Shalom Asch’s What I Believe suggests to 
b to write a word about How I Believe. 
"The Reformation of the 16th Century has 
‘veloped into an over-emphasis of WHAT. 
Bt us introduce WHOM and HOW. 


“Man’s first disobedience, and the fruit 
! Of that forbidden tree, ‘whose mortal taste 
) Brought death into the world, and all our woe” 


ould make clear what faith is. Does man’s 
st disobedience stand for What or Whom? 
ae Liar? or The Way, The Truth and The 
ife? 

Abraham, the Father of them that believe, 
‘ures in both The Epistle to the Romans by 
oul, and in The Epistle of James to the Dis- 
\rsion. Abraham is here introduced by both 


jecember, 1941 


Paul and James as the great example and 
illustration of what faith is—of How to Believe. 
He acted on the word of another. It was 
Whom I believe, and not What I believe. He 
couldn’t fathom the What. He trusted the 
Whom. Abraham went out not knowing, in 
The Epistle to the Romans. He offered his 
son Isaac, in The Epistle of James. In both 
cases he acted. He did not act because he 
knew What. He acted because he trusted 
Whom. Who is Whom? The God of Abraham 
Who told Abraham to act. 

The great summary of what faith is—see 
The Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 11—is full 
of works. It is as full of works as it is full 
of faith. Works declare whether one is justi- 
fied by faith. God, the Judge of all, declares 
that the man is justified by faith who by 
works justifies God in so declaring. 

Note one statement in The Chapter of The 
Faith that Works. The writer is thinking about 
Daniel. (The Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 
11:33, 34.) “Who through faith subdued king- 
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained prom- 
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire.” (See Daniel chapter 
three.) I choose it because I know of no 
other such analysis of what faith is and How 
to believe as is exhibited here. 

There are nine elements in one act of faith. 
Faith is action on reason. It is not “believing 
what isn’t so.” 


The Faith of the Three 


1 The Composure of faith—‘We are not full of 
anxiety about how we should answer thee, O 
King Nebuchadnezzar.” 

II. The Person Whom trusted—‘Our God.” 

Iti. The Obedience of faith—‘Whom we serve.” 

IV. The Resourcefulness of faith—‘Our God able 
to deliver us.” 

Ve The Expectation of faith—‘And He will deliver 
uus:?? 

VI. The Venture of faith—‘But if not.” 

VII. The Action of faith—‘‘We will not.” 

VIII. The Trial of faith—The Furnace of fire. 

IX. The Victory of faith—The exit from the fire with 
increase of faith and advancement in living. 


Am tempted to elaborate. Resistance—which 
is a work of faith because I believe it is the 
best thing to do—brings words of Browning: 


“With me, faith means perpetual unbelief 
Kept quiet like the snake ’neath Michael’s foot 
Who stands calm just because he feels it writhe.” 


The Councils demand of us What. As for 
the Scriptures—“I know Whom I have believed 
and am persuaded that He is able to guard 
my deposit—that which He hath committed 
unto me—against that day.” Second Timothy 
1:12. 

The eyes of Him Whose eyes are as a flame 
of fire, speak: I know thy works. I judge ac- 
cording to works. I look for fruit on the vine 
which I plant.—Wilbert W. White. 
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Vie J dito 4 Columns 


Peace—Goodwill 


RMISTICE DAY has come and gone. Since 
At days of the latter teens of the Cen- 
tury, Armistice Day has been one of glad 
celebration. This year it took on new color 
which becomes more intensified when you 
turn to your Webster which tells you Armis- 
tice means “A short suspension of hostilities.” 
That is what it has been, this particular 
Armistice we have commemorated over the 
quarter century. A short suspension of hostili- 
ties, an all too short suspension. Nothing more. 
The peace of which we dreamed and which 
we welcomed until our voices were gone and 
our muscles went limp from fatigue, was not 
the peace for which our hearts longed. It was 
man-made peace, Armistice, a short suspension 
of hostilities. That is unqualifiedly, the only 
peace of which man is capable. 

Abiding peace cannot be man-made. He 
labors in vain who blindly strives in that direc- 
tion. War is the ultimate in passion. To the 
victor will ever go the spoils, not by right but 
by might. The passion that drives the war- 
machine must ever be the same passion that 
dictates the terms of peace, disguise it as you 
will. 

Armistice is human. Peace is divine. Arm- 
istice issues from the conference table. Peace 
from a manger. Armistice brings joy to the 
victorious only. Peace showers joy on all. 
Armistice costs the lives of millions in this 
day of “all out war.” Peace cost the life of 
One. And that price, being once paid, is paid 
to all eternity, while the cost of Armistice is 
as recurrent, and on an ever increasing scale 
as the devil-begot animosities of men. Little 
is more faithless than Armistice, nothing more 
faithful than Peace. That Armistice may come, 
we sacrifice life, liberty, the pursuits of happi- 
ness the zest to live, yea, not only our own but 
of generations yet unborn. And peace? What 
do we have to do to secure peace? Nothing 
more than to reach out our heart and hand and 
accept it. It is there for the taking. 

“What fools we mortals be!” We pursue 
Armistice and shall continue to do so until 
reason catches up with us on Bethlehem’s hill, 
and we hear again the Angelic choir, “Glory 
to God and good will among men.” 
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There you have the sole answer to peac« 
It is just as simple as that. There can be n 
individual or national preparedness that ca 
produce more than Armistice, “a short susper 
sion of hostilities.” Individual or nation: 
peace such as the gutted globe gropes fc 
blindly through the generations of men, mu: 
eternally lead back to the Bethlehem mange: 

We thank God, ours is the opportunity t 
point that way. We pray God that yow 
may be a powerful voice crying in the day 
wilderness. Then may you know that Peac 
which passes human knowledge. Then ma 
yours be that blessed Christmas The EXPOS] 


TOR wishes for you. Raail 
Growing Old 


ES, it comes to us all. In churches toda 
Y we hear folk asking for young pastor: 
in calling young pastors some congregs 
tions have had sad experiences. Youth hz 
certain things, but youth can never have expé¢ 
rience. One of the fallacies we find in th 
desire for young pastors and the rejection 
men simply because they have passed a certai 
age is the simple fact that growing old is nc 
a matter of years. 

Merely adding years is something whic 
in itself, is meaningless. Some folk get olc 
others grow old. Between the two there is 
great gulf. 

Years, to some bring mellowness and beaut 
as age brings such to the violin. These fol 
are never old in the generally accepted sens 
of the term. Age merely unfolds the bloom i 
greater glory. They grow with years, and th 
water of life seems to renew itself in 
flowing. 

There are, however, others to whom th 
years do not bring the philosophic mind. The 
get older with every passing year. They bé 
come problems. It is they who bring to pa! 
the usual statement that old people are diff 
cult to handle—hard to live with. 

Why this difference? How may it be co 
rected? 

Growth is largely a matter of adaptatio1 
When folk refuse to learn, when they insi' 
that it has been done this way and so alway 
must be done that way, when they becom 
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centered, when they always look back to 
» good old days, when they lack vision, when 
sy can no longer see the future, when they 
e zest for living, when they no longer feel 
» adventure for living, when they want 
ey rather than opportunity, then they 
- old. 

‘However, when the opposite is true, folk are 
ang regardless of physical age. 

lm the Christian ministry it is still true that 
man who has continued to grow mentally 
d spiritually, who sees before him always 
+ vision of the Son of God, who looks ahead 
ittead of backward, whose training and ex- 
sience have been mellowed by years of asso- 
ition with the Christ, whose heart is warm 
d tender, is a valuable person to have as 
stor of any congregation. 

il think we need to look a little more clearly 
© this condition lest we cast aside one of 
» most valuable assets of life, experience 
‘lowed by the Christ. Should we discard 
*n merely because they have passed a cer- 
n physical age it will bring harm to the 
arch which it will take many generations to 
move.—W. R. Siegart. 


y 

uckout Christmas—No 

ITH gay lights here and blackouts in 
, \V Europe; with food, raiment and shel- 

ter here and hunger there—the temp- 
fion comes to all of us to say, even as it 
me to President Butler of Columbia: “This 
ason is no time to make merry.” But though 
atrasts are great, we believe that man must 
lieve his eye-strain by looking to the hills 
ove the “maddening” earth occasionally. 
aly as we are renewed, have we strength 
d understanding better to help others. When 
= crew becomes spiritless and defeated, who 
Ml bring the boat ashore and lead the way 
= other boats to port? No, we must not take 
srriment out of Christmas, but put more into 
_ Then set up the Tree, unpack the tinsel, 
jtoon the lights with laurel, holly and mistle- 
». Bring out the presents. Sing the carols. 
ing your White Gifts to the Church School 
id share with a care. Shout, “Christ is Born 
nday” and let the poor and unfortunate 
ound the world hear you. It may give them 
jpe too. America wants no “blackout” Christ- 
as. And if Christians are alert—and watch- 
{they can avert one. Christ was born to 
ve the world—not to destroy it. Fear, greed, 
verty, hate and selfishness are the forces 
aich culminate in war and spiritual black- 
its. So long as we defend with honor the 
merican heritage, keep close to God and His 
suunsels—we shall always have a loyal majority 


ecember, 1941 
a} 


of Christians to defend our shores and institu- 
tions from any foreign invasion. The great 
question before America this Christmas in 
1941 is not what happens to Europe so much 
but what happens to us and in us spiritually. 
Let us “keep the home-fires burning” of “peace 
on earth to men of good-will.” This will de- 
mand our whole energy and cement a divided 
nation into unity.—J.J.P. 
q 

"__the Fire Burned” 

HERE is an inexhaustible wealth of 

tonal resource from which Nature draws 

while composing that wilderness sym- 
phony toward which the first snows of winter 
always cast my mind. 

Softly sibilant wind-whisperings high in 
feather-topped pines; warning whistles of 
Rock-squirrel, scampering out of imaginary 
peril, over lichen-covered, volcanic rock; 
old Dunegone, scouting alone far down the 
canyon, giving mellowed voice as he inquires 
of a faint lion-scent; the rapid, airy beat of 
wings, stirred by wild Blue Rock Pigeons 
winging by, low overhead; the ceaseless, lisp- 
ing babble of an innocent, infant stream ex- 
ploring the upper reaches of some serene, 
sweet-scented glade; the distant, barely aud- 
ible gobble of a Turkey-cock on yonder, 
purpling ridge; the sudden, sharp staccato 
hoof-beats of frightened doe and fawn; the 
chatter of green iridescence, sun-touched 
parrots, busily seeking pinone nuts in the pine- 
woods on the high mesa; the joyful whinny of 
your horse as he brings you around the last 
turn in the long day’s trail and you both see 
camp spread out invitingly, below; the crack- 
ling of a pine-stump camp-fire at the lower 
end of the blessed day; the mellow croak of a 
night-bird flopping lazily across the full of the 
moon; the re-echoing crash of a rotted bough 
cast off by a shamed tree, not far from where 
you had crawled into your sleeping-bag and 
you fell into child-like slumber wishing that all 
rotted boughs, of whatever realm or sign, 
might be cast to earth thus finally, for some 
thoughtless one had brought into your Eden, 
the harsh, discordant radio tongue of the 
outside world, with its alien, crimson lingo of 
stupefying superlatives, so foreign to the quiet 
modesty of Nature’s wilderness, if not man’s. 

Repeatedly you were glad your peon com- 
panions knew no English nor anything of the 
torrential flow of human blood which satur- 
ates half the globe and which you somehow, 
blindly hoped might eventually wash in, as 
flotsam and jetsam on its high-tide, a world- 
peace tossed overboard by your generation. 

(Continued on page 650) 
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The Bible (A Program) 

(Bible in center of Chancel, large candles 
on both sides). 

Organ prelude—“Offertoire”, Dubois. 

Processional—“With Joy We Hail the Sacred 
Day,” led by six children carrying candles. 
As they approach the Chancel, have young 
attendant greet candle-bearers, light candles 
from those approaching, and while choir is 
taking places, candles on both sides of Bible 
are lighted. 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer. 

Responsive reading: “Articles of faith and 
Apostles Creed.” 

Hymn of re-dedication: “How Precious is the 
Book Divine.” 

Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-18. 

(Children with lighted candles step to 
center of Chancel, just back of the Bible, fac- 
ing congregation while pastor and people take 
part in dedication). 

Pastor: In the name of God our Father, 
Giver of every good and perfect gift, Jesus 
Christ, our risen Redeemer, and the Holy 
Spirit, our Guide— 

People: We do now in the presence of the 
triune God and this assembly of believers, 
with love and gratitude re-dedicate our lives 
to the practice and preservation of the Holy 
Word of God, as brought down to us through 
generations of earnest and sincere Christians. 

Pastor: In loving memory of God’s faithful 
servants and in personal gratitude for their 
labors— 

People: We lovingly acknowledge our debt 
to God’s Word. 

Pastor: For the glory of Jesus Christ, the 
honor of the Church, the guidance and instruc- 
tion of the Christian believer, the service of 
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AT WORK 


“Thoughts are the Seeds 


of Future Deeds” 


the community, and the spiritual growth of : 
men— 

People: We re-dedicate our lives. 

Pastor: Now, in Thy Holy Presence, we cor 
secrate this congregation of believers— 

People: To the study and exposition of th 
Holy Bible, the inspired and infallible Boo 
to the end that we may learn and do the wi 
of God, through whose love and care it hi 
come down to us through the ages. 

Pastor: Prayer of Dedication. Response b 
Chancel Choir. (Children with candles no 
extinguish candles and resume seats). 

Anthem: “O For a Closer Walk With God} 
Anderson. 

Pastoral Prayer: (Especially for the stud 
and acceptance of God’s Word throughout th 
world, but most urgently by those professin 
to be Christians). 

Recessional; and Benediction. | 

(Note: Any new Bibles in the congregatior 
especially those to be given to men in th 
country’s service, should be presented for dedi 
cation before the service). 


of 


Candles For Spiritual Atmosphere 
And Charm 

Candles have a long and royal religiou 
history, so the use of candles through th 
present Christmas Season is a natural oné 
Candles may be acquired from many source! 
but a knowledge of candle-history and candle 
making will help you to make your choices fa 
Sanctuary use from sources where care is exe! 
cised to meet specific formal needs. Goo 
candles will burn evenly and straight, fit int 
the holder or candelabrum securely, and wa’ 
will adhere to the candle or be deposited in th 
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‘k at its base. 
Novelty candles are available for many dec- 
itive purposes this year, in addition to 
ancel use, and their soft glow will add much 
‘Church and Sunday School window charm, 
sombined with Christmas greens. 
‘Christmas means candles! Include them in 
ery step of your Christmas planning. The 
ent Star of Christmas candle, about 18 inches 
th by 8 inches thick, the base flanked with 
ly, will make eyes glow with delight and 
anksgiving. Equally good are the large tree 
adles, with frosted effect on tiers of branches, 
even the modern pine tree with pine frag- 
ace given off into the room as it burns. For 
mday School use, a giant cone, completely 
ude of brown wax, pine-scented, would be a 
ippy thought. You can get them in holiday 
‘eath form, or a small Church. The small 
yhisticated “cherubs” of colored wax will 
jinto any plan for children. 
‘The squat 4-inch-round candle of a crystal- 
ve wax will burn for a week of evening serv- 
es, and can be used in a variety of ways, 
»m table decoration combined with flowers 
» fellowship gatherings, to formal commun- 
a table or altar needs. They are especially 
‘sirable in displays of Service Groups. 
| = 
event 
;The Advent season in 1941 will be made 
‘season of prayer by many Churches, espec- 
Wy for guidance and wisdom of those who 
ve the responsibility of leading great nations; 
= the continued good health of those carrying 
limited responsibility for the welfare of 
Ilions of men, women, and children; for the 
-ift coming of peace with justice, according 
God’s Will. 
‘The hours of prayer will be both silent and 
ical. Leaders for specific hours of the day or 
“ening should be appointed, and a definite 
Jogram decided upon. There are many help- 
fl books of prayer available, if the leaders 
® unable to write their own prayers. In 
mie Churches, plans insure the presence of a 
(thful, praying member in the Church at all 
‘nes from a given hour in the morning until 
'e evening service is closed. 
(There are evil forces abroad in the world, 
ud prayer alone will point the way toward a 
Jitter understanding of the purposes of God. 


! 4 
\uptisms 

s An unusual infant baptismal service for the 
Avent and Christmas season is offered by a 
lauder. The baptismal font is hidden in 
faristmas greens, with the Manger Scene 
‘wove the font, and lighted candles at either 
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side. The entire kindergarten and primary 
section of the Sunday School take part, in that 
they march up the centre aisle at a given sig- 
nal, singing “With Happy Voices,” and form 
a group on either side of the font, with two 
acting as escorts for the infants presented for 
baptism, and two as escorts for the pastor. 
They sing, “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus,” 
during the rite, and a processional after the 
baptism. 


Parish Birthdays 
An admirable and intimate custom is fol- 


lowed by many Churches of printing in the 
weekly Church Bulletin the birthday dates of 
members for the coming week. This gives the 
entire membership opportunity to take part 
in reminders, personal greetings, and special 
courtesies. Also, many members desire to 
place flowers in the Chancel for a specific 
service in honor of a father, mother, or close 
friend. Intimate, personal reminders keep 
members in close touch with the Church as 
well as with one another. 


7% 
The Church and Community Agencies 
The following outline was used at the 


recent Convention of the New York State 
Council of Churches, and is made available 
to readers through the thoughtfulness of the 
Rev. G. R. Harland, pastor of Scotch Presby- 
terian Church, Madrid, New York. 

Subject: “What Should Be the Church’s Re- 
lation to Other Community-Serving 
Agencies?” 

The Church should relate itself to these 

agencies as— 

1. A Worthy Example in Business Efficiency, 
Finances, etc., Co-operative Understanding, 
Family Harmony and Social Passion, Christian 
Ethics. 

2. A Constructive Critic having Prior Rights 
and Related Interests, Shared Leadership res- 
ponsibility. 

3. A Fostering Influence by Training 
Leaders, Providing Facilities, Directing Trends. 

4. A Co-ordinating Force by Promoting 
Community Programs, Sharing Experiences, 
Interpreting Movements, Advancing Kingdom 
Interests. 

5. Agencies 
welfare: 

The Home, School, Grange, Fraternal and 
Service Orders, Red Cross, Extension Bureaus 
and Clubs, Dairy Groups and Services, De- 
fense Organizations. 


co-operating in Community 


Yq 
Commandments for Christmas 
A four page leaflet, entitled, “25 Musts and 


Commandments for Christmas” was received 
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from the Rey. Robert Lloyd Roberts, Marcel- 
lus, New York, which you might find useful 
in teaching young people. Prices may be 
secured from Rey. Roberts. 


Universal Bible Sundaes December 14 

When you recall that 1941 marks the 150th 
anniversary of the signing of the Bill of Rights, 
America will bow its head in gratitude in com- 
memorating the debt we owe to the Bible and 
its teachings, which steeled the courage of 
our forefathers in the claims for individual 
rights, the basis of democracy. 

The program in the first part of this section 
is suitable, to which you may add a short 
dramatization of the actual signing of the Bill 
of Rights, if the young people of the parish 
cooperate. 

A brochure for your use in building an 
address may be secured from the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, New York City, 
if your copy did not reach you. The address 
by Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette should pro- 
vide you with a real foundation for any address 
you may have in mind. 


Films for Advent and Christmas 

Visual Aids Reviews, Chicago, Illinois, will 
answer your needs on suitable pictures for 
this season, or address The Expositor. Remem- 
ber always that the business of the Church 
is the salvation of souls through teaching 
spiritual lessons. Entertainment can be offered 
more adequately by the local Motion Picture 
house. 


Church Family Altar Sarvice 

The new pastor experiences a high pressure 
bombardment upon his arrival. The desires 
and dreams of many parishoners, diverse in 
form and multitudinous in number are ex- 
pressed virtually simultaneously. Cultivation 
of acquaintance with the organizations of the 
Church, the people individually and collective- 
ly and ministering to the sick and sorrowing, 
find placement near the top of the list. As we 
weep with those who weep, we also rejoice 
with those who rejoice. In the tumult of 
these reactions and the attempts to meet them 
with the extended ministering hand of the 
Master, two questions were for a time ever 
asserting and declaring themselves on the lips 
of many of the people, “When do we start our 
Evening Services?” and “When do we begin 
Prayer Meetings?” 

Leads have come and, accompanied by 
dreams and their realizations, we are finding 
ourselves in terms of the correlation, coordina- 
tion and allocation of our Church program. A 
special feature has emerged in answer to the 
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two above mentioned questions about whi 
I now write at the request of a Director of t 
Board of Christian Education of our Chur 


At six-fifteen what I have been led to c; 
“Spiritual Life Groups” meet, the Pioneers 

the Junior-Intermediate Department, the T 
in the Young People’s Department and t 
Adults in the Faith-Fellowship Church Sch 
Class Room of the Adult Department for d 
cussion or religious expression. During t 
same period the pastor conducts a commur 
cants’ class. Each session is opened wi 
prayer. Contributions in terms of spiritv 
experience from personal life events or fro 
reading that has proven to be of special sp 
itual significance and stimulation to the cont 
butors are interspersed in the discussion. The} 
spiritual life groups are meant to be spil 
builder groups. Through the agency of the x 
action of religious expressions by way | 
exchange and contribution of spiritual 
religious concepts. 

At six-forty-five a bell rings and the Past( 
dismisses his communicants’ class, announc( 
to the Pioneer and Tuxis groups it is time fi 
the processional beginning the devotion, 
period which I have been led to name ot) 
Church Family Altar” Service in the Sani 
tuary. The Bible says, “A little child sh: 
lead them.” They sing, “Saviour Like a Shej 
herd Lead us.” The Pioneers with the 
teachers lead the procession. The Tuxis an 
their sponsors follow. They in turn are fo 
lowed by the Adult Choir, the Pastor an 
the Adults. When the Pioneers arrive at th 
front center, having marched around the re: 
of the auditorium, the Tuxis at the right an 
the Adults immediately back of the other ty 
groups, all remain standing and repeat thi 
Twenty-third Psalm, pray the Lord’s Pray: 
and are then seated symmetrically. A chor 
or instrumental number is then contribute 
by the Tuxis Group or Junior or Adult Cho 
or Girl’s Chorus, the story of a hymn is give 
or information concerning it as in the Han 
Book to the Hymnal, the hymn is sung, th 
Scripture Lesson Exposition given, followe 
by prayer and Benediction after which 4 
enjoy a Christian Fellowship Hour in th 
Social Room where those who desire sin 
gospel songs, others engage in conversatio! 
the young people mix games with refreshmen 
furnished by the Women’s Association. 

“T like it,” “It takes me back to the dai 
of the old prayer meeting,” “The evenir 
service is with us again in a new form,” “Or 
Church has become a family spiritual home 
are among the remarks heard again and agail 
Letters arrive saying “You must have goc 
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jole for they want an evening service,” “I 
‘k you have something in that plan which 
tht to be shared with your brother ministers, 
‘ie it up for Monday morning.” We too 
k we have something. During the winter 
as and the “Flu” epidemic the attend- 
‘© has remained well above one hundred. 
' people are enjoying the new program 
me of our Church Family. In the enjoy- 
at and inspiration of this “born anew” eve- 
'g Christian Fellowship is the secret of its 
2ess.—Andrew M. Lowry, Pastor, Third 
‘sbyterian Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

: 28 

~ Gospel in Capsules 

“Your suggestion in the September issue of 
= Expositor prompts me to send an idea I 
ve found useful in my sick calls, especially 
(pital cases, “writes the Rev. Ralph I. 
ickey, Pastor First Lutheran Church, Wind- 
_ Pennsylvania. 

I select about 20 appropriate Scripture 
ses and make them into small paragraphs 
‘jtrips on colored art paper, by mimeograph, 
_ them apart and place the paragraphs or 
‘ps into empty gelatin capsules, secured at 
_ local drug store. The capsules I place in 
‘Ses (I ask the neighbors to save their 
va-Seltzer bottles) and label each bottle 
‘a an appropriate title. 

‘Some of the titles I used are: Patience, 
‘arage, Faith, Hope, Health, Healing, Christ- 
_, Love, Need, Prayer, Child of God, 
ength, Discouragement, Trust, Mercy, God, 
wation, etc. There are many to choose 


™m. 
“When I make a sick call, I usually place 
yeral of these in a small envelope marked: 
‘ke and Read One Each Day!’ The patient 
) time to read and ponder, and will receive 
“reat amount of comfort from these verses 
ected especially for individual needs in 
‘ve of crises, and perhaps makes the verses a 
‘it of life after recovery.” 
This idea is to be commended. It has possi- 
ities beyond the sick room. Thank you, 
i7. Shockey. 
( 4 
inted 
The editor of St. John’s Messenger, Buffalo, 
‘tin J. Hoeppner, uses the above title in 
' weekly bulletin, under which he groups in 
all type, all appeals for volunteer workers, 
‘morial needs, saving of paper, bazaar needs, 
‘“hanage offerings. We assume there is no 
's of response to the appeals, as it is human 
ead the “Wanted” columns at first glance, 
‘ my experience is that you can’t get away 
mn their appeal in this bulletin. Try it! 
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Service for Fire-Fighters 

College Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
sends a bulletin showing a special service dedi- 
cated to those who devote time and energy 
to community welfare, and since the idea of 
community defense education is growing daily, 
this plan would give spiritual emphasis to the 
unselfish service of those who enlist. There 
are in every community a number of groups, l. 
Red Cross, 2. Fire-men, 8. Police, 4. Relief, 5. 
Teachers, etc., whose time, thought, and ener- 
gies are given to our welfare, and a series 
of special services might well be given over 
to this plan. The group for whom the service 
is planned is invited to take part in planning 
the program, and a special place is reserved 
for the group as guests of honor. All young 
people of the parish should take part, either 
as Choir, Ushers, Entertainers, Scripture read- 
ing. It is the Youth of the community who 
will cooperate with these organizations in the 
coming days, or carry them on. The service 
might well be of a dedicatory nature. 

> 


Peloubet’s Select Notes 

This volume on the International Sunday 
School Lessons, by Wilbur M. Smith, D. D., 
is the 68th in the series, and the 52 Lessons 
for 1942 are treated with scholarly and Scrip- 
tural interpretation, evangelical, and applied 
to daily life through the use of illustrations 
from life as we know it. The Sunday School 
worker needs this book, and will find an 
ordered teaching program a simple matter 
through its help. It is $2.00. 
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Priorities and Special Taxes 

Word was received this morning that the 
OPM has issued an order which restricts the 
manufacture of a great many bronze articles 
after January 1, 1942 including tablets such 
as are used in Churches. We are being 
asked to sound the reaction of ministers over 
the country to this ruling, especially since a 
great many Churches secure bronze tablets 
listing the names of service men, memorial 
gifts, etc. 

The attitude of Church leaders should be 
passed on to legislators in the Capitol at 
Washington, before it is too late. There is 
a question also about stained glass for Church 
windows, and Bell Metal. Many pastors are 
asking Church Members to sign protests 
against the restriction of materials needed by 
Churches in carrying on their work, and these 
protests are mailed to the law-makers repre- 
senting the individual communities, or to the 
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OPM. 

From the Bulletin Board Manufacturers 
comes the letter below and since there is little 
question about the needs of Churches for bul- 
letins to announce their activities, particularly 
now when the Churches are making an effort 
to accept special responsibility in regard to 
National Defense through aroused conscience 
and understanding of responsible American 
citizenship, it behooves ministers to make their 
voices heard. 

hs 
Protest Tax on Church 
Bulletin Boards 

EDITOR: You probably have learned that 
the Manufacturer’s Excise Tax of 10% applies 
to illuminated Church Bulletins. 

The Tax Commission in Washington has 
. Classified them as an electric sign as they are 
lighted from within which practically all bul- 
letins are. The tax of 10% is based on the 
list price of the bulletins. For example, a 
bulletin selling for $100.00, the tax is $10.00, 
which is almost double the cost of wiring 
many of the bulletins. 

It possibly may be too late to make a 
request in the next issue of your magazine, 
but we wondered if it would not be a good 
idea for you to request the various ministers, 
throughout the states, to write direct to their 
senators and representatives protesting this 
tax. We believe that your publications would 
reach many of the ministers who would be 
anxious to do this. 

From one of the Sign Journals we learned 
that an outdoor highway sign if illuminated 
is free of this tax, regardless of whether the 
sign is advertising automobiles or liquors. It 
doesn’t seem fair to us that a Church bul- 
letin should be\taxed due to the fact that a 
Church is not organized for profit. 

—The Ashtabula Sign Company, 
Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Ministers, like editors, hear the oft repeat- 
ed phrase that the “welfare of the world 
depends upon the Christian Church, and its 
ministry today!” Why not call upon official 
America to show evidence of their faith in 
the Church and its Ministry, by aiding her 
rather than handicapping her. Democracy 
cannot live without the Church.—EDS. 

af 
Membership Talents 

The Bible offered a solution for the need of 
funds for Church improvements, writes Rev. 
Cornelius Greenway, Brooklyn, New York, as 
200 members were given $1.00 (a talent) 
each, with instructions to invest the money and 
return the talent with profit at a given time. 
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Now, the season for stewardship reckonin 
the plan yielded $608.03, with $150.00 mor 
to come in. 

One member offered $9.00 as the profits o 
a bees’ wax campaign. Others earned thei 
profits with tea parties, sewing meeting 
knitting 10 pairs of mittens and selling at 50 
each. Rhubarb jelly and pepper hash, pape 
ash trays, fattening sweets for slim wome 
etc., were reported by other members. 
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Knick Knack Booths at Bazaars 


Painted Plaques proved the most popula 
item at one Buffalo Church Bazaar.  Plai 
plaster molds of old masters, and modern fig 
urines, were secured by a group calling them 
selves “Housewives’ Haven” and after pain 
ing by hand were offered for sale. 

Gay mother and daughter aprons snagge 
the customers for second place in popularity 
Candles of all shapes and colors were eagerl} 
taken by bazaar attendants at one Church 
where the project assumed a nautical atmos 
phere in decoration and sales items. Mince 
meats, candied fruits, and bushels of hom¢ 
made candies proved the star selling item a 
still another fair. 


of 


Adult Education 

“The Expositor is a welcome guest in my of 
fice every month,” writes Allen B. Staneh 
Plainville, Virginia, “and I can never tell an 
one what a blessing it is. The sermons, thi 
ideas on Church work are a help to me in | 


? 


ministry here in this busy city of 40,000, as 
try to serve a little Disciple Church of 16) 
members. 

“Recently, your requests in The Exposito 
for ministers to share their experiences, plans 
programs, etc., have challenged me to write { 
little article on our Experiment in Adult Chris 
tian Education. Here are the facts, and if an} 
other minister can use the plan, I shall be mos 
happy. God speed you in your work for thi 
ministry.” See page 636. 
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Higley’s Sunday School 
Lesson Commentary 

This Lesson Commentary, based on_ thi 
Authorized Version, contains helps from re 
sponsive readings to Expositions of the Golder 
Text and topics for class discussion. Thi 
illustrations are ample, and Object lessons wil 
be helpful to many who need to conserve 01 
reading time and study. $1.00.—W. 
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W TO BE SAVED 


‘There are three things absolutely essential 
one’s salvation from sin as given in the 

ble. These are: 

: The Holy Spirit 

‘ God’s Word — 

| Faith 

‘Some will say this is too complicated and 

lx why all three are needed, and why one 
the three will not suffice? To illustrate why 
2 cooperation of these three is needed, the 
ithor has frequently used the following with 
{endid results, and is passing it along hoping 

‘at others may. find the illustration helpful 
winning others to a Christian life. 

ree Eye-Witnesses 

“They were there and actually saw it with 

/2ir own eyes, so there could not be the 
st doubt as to the truth of their recording 

| the event 


BUT 


“No. 1 told it in this wise:—“I saw a man 
‘aose boat had capsized and he thrown into 
i> water. Not being able to swim, he had 
‘ne down twice and was about to sink for 
« third time when a man on the shore res- 
ved him.” In other words, the man about 
drown was saved by a man. 
‘No. 2 knew not that No. 1 had told what 
saw, and told the same story, except that 
( said nothing at all about the man rescuing 
“e drowning man, but rather, he said, “A 
‘pe was thrown to the man just as he was 
yout to sink for the last time.” In other 
ords, the drowning man was saved by a 


pe. 

) No. 8, knowing nothing of the report of the 
scue as given by Nos. 1 and 2, told exactly 
‘e same story, except as he told it, the res- 
ie was entirely due to the fact that the 
jowning man caught hold of a rope thrown 
i him and held on till he was drawn to 
‘ore. In other words, he saved himself. 

‘Three widely different versions, all true, 
ld about the very same incident. 

What really happened was as follows:—The 
»at capsized, and the occupant was thrown 
ito deep water. Unable to swim, he cried 
a help and a man on shore, seeing his plight, 
‘cured a rope which he threw out to the 
most exhausted man. His aim was good and 
ws strength sufficient to drop one end of the 
pe within reach of the drowning man who, 
fasping the rope, laid firm hold upon it, 
lid held on until the man on the shore had 
awn him in to a place of safety. 

There might have been a dozen ropes lying 
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near, but a man was needed to get one rope 
within reach of the drowning man. He was 
saved by a man, just as No. 1 said. 

“Not by might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” (Zech. 4:6) “My Spirit” 
—the third person of the Trinity-(The Man.) 

There might have been a dozen men near 
at hand, but had there been no rope available 
that man would doubtless have been lost. 

“Receive with meekness the engrafted Word, 
which is able to save your soul.” (James 1:21). 

The Spirit of God takes the Word of God 
(the Rope) and makes it, with its saving 
power, available to all who would be saved. 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith.” 
(Eph. 2:8). 

Had there been a dozen men and a dozen 
ropes, and all ropes within reach of the man 
in the water, it still would need his faith in 
the rope for him to lay hold, and hold on 
until drawn to safety. 

Retold in terms of salvation—the blessed 
Spirit of God does take of the things of God 
(His Holy Word) and carries it to the hearts 
of sinful men with convicting power, and if 
the sinner will, by faith, lay hold of the Word, 
and hold on, He—the Spirit of God, will bring 
him to safety. 

Saved by a Man—The Spirit of God. 

Saved by a Rope—The Word of God. 

Saved himself—Laid hold by Faith. 

Has THIS HAPPENED IN YOUR LIFE? 

—Grant Colfax Tullar, Summit, N. J. 


The Expositor brings you the benefit of 
the experiences of thousands of progressive 
preachers. 
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DARWIN X. GASS 


that which is termed success. It is 
desired not only by individuals in pri- 
vate life, but by all groups and organizations. 
The Church and Church School desire to be 
successful, as do the leaders of these. Yet 
there is no painless road to attainment. Truly, 
more there are who desire success than are 
favorable to paying its price. And as success 
is glorified, failure is equally frowned upon. 
God, in His wisdom, has seemingly created 
His domain in such a fashion as to make the 
possibilities for success or failure equal. It is 
a matter of observation that where opportu- 
nities for success are great, the possibilities for 
failure are equally great. Where opportunities 
for success are small, there is little possibility 
of failure. In religious activities, the oppor- 
tunities for doing worthwhile things, for being 
successful, are almost limitless. Is it not also 
true that possibilities for failure are in pro- 
portion? Is not the nature of religious leader- 
ship such as needs demand the utmost courage 
and determination possible? So true is this 
that only the strength growing out of humility 
can succeed. 


Show Them the Father 


To every teacher in the Church School there 
comes the opportunity to make God real for 
children, young people, or adults. One cannot 
help but wonder if we have not too often 
been concerned with morals, economics, gov- 
ernment, and various problems, without mak- 
ing them secondary to the all important fact— 
God. There is place for all these in the 
teaching program, providing they are not con- 
sidered ends in themselves, and providing they 
open avenues to God. Is it not true that many 
of our difficulties can be attributed to the 
absence of God in the thought of the world? 
Teachers have the opportunity to lead their 
pupils to the true joy of Christianity. To 
attempt to mould the coming generations into 
safe neighbors—neighbors who will not steal 
from us nor slay us—by teaching morality and 
ethics is to build on sand. Show them the 
Father and it will suffice. Put first things first, 
and the secondary things will not suffer. To 
make God real to pupils is to succeed in 
teaching. To fail is to leave a negative impres- 
sion which makes them indifferent to life, sour 
on the Church, and without God. 


Schwenkville, Penna. 
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Many of the efforts put forth by the Chure 
School teacher must be counted as both succes 
and failure. The same preparation, the s 
activity, the same enthusiasm and devotior 
the same sincerity that results in one pupil’ 
being led to God may conceivably leave ani 
other cold. In the light of this, it become 
necessary that the religious person be willing 
if occasion demands, to suffer the feelings 0 
defeat and responsibility for sin. This for th 
privilege of serving God and accomplishin 
something for His Kingdom. A thirteent 
century Japanese prophet, whose preachin 
had been rejected, believed, while in exil 
that the sufferings of his people were due t 
their sins. He believed that he was responsibl 
for their sufferings because he had failed t¢ 
convince them of their sins. A feeling akin tc 
this will probably come at times to every con 
scientious Church School teacher. 

Success or failure over a period of time maj 
often depend upon the attitudes of teacher 
and officers during two particular periods 
These two are boom times and depressio 
times. When attendance is unusually goo 
and interest runs high, there may come th 
temptation to become lax, to cease puttin 
forth the best efforts. “Things are in fine 
condition. I will relax for a season.” Yielding 
to this temptation is fatal. For if they comé 
hungering, and are not fed, will they return 
again and again without ceasing? 

In times of depression, when attendance is 
far below that expected, and interest runs low 
there is the natural temptation to become dis- 
couraged. But discouraged teachers and offi 
cers will never lead a school to greater activity 
They will, instead, exert a negative influence 
Only when leaders-are fired with the visiox 
of what may be, can they inspire others posi 
tively. We are reminded of the attitude o 
mind which contributed to Thurston’s success 
When the audience was small, he looked upox 
the persons present with gratitude; thankfu 
that they had come to see his performance 
His frame of mind added to the success o 
the program. The audience was satisfied, anc 
went on their way praising the skill of Thur 
ston. It is an art which religious leaders mus 
develop; the art of being thankful for thos 
who are willing to hear, be they few or many 

The success of each church school is de 
pendent upon those consecrated workers wh« 
are willing to spend themselves beyond am 
prescribed lines of duty. Success demand 
sacrifice. But success comes only when th 
reward is forgotten; when serving the caus 
of the Master is given first place. “He tha 
loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” 
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‘A FEW years ago a group of distinguished 
historians amused themselves by writing 
a book called “If” or “History Re-Writ- 
‘a.” Among these historians were Van Loon, 
‘aurois, Belloc, Chesterton and Ludwig. Some 
the “if’s” which they discussed were these: 
(f Lee had not lost the Battle of Gettysburg,” 
‘€ the Mocrs in Spain had won,” “If the 
jatch had kept New Amsterdam,” “If Louis 
VI had had an atom of firmness,” “If Booth 
ud missed Lincoln,” “If Napoleon had es- 
“ped to America.” The attempt to reconstruct 
“e past on the ground of those hypotheses and 
aagine what might have been had that been 
‘e history was indeed an interesting and 
‘tellectual enterprise. But there are no “ifs” 
« history. 
| The greatest fact of history is the Incarna- 
‘on of God in Jesus Christ, and therefore, the 
‘eatest “if’s,” the greatest possible imagina- 
‘on would be the “if” of our subject this 
Sorning. “If Christ had not come.” 
) If Christ had not come there would be no 
Shristmas season with its green and red deco- 
“tions, its reunion of families, its thought of 
jiends, near and far, its giving and receiving 
* gifts, its brief but beautiful period of good 
ill and charity to all men; its Christmas 
‘usic floating above the noise and traffic of 
ine city, echoed sweetly by the midnight sing- 
“8, or sounding majestically on the great organ 
(= the Church. There would be no Bible, at 
‘vast the Christian part of it, the New Testa- 
‘rent and very little of the Old Testament 
ther, because it was when the Old Testa- 
‘went was joined to the New Testament that 
) was circulated throughout the world. There 
‘ould be no Sabbath with its divine pause in 
Mae toil of the week, and there would be no 
“hristian Church with its long history of wor- 
ttsburgh, Penna. 
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ship and of good works. 

If Christ had not come there would be no 
Christian Conscience, no Christian Love, no 
Christian Hope. 

J. There would be no Christian Conscience, 
and by that we mean the Christian’s sense of 
sin, the distinction between good and evil. The 
law of God, which taught His holiness and 
taught man the difference between right and 
wrong, his accountability to God, and there- 
fore, his sinfulness, had done its great prepar- 
atory work. But that work was only pre- 
paratory to the great Proclamation of Right- 
eousness which came with Jesus Christ. The 
sense of sin, that gulf of indifference between 
right and wrong had grown faint. If Christ 
had not come would there be the least echo 
of the Ten Commandments? Christ said of 
His Gospel and of His Church, that it was the 
salt of the earth, and despite the fact there 
were times when the salt lost its savor, the 
Church has indeed been the salt of the earth, 
doing the work of salt, as the word was used 
by Christ, to preserve the world from corrup- 
tion. There can be no doubt about the fearful 
state of morals when Christ came, and that 
the light of conscience had been darkened. 
Men had tured the Truth of God into a 
lie. The night was dark, and steadily growing 
darker. Judaism had run its course. Paganism 
had come to a flower in beautiful but futile 
intellectual speculations on one hand, and un- 
speakable moral putrefaction on the other. One 
of the historians of that period when Christ 
came, in the preface to his description of it, 
says that he will take his readers only to the 
entrance of that dark cavern, for if they en- 
tered the cavern they would be destroyed by 
its fearful odors. 


“On that hard pagan world 
Disgust and sated loathing fell. 
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Deep weariness and sainted lust 
Made human life a Hell.” 


It was then that Christ came and relighted 
the lamps of the world. It was then that He 
poured the river of Christian truth into the 
polluted lake of humanity. We hear men today 
frequently speaking about the possibility of 
the destruction of civilization. Civilization in 
the highest sense could be destroyed but not 
in the way these men speak of, international 
war, revolutions, and the raining down of 
bombs, and the loosing of floods of billowy 
clouds of death-dealing vapors and _ gases. 
Nothing moral, nothing spiritual can ever be 
destroyed that way. There is only one way 
in which civilization could be destroyed, and 
that would be through the loss of the sense 
of sin, the loss of moral distinction, or the 
death of the Christian conscience. If that 
should go, then chaos is come again. 

II. If Christ had not come there would be 
no Christian love. Christian love is the result 
of the reflection of the love of God shown to 
men. It is the love of God spread abroad in 
the heart of mankind. What a world it would 
have been, the past 1900 years, and what a 
world it would be today, if there were no 
Christian love! 

There is no reason to think that the great 
social and moral changes of the past Christian 
ages would have come if Christ had not come. 
When He came the tendency was altogether 
in the other direction. Christian love brought 
with it the high Christian evaluation of man. 
Then the world was divided into Jews and 
Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, but Christ 
came to teach the sacredness of man as man, 
and that God had made of one blood all 
nations of men. There is no portion of the 
Bible that is obsolete as to principle, any more 
than truth is obsolete; but there are certain 
sayings in the New Testament which have no 
practical application in some parts of the 
world, and those are the portions of the New 
Testament which deal with the respective 
duties of masters and slaves, for, due to the 
influence of Christianity, the greater portion 
of the world today knows nothing of masters 
and slaves, as those terms were understood at 
the time of the writing of the New Testament 
books. 

And what shall we say of the prisoner, and 
woman, and little children? The disciples mar- 
velled when they saw Jesus talking with the 
Woman of Samaria at the well, that He, a 
public teacher and prophet, should talk with 
a woman. No one marvels at that today. Christ 
lifted woman to her present platform of honor 
and dignity. The coming of Christ threw a 
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zone of pity and protection around the hel 
lessness and innocence of Childhood. The 
is extant an ancient letter, written June | 
1 s.c., by a man Hialairion to his wife, Al 
concerning the babe which was soon to 
born to his daughter. This is the letter: “H’ 
lairion to Alis: Many greetings. Be not d 
tressed if at the general coming in I rema 
at Alexandria. I pray thee and beseech th 
take care of the little child, and as soon as 
receive wages I will send them to thee. 
when it is delivered, it be a male baby, let 
live. If it be a female, expose it.” That aw! 
Greek Word, “Ekbale”—expose, is sufficient 
measure the distance between a world wi 
and without Christ. Contrast such a letter 
that and such a practice as that with tl 
Christmas trees of this morning and the é 
pectant children, and the glow of happine 
in their faces. Yes, all your charities, all yo) 
hospitals, all your asylums, all your homé 
and orphanages, you can trace back by 
golden thread that leads you straight to th 
grotto at Bethlehem over which the St 
halted. The world, it is true, is a very da 
place, and a very sad place; but what wou 
it be like today if Christ had not come? T! 
coming of Christ was indeed like the comix 
of dawn, the Day Spring from on high. G: 
commanded the light to shine out of darkne 
in the face of Christ, as once at creatior 
beginning He had commanded it to shine oy 
the chaos, when the earth was without for 
and void and darkness covered the face 
the day. 

III. There would be no Christian Hope. § 
Paul described the world when Christ came 
a world without God and without hope. 
was a world without hope because it was 
world without God. There would be no ho 
now of forgiveness, none of that yearning a1 
hope which come to all of us in our be 
moments for moral beauty and health, b 
only the deadening recollection and convicti 
that we must always be just as we are. B 
there is the child lying in His mother’s arms 
the Cradle at Bethlehem, and of what does I 
speak most of allP Of the sinless life. Ax 
that was the great blessing that He came 
bestow on men, for there is the same Chil 
no longer in His mother’s arms, but hangii 
yonder alone in the cruel arms of the Cro: 
Our Satisfaction and Atonement for sin, 0 
Righteousness. The world would have knoy 
nothing, and would know nothing today, 
that sweetest and most thrilling and mc 
joyful of all experiences—and God forbid th 
any of you should miss it—the sense of s 
forgiven through the rich mercy of God 
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arist our Saviour. “I bring you tidings of 
‘eat joy,” and this is the reason for that joy, 
‘nto you a Saviour is born.” 

In a more general sense, there would be no 
spe for the future. What holds the world 
‘gether, the unshakable platform upon which 
ion build, is their hope for the morrow. That 
ype is built upon Christ. There will always 
| progress as long as there is hope, and if 
ype still shines like a star in the world’s night, 
lis that same star that shone over Bethlehem 
) old. 

“If Christ had not come there would be no 
ype of Life after Death. The beautiful and 
wofound speculations of Socrates and Plato 
id Cicero, had no practical value; they were 
table to light the lamp of hope for those 
ho must go down into the valley of the 
jadow of death. After Christ had come, 
nul encourages the Christian disciples who 
ad been bereaved that they are not to sor- 
iw as those who have no hope. Those who 
lve no hope! That was the state of the mass 
+ mankind when Christ came, and it would 
}> our state and condition today if Christ had 
pt come to bring life and immortality to light 
j| the Gospel. Christ put an inextinguishable 
imdle in the window of Heaven to cheer the 
jeart and guide the wandering footsteps of 
vankind. 

‘We might continue along this path of imag- 
fiation, thinking what the world would be 
ke if Christ had not come; but now has Christ 
bme. The angels came down from heaven 
bid Him welcome, and still their songs echo 
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Watt. 1:18-25-2:1-12., Gal. 6:7-10. 


4 IFE” magazine carried a group of pic- 
| tures of the national meeting of magi- 
| cians in Chicago. To one of these 
|lizards, who had been “on the boards” longer 
jan any of his colleagues, it casually gave 
"he title “Patriarch of Prestidigitators.” But 
laere is another personage far more worthy 
“© being called the Patriarch of Prestidigitators. 
"There is someone else who really is the grand- 
"addy of magicians. 

' To establish! the right of this contender for 


he crown, let us make clear what we mean by 


agic.” Essentially, “magic” is the term we 
He 
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in the heart of mankind. 
Conclusion 

There are those who are really living as if 
Christ had not come. In one way you cannot 
do that, for you share the benefits of His com- 
ing, their protecting and refining and enlight- 
ening influence upon the life of the world 
today. But in another sense you can. Perhaps 
some of you are living as if Christ had not 
come. If you are living without prayer, if you 
are living without the spirit of forgiveness 
toward your fellowman, if you are living with- 
out pity, without Christian charity and love, 
without repentance from sin, and without faith 
in God—then you are living as if Christ had 
not come. 

It will be less tolerable in the day of Judg- 
ment for those who live as if Christ had not 
come, in a world to which He has come,than 
for Bethsaida and Chorazin and Sodom and 
Gomorrah, who never knew of His coming. 
How then, are you going to start this new 
year? Will you live it just as you lived last 
year, as if Christ had not come? Will you turn 
your back again on his Manger Cradle? Will 
you turn away from His Cross and reject those 
pierced and outspread arms? Will you grieve 
again His Holy Spirit? Instead of that, come 
with us, and let us go even unto Bethlehem; 
let us join the Wise Men, the shepherds, the 
multitude of the Heavenly Host, the Believers 
in all ages, the redeemed today in Heaven, 
and bow before Him who came to give light 
to them that sat in darkness and to guide 
our footsteps in the way of peace. 
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apply to those phenomena which seem to lie 
outside the cause and effect relationships of 
nature. If we have two apples in a basket, and 
put in two more, we have four. That is 
cause and effect. But if we had five—that 
would be magic That result which 
transcends all the discernible forces of its 
origin, that effect which goes beyond its ap- 
parent cause—that we call magic. 
This is a cause and effect world. Two 
plus two does equal four, and not five. Science 
and religion unite to state that our actions 
do set into motion certain momentums that 
inevitably produce their carefully-measured 
results. “Be not deceived.” Paul warned the 
Galatians—and the rest of us—“be not deceived, 
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God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap. For he that 
soweth unto his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption. But he that soweth unto the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And 
let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due 
season we shall reap.”. . . This is a cause and 
effect universe. 

If one were to know all the stimuli that 
come to a particular individual, and if one 
could weigh and measure in full the factors 
of his heredity and environment, one could 
pretty well tell just how that person would 
react in most situations. Mankind has turned 
out to be somewhat of a mechanism. Cut him, 
and he bleeds. Tempt him, and he sins. 
Develop the goodness within him, and he rises 
above temptation and evil. 

Indeed, some go so far as to say that if we 
are bad it is simply because our heredity and 
environment chanced to add up to a bad total, 
and therefore we shouldn’t be blamed, be- 
cause, we are but the helpless resultants of 
conflicting forces, and it’s not our fault. 

Well, there may be truth in that line of 
thought—and the fact that good conditions 
of heredity and environment do tend to pro- 
duce good results in human living, is our 
reason for trying to get better conditions of 
heredity and environment. Here, put into a 
nutshell, is the essential philosophy of our 
work for the betterment of the society within 
which we live and bring up our children. 

But if human conduct—the way we act and 
think and live—is simply the result of external 
forces, what is there left of which we can 
be proud? How can we call ourselves good? 
And how can even God call us bad? 

It is right here that magic steps in. Magic 
we defined you remember, as a result that goes 
beyond the discernible cause. 

And, strangely enough, it is the psychologists, 
who would chase all the magic out of human 
nature, who now turn around and sneak it in 
the back door. For there are some forces— 
two in particular—that can not be computed 
nor restrained in their effect unon our conduct. 
There are some forces in human nature which 
make two plus two equal five. 

There are two forces, said Dr. William 
Sadler, about which you cannot tell. They 
can’t be measured, they don’t act according 
to the rules, they produce all kinds of different 
results. They are catalysts, as well as reagents, 
in the chemistry of life. They produce results 
far beyond the scope of the apparent cause. 
In other words, they are magic. 

And what are these magic forces of human 
personality? What are these factors which the 
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psychologist can neither measure nor ee | 
Dr. Sadler says that they are —LOVE, a 
RELIGION. 

Love and religion—they are magic, whi 
they get into people. They make two pl 
two equal five, or 40 or 1019. They mal 
an untidy adolescent boy suddenly begin 
shine his shoes, and comb his hair, and cle 
his fingernails. They can ease our wom 
They can relieve our bitterness. They c¢ 
restore the rainbow to the clouds. They ¢ 
enter into a life so completely and chap 
it so utterly that we speak of conversion, a1 
of being born anew. They can pry thé 
way into even the disordered mind, and brit 
it a peace, and at times restore it to sanity. 

Love and religion, —they’re magic. 

Now-—and this is the crucial question—ni 
where, preeminently, do love and _ religit 
meet? Where do love and religion come t 
gether more fully than at any other time. 
place? 

Is it not at the Cradle Manger? Here, | 
the most humble of settings—yet rich at 
beautiful with the rugged realism of actu 
life—here love and religion came together 
such a perfect radiance that the Star of Beth! 
hem is still the star to which we look for lig 
and guidance in a dark and _pathless worl 
Here, in the Christmas season, love at 
religion come together to work their pow 
magic upon the human heart. 

And I, for one, will not condemn 0 
modern Christmas as being over-comm<¢ 
cialized. It is sort of a fad, you know, # 
ministers to do that today—to say that we lo 
the essential part of Christmas in our rush. 
do our Christmas shopping and address o 
Christmas cards. Perhaps we do stress son 
such aspects of Christmas a little more th: 
we should—the human eye is seldom perfe 
in its perception of perspective—but any for 
that can get us to send friendly, cheerf 
greetings to dozens, or even hundreds, of 0 
friends. is a pretty good force, when all | 
considered. Any energizing principle that c 
cause us to spend our money for somebo: 
else—that is a good energizing principle. 

The very degree to which we have cor 
mercialized the Christmas season, the ve 
crush of the crowd of buyers that throng o 
stores and fill.our streets, is the measure 
tribute to the power for good that Christm 
exerts upon our indolent and selfish hum: 
nature. 

Love and religion come together at Chri: 
mastide, and the result is magic. 

And now we come back to our prima 
contention: Who is the true Patriarch of Pres 
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‘cators?> Who is the real granddaddy of 
vicians? Is it not that familiar figure who 
«ds out against billboard and storewindow, 
‘the jolly symbol of this season? Is it not 
' plump old fellow who has a red nose and 
‘te whiskers, and wears the red Santa Claus 
that our Church rents out all over town 
only 25 cents an evening? 
e is our candidate for the position, and it 
eretty hard to see how there could be 
th competition against him. As long as 
lta Claus is the prevailing symbol of the 
ijistmas season, when love and religion meet 
‘work their double magic—that long will 
‘ta Claus hold-the throne as Patriarch of 
jtidigitators. 
‘orty-three years ago, a very little girl 
‘ned Virginia—she was only eight years old— 
ite a brave little letter to a very big news- 
yer, the “New York Sun.” In that letter 
said, “I am eight years old. Some of my 
2 friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
f, ‘If you see it in the Sun it’s so.’ Please 
“me the truth—is there a Santa Claus?” 
“nd just in case there is an heretic here 
ay who doesn’t believe in Santa Claus, 
“1 tell you what the editor of that big New 
‘ic newspaper wrote back to little Virginia: 
‘YES, INDEED! 
‘Wirginia, your little friends are wrong. They 
‘e been affected by the skepticism of a skep- 
il age—they do not believe except what 
17 see—they think that nothing can be which 
‘ot comprehensible by their little minds. 
All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s 
‘shildren’s, are little. 
Mm this great universe of ours man is a 
%e insect; an ant, in his intellect, as com- 
sd with the boundless world about him, as 
‘asured by the intelligence capable of grasp- 
the whole truth and knowledge. 
"Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
‘He exists as certainly as love and generosity 
{ devotion exist, and you know that they 
vund and give to your life its highest 
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beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would be 
the world if there were no Santa Claus! It 
would be as dreary as if there were no Vir- 
ginias. There would be no childlike faith then, 
no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this 
existence. We should have no enjoyment, 
except in sense and sight. The eternal light 
with which childhood fills the world would 
be extinguished. Not believe in Santa Claus! 
You might as well not believe in fairies! 

“You might get your papa to hire men 
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas 
Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did 
not see Santa Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus— 
the most real things in the world are those 
neither children nor men can see. 

“Did you ever see fairies dancing on the 
lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that 
they are not there—nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders that are unseen and 
unseeable in the world. 

“You can tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not the 
strongest man, or even the united strength of 
all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear 
apart. Only faith, and fancy, and poetry, and 
love, and romance, can push aside the cur- 
tain and view and picture the supernal beauty 
and glory beyond. 

“Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all the 
world there is nothing else real and abiding. 

“No Santa Claus! Thank God—he lives, and 
he lives forever—a thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10,000 years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the heart of childhood.” 

Ladies and gentlemen, I give to you that 
Christmas spirit of love and religion symboliz- 
ed by the grand old fellow who works such 
magic even with gruff old hearts like yours and 
mine—I give you SANTA CLAUS, the PA- 
TRIARCH OF PRESTIDIGITATORS. 
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H. R. L. SHEPPARD, D. D. 


“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass again us.” Matt. 6:12. 


HAVE been reminded, about Christmas- 
|, time of two boxers shaking hands before 

the contest, with hideous geniality, intend- 
ing just as soon as they could manage it to 
hammer each other tooth and nail. I have been 
reminded of that when J have seen people with 
hate in their eyes compelled by the sentiment 
and convention of Christmas morning to be 
civil to someone to whom they are usually un- 
civil, and to wish well to someone of whom 
they spend the rest of the year wishing ill. 
That kind of thing coming out of the blue and 
ending as soon as Christmas ends may be 
good enough for those who do not profess and 
call themselves Christians, but it should not 
be good enough for us. It is of permanent 
peace-making I would speak. 


The Greatest Prayer Ever Uttered 


The greatest prayer ever uttered, one that 
haunts the minds of countless people, was 
those words on the Cross, “Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do.” Had 
you and I been passing near enough to Cal- 
vary on that fateful day to catch that prayer 
offered by the Crucified Man for those who 
were crucifying Him, we should have been 
obliged, I think, to stop and wait for more, for 
we should have known that we were in the 
presence of someone of different moral stature 
from all the world, someone who was doing all 
that man could to be noble and to be great. 
We may be all of us spiritually hard of hear- 
ing, but we are not stone deaf, and we are 
indeed capable of recognizing what is divine, 
and in that prayer we sense a morality never 
surpassed, and one, moreover, that we now 
know will be the last word in divine and hu- 
man wisdom. I do not think we have as yet 
any sort of appreciation of the demands which 
Christianity—the authentic edition of it, which 
is directly derived from the teaching and 
spirit of Christ—makes on its disciples. Its sug- 
gestions and demands cut across the conven- 
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tional standards of the moral law, and comp\ 
law-abiding men to re-think their values in th 
light of some new and blinding ethical illur 
ination such as the world saw on Calvary. 


I sometimes think that candidates for th 
Christian fellowship should be confronted, n¢ 
at first with intellectual orthodoxy, but wit 
this one testing demand: “Can you, dat 
you, attempt the way of One, the ideal Mat 
who as He died prayed that those who ha 
killed Him might be forgiven, and pleade 
that they were really ignorant of what the 
did?” Can you possibly as a professing Chri 
tian dare to take up that attitude to th 
world? To-day I am only thinking of ov 
relationship to our fellows and neighbours. | 
a candidate can pass that test, and declar 
that in so far as God will give him strengt 
and grace he will adventure through life i 
that spirit, he is then to be admitted at one 
as a young Christian disciple, who quite soo 
will lose a great deal of caste with his friend! 
but who is in the tradition of the Master whor 
He desires to follow. 

But if the candidate says, “I can accey 
every clause of the Christian creed, I see n 
difficulty whatsoever in saying that in publi 
or in private, but I do not see that each or an 
of its clauses commits me to such an eccentri( 
such an unpractical, such a perfectly ridiculov 
attitude towards those who have done m 
injury,” then I would say to him, “My frienc 
I do not judge you, God forbid, but loo 
again into the heart of the gospel, look behin 
the representation of it that you have ofte 
seen. This is—I am sorry to have to tell you 
this is the standard demanded by Christ.” Ma 
it be the reason why the world treats us stil 
we Christians, as almost negligible, the reaso 
why there is as yet no international ethic i 
the world, the reason why the Kingdom « 
God, which is the kingdom of love, tarries, ma 
it be because we have not dared to confror 
ourselves with the forgiveness which God d: 
mands we should hand to our enemies? 


The Exposito 


A Gospel for the Brave 
‘The Christianity that you and I so like 
» sound of, and that attracts us so much, 
secially around Christmas, with all the 
\ristmas pageantry and fun, is not just one 
‘ther platitude which says that it is much 
‘ster to be good than to be bad. It is a 


ople. It is an adventure into certain kinds 
hard country. It is a going out gradually 
it steadily beyond anything we thought 
sssible when we were first enchanted with the 
and of the Christian music. It is a passing 
‘o a manner of living sustained by an 
‘known source of spiritual power, which is 
‘ways available, but only in proportion as we 
‘sss from death unto life through loving the 
ethren. It is such a pity that we have made 
smess of that word “love” so that very often 
+ means all sorts of things which it does 
wt mean as spoken by Christ. 
I wonder whether I could make all this 
ain to some of those here in this church who 
last wonder sometimes nowadays whether 
ls ministers stand in the pulpit and speak in 
solute sincerity, or merely because it is our 
‘ielihood, merely because we chose it at the 
ginning and have to keep it up Sunday after 
enday. The one thing you ask in ministers 
religion is absolute sincerity. You want to 
sow whether we really believe—as please 
od we do—that even in spite of perpetual 
srsonal failures His grace can enable the 
weakest of us to sing such a song of uncondi- 
ned love in a strange and unloving land 
‘ithout fear and without capitulation. We can 
» so because “He first loved us, and gave 
‘imself for us.” 
. That is the final hope for every man. We 
se all included in that plural. That is the 
spel for the poor. There is no one outside 
se love of God. The saint has his past indeed, 
at the sinner has his future, and the future 
_ with those of us who know that while there 
-no evil in the heart of the worst man in the 
orld, which might not be committed by you 
.- by me to-night, there is grace also for those 
* us who dare to seek it. But that grace 
annot be given, that forgiveness which brings 
“ace cannot be bestowed unless we also are 
repared to forgive those who have injured us. 
| Is this all true, this business about the grace 
= God? Is it true that if the ego is cut out of 
uur lives, our lives are full of the Holy Ghost 
yen though we know it not? My friends, 
believe I could prove it to you by the fact 
& Christmas itself if you would assist. Let 
ine suggest it to you. Take that same un- 
»nditional promise of mercy and forgiveness 
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‘spel that can only be tackled by brave - 


that is open to you through the loving mercy 
of God and offer it at once to the individual 
whom at the moment you obstinately refuse 
to forgive. See to it that you wake on 
Christmas morning with an absolution on your 
lips for the whole world, and above all for 
that one person against whom you cherish for 
you so disturbing and so disintegrating a 
hatred. Cut that hatred out of your heart. 

It may be that when we have forgiven we 
shall still never like the individual concerned. 
Well, we are not called upon to like our neigh- 
bour, but to love him. Liking is not within 
our control. We cannot like certain people 
however much we go on trying. But we can 
love people, we can determine that under no 
circumstances whatever would we do or think 
them harm. In so far as our Lord with His 
dying breath prayed for those who crucified 
Him and pleaded their ignorance of the sin 
they committed, He must certainly have loved 
them with a love past all human understand- 
ing. 

The Way to Peace Eternal 

Do you want to try and know by Christmas 
if Christ is seeking you and offering you 
peace eternal—peace even though your life 
must still outwardly be in turmoil and distress 
and your conflict with sin unending? Then 
take back into your prayers and permanently 
into your love—if not as yet into your liking— 
that one soul whom up to this moment you 
have detested, whom perhaps you have pur- 
sued for some time with relentless unkindness 
because of some injury real or supposed that 
he or she once did to you. It may be, you 
know, that the fault was fifty-fifty, perhaps 
even seventy-five and twenty-five, and that 
yours was the seventy-five. It may be you 
wronged him or her as much as he or she ever 
wronged you. But never mind what has gone 
before. Do full obedience now to the excellent 
art of forgetfulness in honour of the Child 
Jesus of Nazareth with the necklace of miracles 
and wonders that chain the story of Bethlehem 
with the story of Olivet. 

Let me speak in conclusion one moment to 
church people. My friends, I have heard of 
churches where members and workers who 
have quarrelled pass each other in the street 
or even in the aisles of the church without so 
much as a sign of recognition, and the moment 
they have passed, if they get a chance, they 
say something brutal or cruel about their 
fellow-member. I have even heard of com- 
municants who cherish such hate towards each 
other that though they may kneel side by side 
at the altar rail nothing would induce them 
to exchange a word of greeting either before 
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or after they have broken bread with their 
Lord, and nothing would induce them to 
silence the bitterness with which each of 
them speaks of the other. 

This is blasphemy against God. This is the 
kind of thing that is crucifying Christ afresh 
and making the Word of God of none effect 
whatsoever. “Love your enemies.” That is 
the demand of Christ. 

If you would know for yourself, the loving 
mercy of God, if you would welcome the Lord 
of glory, not in passing sentimentality, but in 
sincerity, if you would realize that you indeed 
are included in the lovely verses of St. John’s 
gospel that declare that whosoever comes, 
however he comes, whenever he comes, when 
he only begins to come, him will Christ in no 
wise cast out, deal then before Christmas 
with these foolish and wicked quarrels, this 
tangle of hatred and resentment, and offer 
your forgiveness to your fellow-sinner, and 
ask his forgiveness to you, and pray for him 
or her at your Christmas communion. Let 
that be your chief offering on the Day of the 
Nativity of Him who prayed for His enemies 
who killed Him and who bids us pray, “For- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us.” 

—Christian World Pulpit. 


OUTLINES 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER, D. D. 
Christmas Joy 


“When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy.” Matt. 2:10 


Here were joy notes such as no other age 
had known. The distinctive heart throbs elic- 
ited by the veritable reality of the Advent of 
Jesus Christ never before had been experienced 
in human consciousness. Have our annual 
celebrations become so perfunctory that we 
have lost this unique ecstacy? Let us analyze 
it. 

I. Reminded of unique “NEARNESS” OF 
GOD. Later Jesus told the story of the hidden 
treasure (Matt. 18) emphasizing the surprise 
and appreciation awakened in this unusual 
approach of the Divine to the human. 

II. Emphasized a new dignity in human 
life. Man no longer was a creature of the 
dust; but susceptible of heavenly possibilities. 
As many as received him . . . children of God 
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(John 1:12). Intimations of Democracy; whicl 
implied that men are neither “cannon fodder’ 
nor “galley slaves’—The “image of God” in 
new sense. “The rank is but the guine: 
stamp; the man’s the goud for ’a that.” 

III. The active sphere of Divine Creation 
no longer calling continents into form, or up 
lifting mountains; but “Joy in the presence o 
the angels of God, when one sinner is saved.” 
(Lk.15). Nathaniel was promised privileg 
of seeing “The heavens opened’—not a cra 
in the sky; but the Spirit of God manifested 
with transforming power. 

IV. This witnessing process exudes a con: 
tagious joy; as on the day of Pentecost whe 
radiant countenances and vibrating spirits 
tumed old Jerusalem up-side down (Acts 2:18, 
14) and the world (Acts 17:6). Here is th 
mission of the church and its members: 

Set other hearts to singing; hearts fille 
with care and need. 

Set other joy-bells ringing, with song and 
friendly deed. | 


cA 


The First Yuletide 


“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God... for all things . . . as it 
was told unto them.” Luke 2:20. 


It was evident, from this record, that most 
of the gladness and rejoicing came after 
Christmas, at that time; whereas today the ex- 
citement and commotion comes before the Day: 
In other words, the echoes of the Christmas 
music were its most delightful feature. Today, 
the “dead calm” of Christmas morning palls 
upon many; because they fail to discern the 
echoes which should reach into the deeper 
chambers of soul consciousness. What are 
some of these echoes? 

I. The world’s supreme longing as to life's 
fuller meanings was more fully discerned: 
Roman militarism, Greek culture and Hebrew 
ceremonialism had not satisfied soul yearnings. 
As Paul expressed it—“The whole creation 
groaneth .. . in pain until now” (Rom. 8:22) 
An echo of Christmas was Jesus’ word “I am 
the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6), 

II. The Christ Child’s appeal for sympathetic 
cooperation was to break barriers of class and 
race, emphasizing a new relationship, in which 

“One is your Master . . . and all ye are be 
thren (Matt. 28:8.) 

III. This new relationship was to ae. | 
in more helpfulness and cooperation for the 
general welfare. The greatest was to be the 
most helpful. | 

IV. The final echo was that of redemptive 
sacrifice, an act of supreme unselfishness, | 


The Exposito. 


‘menting the ancient ceremonies of the 
imple and supplanting their routine by an 
it of faith. “Behold the lamb of God that 
éxeth away the sin of the world.” Do you 
‘sh you could keep your watch by night, 
ie the shepherds of Bethlehem? Do you 
‘sh you could see a glory-light, as it shone 
| the sky for them? 

.I tell you the Christmas glory now, is a 
(Qusand times more bright, than the glory 
wat shone so long ago, on that first glad 
‘aristmas night. 


q 
‘hy Jesus Came 


came that ye might have life, and that ye 
might have it abundantly.” John 10:10. 
_ Evidently there was nothing secular and 
mmercial in this motive so succinctly enun- 
tated by the Good Shepherd. His purpose 
as much broader and deeper. He was to 
t frail imperfect man into a higher and 
cher state of consciousness. 
I. It was to be a life of broader vision; men 
re to see things that they had never seen 
fore. He opened the eyes of the blind both 
ysically and spiritually. He told Nathaniel 
‘at even the heavens should be opened; yet 
vat did not mean a crack in the sky for phys- 
val eyesight. That meant a fuller conscious- 
ess of God in prayer and revelation; also more 
‘timate knowledge of one’s faults and limi- 
tons. “Depart from me for I am a sinful 
an” said the conceited Simon, after the 
wht’s draft of fishes. 
) II. Naturally there followed a life of broad- 
_ sympathy, of concern for others, and kindly 
‘Ititudes of “good will among men.” General 
Soth condensed it all, in that one word 
‘blegram which he sent to all branches of 
‘hristendom on Christmas eve—“OTHERS.” 
III. Completing the trinity of consciousness, 
4sus came to strengthen the wills of men into 
‘ore courageous resolution and _ broadened 
‘olds of soul conquest; not with weapons of 
jar, but through agencies of healing, teach- 
yg and evangelism—“Witnesses in Jerusalem, 
amar and the uttermost parts of the earth 
‘Acts 1:8) such was His last commandment: 
ad “T.0! I am with you always” (Matt. 28:20) 


ef 
wever Failing Prosperity 


‘f thow shalt draw out thy soul to the hun- 
| gry... the Lord shall guide thee con- 
tinually . . and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden.” —Isa. 58:10-11. 

| Thanksgiving which takes account of mere 
»aterial prosperity is both superficial and 
serfunctory. There are some deeper springs 
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and richer subsoils that will produce satis- 
factions which abide, and which minister to 
the deeper soul vitality. OBSERVE: 

I. There must be an expansion of soul— 
unselfishly. This taking into account sym- 
pathetically is a cultivating process, such as 
the gardener uses when he breaks his ground. 
It may seem to be harsh, yet it makes for 
smoothness and receptivity. “He that loseth 
his life shall find it.” 

II. It draws from below the life giving 
moisture elements. Only of later years have 
“dry” farmers learned the secrets of efficient 
soil manipulation that lifts and conserves 


moisture. Thrift need not be wasteful spend- 
ing of resources; but kindly suggestion and 
guidance. 


Ill. God’s guidance may be economic as 
well as metaphysical (spiritual). There is 
an economic principle back of the “rest day” 
idea emphasized in the later verses of the 
chapter (13, 14). Blessings do not necessar- 
ily follow—“finding thine own pleasure” (18). 

IV. A constructive economy of this char- 
acter (vs. 12) sees abiding and stable foun- 
dations, and a progress along higher lines 
(vs. 14) with continued satisfactions from 
the heritage of the fathers. 


Bi 
What Is the Abundant Life 


“IT came that they might have life, and might 
have it abundantly.”—John 10:10. 

It is unfortunate that this fine classical 
theme of the Master has been appropriated by 
politicians to imply only such material bless- 
ings as “the full dinner pail” “a chicken in 
every pot” and a “garage on every lot.” 
Would that these promoters might catch the 
Christ motive, in offering to mankind a type 
of life far removed from sense satisfactions. 
This would dispel also their popular preju- 
dice that Christian life is narrow, morose or 
visionary. 

I. It is a consciousness of broader vis- 
ion. The worm in the soil has life; but it is 
spent within a horizon of a few square feet; 
contrast intelligent and spiritual vision of 


those disciples, lifted to behold the things 


of God. Well could their teacher say, 
“Blessed are your eyes for they see.” Visions 
of God: soul possibilities: Life itself. 

Il. It was also a deeper insight, go- 
ing into sympathetic relations. N. B. Paul’s 
prayer for the Ephesians “That the eyes 
of your hearts might be opened” (1:18) 


Blind School Motto: “It is the soul that sees.” 
III. Such experience leads to more use- 
ful living. Theodore Roosevelt christened 
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Jacob Riis America’s Most Useful Citizen be- 
cause he took interest in pure milk and play- 
ground legislation. What has so enriched 
human life as the missionary enterprises which 
have touched hearts and inspired zealous reso- 
lutions even to the utmost parts of earth. 

IV. The thrill of such world-wide and 
varied usefulness brings joy not mere amuse- 
ment or pleasure. Joy is an accompani- 
ment of service, not a selfish end in itself. 
Jesus’ thought was—that such joy (His 
own) might be in His followers, thus mak- 
ing for fullness. (John 15:11). 


q 
The Life Jesus Offers 


“I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.”—John 10:10. 


HIS statement, as to the real mission of 

Jesus, seemed to refute the popular preju- 

dice that Christianity is narrow, or dull, 

or untimely. It also lifts our thinking above 

that political ideal that the abundant life may 

be found when we have two chickens in the 
pot and a car in every garage. 

I. Jesus came to give a broader hor- 
izon to life, enabling men to see farther 
and also deeper. How He lifted the 
thinking of those peasants and fishermen 
was voiced when He said, “Blessed are 
your eyes for they see, and your ears 
for they hear.” The Hamilton telescope 
lately installed in a Texas university en- 
larged the universe many billions of 
miles. But Paul thought that the 
opening of the Ephesian “eyes of the 
heart” was of much more importance. So 
say we all. 

II. Such enlarged vision opens many 
new fields of service. Here is the an- 
swer to those utilitarian critics’ who say 
Christianity is visionary and impracticable. 
Witness the services rendered to human- 
ity by a Grenfell, a Kagawa or a Schweit- 
zer; aside from the long procession of 
heroic foreign missionaries and _ their 
generous supporters. The local church is 
the local medium for everyday useful- 
ness. 

III. All of which adds to the abun- 
dance of happiness, or Christian Joy. The 
other day the press reported the death of 
a dissipated play-boy who had spent his 
riotous living at a Florida resort. About 
the same time Dale Camegie told of the 
“happiest” man he met in Atlanta; the 
latter being a life-long cripple; one who 
had learned the secret of the deeper look 
and the broader horizons. The Bolsheviks 
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were mistaken when they said “Religion 
is an opiate.” They did not understand 
the mission of Jesus. He opened both 
the eyes and heart of the world to fuller 
joys. 
7 
When God’s Glory Shines 


“Joshua and Caleb spake unto all the company, 
saying... The Lord is with us. . . But 
all the congregation bade stone them 
with stones; and the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the tabernacle.” Numbers 
14:6-10. 

We are not informed as to the exact nature 
of that phenomenon—“God’s glory shone” but 
we are told the cause of it. The occasion re- 
quired brave men to stand openly for the 
truth: Is it not under such circumstances that 
God’s glory always shines? 

1. There was an honest inquiry and a 
conviction of right. So also with Stephen 
the martyr; with Luther, John Knox and 
John Huss. The very fact of hostile oppo- 
sition deepened their conviction as to the 
nearness of God; whose presence shone in 
their faces. There was no “inferiority 
complex”; although the ten weak major- 
ity saw themselves as “grasshoppers.” 
(Ch. 13:38). 

II. There was the glow of an un- 
selfish motive. Francis Willard’s statue 
in the Capitol at Washington; the only 
woman so honored, it stands as a rebuke 
to selfish political scheming and ambi- 
tion. 

III. The radiance of divine fire in 
soul transmission often is recognized when 
faith must stand against a blatant ma- 
jority. Martin. Niemueller in Berlin 
court: Kagawa in Military minded 


Japan: Paul in II Cor. 4, 6 speaks of 
“hath 


the light that 
hearts.” 


shined in our 
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"he Meeting of the Trees 
Christmas) 

Many years ago, when the first flurries of 
mow were falling, the trees of the forests de- 
ided to do something to make Christmas a 
‘itill happier day. They held a great meeting 
ym a large forest of the North to see what they 
sould give to mankind on Christmas Day. 
“very kind of tree was present, and they all 
agreed that a big Oak was to preside at the 
éneeting. 

__ The Oak called the meeting to order. “My 
ear fellow-trees, we have something impor- 
jant to decide today. Soon it will be Christ- 
‘mas. That is a day of giving gifts. We also want 
40 give something. Beside God, we trees are 
man’s oldest friends. We receive our greatest 
yoy in giving and certainly Christmas is a 
‘ime for giving.” 

_ To everything the Oak said, the other trees 
nodded their heads in agreement. 

_ “It will not be easy,” continued the Oak, 
“to find a gift appropriate for Christmas.” 

_ With this they also agreed, and there fol- 
lowed a long discussion as to what they could 
‘do that would add to the happiness of all 
ipeople at Christmas. The stately Elm listened 
swith a great deal of interest. 

_ “It seems to me,” said the Elm, “that we 
scould make the various families happiest if 
fone of us would go directly into their homes 
‘to spend the Christmas holidays with them.” 

“Yes,” added the Maple tree, “we could also 
tbe in their churches and on the streets of 
‘their villages and cities spreading Christmas 
cheer.” 

_ “These suggestions are very good,” said the 
‘tall Pine, “but who of us will volunteer to do 
this?” 

' Then the Oak tree said, “I think we should 
‘not ask for a volunteer, we ought to select 
a tree best suited to represent the spirit of 
Christmas.” 

This was followed by a long silence, as a 
chilly northern wind swayed the branches of 
‘all the trees as if to stir them into action. 
“The trees looked at one another wondering 
which one would receive the honor of spending 
the Christmas holidays in the homes of the 
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many families. 

Then the Hickory: tree asked for permission 
to speak. “As I look at myself and all of us 
here,” he said, “I notice that the leaves have 
fallen from our branches, but there is one 
tree among us that is always green both win- 
ter and summer.” 

No sooner had the Hickory tree said this 
than all of the trees looked at the evergreen. 
There the evergreen stood in all her beauty, 
the needles as green as in summer, with a 
sprinkle of pure white snow upon her branches. 
The other trees recognized at once that the 
evergreen should become the Christmas tree 
to cheer the hearts of young and old. 

The Linden tree approvingly nodded his 
head saying, “The evergreen is the only one 
among us that can bring living green foliage 
to our friend Man, when the winter winds 
blow and snow covers the ground.” 

“But my choice of the evergreen has reasons 
even deeper than that,” continued the Hickory. 

“What are those reasons?” asked the Oak. 

“The evergreen represents what Christmas 
should mean to our friends, the girls and boys, 
the men and women,” replied the Hickory. 
“She will fill the homes with fragrance in the 
cold, bleak winter. Christmas means that when 
the world was dark, dreary and cruel, God 
gave His Son Jesus to make it a happier and 
more beautiful place. Jesus has made the 
world happier and better with the fragrance 
of His beautiful life.” 

“Not only that,” continued the Hickory, “the 
fact that the evergreen is always green means 
that Jesus came to bring us everlasting life. 
The needles on the evergreen do not die in 
winter, and people who take Jesus as their 
Saviour live forever with Him in heaven. That 
is what Christmas means. ‘God so loved the 
world that He gave His only-begotten Son that 
whosoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting; life.’” 

“Also, the evergreen has the shape of a spire, 
pointing upward to God,” added the Hickory. 
“It will remind all men that Jesus came on 
Christmas Day to point all men to God.” 

The evergreen was the unanimous choice 
of all the trees. She thanked them all for the 
honor which they had bestowed upon her. 
And ever since then the evergreen has been 
the symbol of Christmas. The meeting of the 
trees was adjourned. They had added much 
to the Christmas cheer. 


of 


The Shepherd Boy Hans 
(The New Year) 

On the last day of the year a young shep- 
herd boy, named Hans, was grazing a flock of 
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sheep on the south side of a mountain where 
there was still some grass to be found. He had 
led his sheep a longer distance from home 
than usual. Winter had come, the air was 
cold and the sheep followed the shepherd at 
a quick pace. This was to be the last day 
the sheep were to be taken out for grazing. 
Tomorrow was New Year's Day. In Hans’ 
home on that day there was to be a family 
reunion; it would be a day of greetings, cheers 
and good things to eat. That was all the more 
reason, Hans thought, why the sheep on this 
last day of grazing should have a long day 
in the open fields before the snow fell. 

But suddenly without warming the sky was 
overcast. Hans, having lived in the open most 
of his life, could read the sky like a book. He 
knew that in that mountainous country a blind- 
ing snow storm could be upon him and his 
flock with a sudden fury. Instantly he called 
his dog to collect the sheep. The sky grew 
darker and the wind began to blow. A driving 
snow beat into Hans’ face. 

There are tricks to every trade and Hans’ 
ability as a good shepherd was to meet the 
test. He knew that he must keep his sheep 
moving into the wind, not with the wind. The 
easiest thing in a storm is to turn your face 
away from the driving snow. That is exactly 
what the sheep wanted to do. But if the sheep 
should face away from the storm the wind 
would blow under their long fur and would 
drive the snow next to their skin. So they 
would soon become caked with ice and freeze. 

Fortunately the way home was into the 
wind. Hans called his sheep and the bewil- 
dered animals answered with weak bleats as 
the snow peppered their eyes. Hans always 
led his sheep, never drove them. But this 
day they refused to follow him into the storm. 
He called to them in vain. Then the faithful 
dog circled behind the sheep, nipped their 
heels and with great difficulty turned them 
into the wind and toward home. 

With their heads down and eyes almost 
closed the sheep stumbled along crowded 
against one another. At times Hans thought 
that he had lost his way. But he knew that 
if he kept his face directly into the wind he 
would eventually get home. He pulled his 
head down into the collar of his coat, and at 
each step leaned forward into the wind. “I 
must keep my face into the wind,” said Hans 
to himself over and over again. The snow 
was getting deeper and the sheep harder and 
harder to handle. Hans ached with cold and 
tiredness but he kept his face into the wind. 
He did not know how far he had come and 
how far he still had to go. Sometimes he was 
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filled with fears but he was bigger than his 
fears, ; 

You can imagine his joy when in that blind- | 
ing storm he almost stumbled into his father | 
and two brothers who had gone out in search | 
of Hans and the sheep. Now, the rest of the 
way would be easy. 

Hans’ mother had hot food waiting for him. 
“Well, son,” said the father, “we were all very 
frightened.” 

“T did what you taught me,” replied Hans, 
“keep the sheep moving into the wind in a 
snow storm. The old year ends with a storm 
alright.” 

“Yes, indeed,” added the mother, “there 
have always been storms and there always 
will be. The new year’s beginning tomorrow 
will have storms.” 

That night Hans needed no rocking to put 
him to sleep. In a dream he was facing the 
storms of the new year. A great fear filled 
him. It was a storm of the new year. “I must 
be brave in this new year; I must keep facing 
the danger, and moving into the wind,” said 
Hans to himself in the dream. The wind beat 
into his face. Then there came ai_sther storm 
of the new year. Hans was tempted to steal 
fruit from a neighbor’s yard. This storm almost 
blew him off his feet; he almost yielded to 
temptation. “I must be honest in the new 
year,’ moaned Hans in his dream, “I must 
keep my face into the wind and against this 
storm.” Another storm beat into his face with 
new fury. Hans almost allowed himself to 
drift with the wind. But he checked himself 
in time. “I must control my temper in the 
new year,” he reasoned with himself, “I must 
move against this*storm.” 

Then in his dream he saw Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd leading a flock against the storm. 
And following Him was a great multitude of 
people truly Christian. All of them were lean- 
ing forward, bracing themselves against the 
storm. Jesus was leading them to a high hill 
where stood a cross. And beside the cross 
there was an angry crowd, shouting, “Crucify 
Him.” But Jesus pressed on into the face of 
this storm. His step firm, His face in the right 
direction. There in his dream Hans saw them 
crucify Jesus because He would not swerve 
from the right. 

Then Hans awoke. It was morning, a new 
year had come. “In this new year,” reflected 
Hans, “I will keep moving against the storms, 
just as Jesus did.” 


Bice 


The Expositor 


> 


| 
the Bitterling and The Mussel 
Friendly Living) 


' The English bitterling is a fish. The swan 
‘aussel is a mollusk which lives in a shell like 
‘ clam. The swan mussel opens the two halves 
‘f its shell and catches the food that may drift 
“s way. If you should be inquisitive enough 
“9 see what the swan mussel would do if you 
‘ut your finger between the two halves of 
he shell, you would have reason to regret it, 
or it would pinch and cause you great pain. 
' The English bitterling and the swan mussel 
oth live in the sea. The swan mussel is a 
ort of shapeless creature like an oyster, can 
‘sever leave its shell, and has no fins with 
which to swim. But the English bitterling is 
‘sraceful, has scales that glitter and it darts 
‘hrough ‘the water with lightning speed. 

Although these two are so very different in 
)ppearance and in the way in which they live, 
‘hey are very friendly to each other and have 
-ormed a partnership which works for the 
.dvantage of both. The English bitterling has 
«, problem and so has the swan mussel. Their 
»artnership solved both of their problems. 
When the English bitterling lays its eggs other 
‘ish eat them. This was a real problem. But 
the swan mussel, too, has a problem. It has 
ao feet to walk on and no fins with which to 
‘wim. This means that he and others of his 
ind could not spread out to different parts of 
he ocean. They would all have to live to- 
ether and perhaps there would not be enough 
“ood for all of them. So, this too, was a real 
oroblem. 
| Then the English bitterling and the swan 
fmussel went into partnership. The mussel 
‘opens its shell wide and allows the bitterling 
*o lay eggs in its gill folds. At the same time 
ithe mussel sends out many baby mussels which 
‘attach themselves to the scales of the fish by 
‘means of tiny hooks. The bitterling swims 
‘away to other parts of the sea and the tiny 
mnussels hold on until they are ready to let go. 
This is the way the mussels get to distant 
poe in the sea. In this partnership the mussel 

eeps the fish’s eggs not only until they are 
thatched but until the baby fish are able to 
‘take care of themselves. 

If two creatures so very different in every 
sway can be friendly and help each other, cer- 
‘tainly people who are so very much alike ought 
mot quarrel but help one another and live in 
‘friendliness. People everywhere are much the 
‘same. 

_ Sometimes you have a problem. There is an 
‘answer to every problem but you may not 
‘know the answer to your problem. Someone, 
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however, has the answer. Find that person 
and he will be glad to help you. Someone 
else has difficulty. Perhaps you are the one 
to help him. 

When someone is discouraged and feels 
blue, you have something to give him; give 
him your friendship and your smile. Some 
day he will be ready to give you what you 
need. Perhaps you do not have a very strong 
religion. Read what others have said about 
God and Jesus Christ. They can help you 
get the right kind of religion which you cannot 
get for yourself. When we sing and pray to- 
gether in Church we help each other and do 
for one another what none could do for 
himself alone. 

We can all help and learn from one another. 
It is much easier to help one another than to 
quarrel. If the English bitterling and the 
swan mussel, so very different, can do for one 
another what each cannot do for himself then 
certainly there is much that we can give and 
do for one another. 
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An Experiment In Adult Christian 
Education 
ALLEN B. STANGER 


adults in its Christian Education pro- 

gram. That may seem to some of you 
to be an unfair statement, and I am not saying 
that all churches have neglected adults, but I 
know that some churches have, and the church 
I serve is one of them. I well remember the 
day when I realized that all too long our 
church school staff (a church school of 151, 
with 18 teachers and officers) had been satis- 
fied with Adult Bible Classes, Preaching Pro- 
grams, and Prayer Meetings and other than 
this we had been letting our Adults alone. 
Our interests had been in Children’s work and 
Young People’s work. We had developed a 
program in these fields that we were and are 
proud of, and we will not neglect these now. 
But this is an Adult world and Adults are the 
real problems and the real assets in building 
the Kingdom of God in the world. When I 
suddenly realized the need for a real program 
for Adults in this church, and that realization 
did not come until I was prodded by a leader 
in the field of Christian Education, I began 
at once to wonder what could be done. The 
Adult leaders of the church were called to- 
gether and after a long discussion we decided 
to accept an invitation of our National Relig- 
ious Education Board to become one of the 
15 or 20 Experimental Centers in Adult Chris- 
tian in the U.S. for the Disciples of Christ. We 
set up an objective for this program-idea: “To 
train adults in Christian Living—through study, 
worship, fellowship and action—that they may 
reflect Jesus Christ in their lives, and witness 
for Him that others may know of the abundant 
life and come to find it, and that the King- 
dom of God may come on earth.” 

Toward this end, we have done several 
things: we made and circulated an interest 
finder to all the adults in the church, in order 
to find what their interests were for study, wor- 
ship, fellowship, and action; six “Christian 
Witness” services were held to prepare 25 
personal workers that they might visit pro- 
spective members in preparation for our evan- 
gelistic campaign; we conducted a leadership 
class for adult workers using No. 412b in the 
Standard Leadership Course. The class met 
for five nights, ten people were enrolled and 
ten people received credit; 30 adults were 
selected and trained to care for the 87 new 
members received in the evangelistic meeting; 
elective courses have replaced the International 


. LL too often the church has neglected its 


Page 636 


Sunday School Lessons in the Young Adult 
Class—these courses are ones selected by the 
class in the interest finder; the Adult work of 
the church has been united and coordinated; 
two Wednesday nights have been used in an 
evaluation of the total church program for’ 
Adults. This proved to be the most interesting 
part of our program so far. It would be a 
fine thing if every church could sit down and 
look at its own program and see its strength 
and weakness. But this must be done very 
carefully, as it is a dangerous and yet fine thing 
to do; four adults were sent to the United 
Christian Adult Movement Conference at 
Bridgewater, Va., in June. 

Our plans for the future center around a 
program based on the seven areas of the 
United Christian Adult Movement. Seven 
months will be given to this program. Each 
area will have a month, and will be projected 
by a committee for that area. The adult 
classes will be the study periods, the Wednes- 
day nights will be the discussion and work- 
shop periods, Sunday mornings will be the 
Worship and presentation periods (this to be 
done by the pastor), and Sunday evenings will 
be the Forum Hours. The seven areas in the 
order they will be used are: “The Bible in 
Life,” “Personal Faith and Experience,” “Chris- 
tian Family Life,” “Church Life and Out- 
reach,” “Community Issues,” “Major Social 
Problems” and “World Relations.” Just what 
action these programs will lead us to we are 
not sure but the program will not be effective 
unless it does lead to action. Careful records 
will be kept at all times in order that we may 
share with other churches that are interested 
our experiences in this venture. There is one 
thing I am sure of just now: that the minister 
and this church will never be quite the same 
again because they have looked each other! 
square in the face and they will not be satis- 
fied until some of the problems discovered are 


solved. <.. 
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You Can Lead In Your 
‘Professton- 


JROBABLY you have known pastors } 
- who have taken unpromising parishes 
ind in a short time have revitalized the | 
eemingly careless and indolent congre- 
ration. They pay off the old debts, beau- 
ify the church with new windows—new I 
»ews—or new lighting; perhaps start a®@ 
suilding campaign for a new church or @ 


yarsonage. " Ce 


Inquiry will probably show the wonder- 


working pastor has a good helper in the v7, 
orm of a Parish Paper, which has worked we 
-o unite the members of the congregation “* ~, 


nto a real brotherhood. More, it has #% 7§ 
yrought back members who have drifted, <2 
vway. It is able to clarify the aims of “\vy 


she pastor, lists the needs of the church, | 


and cheers the workers on to attain the “~~ 


zoals set for them. 

This Parish Paper is not the “home-made” 
Parish announcement which is turned out from 
‘ime to time by some member of the church 
on a duplicating device of one kind or another. 
These messages, blurred and in parts illegible, 
are hardly the messenger to send out as the rep- 
-esentative of the church. 

Business men know that their stationery must 
ye of the best quality, well designed and well 
printed if it is to favorably impress the person 
who receives it and make him believe the firm 


A Parish Paper 
INCREASES ATTENDANCE .. . MAKES PAS- 
TORAL CALLS ...KEEPS THE COMMUNITY 
INFORMED ... VISITS THE SICK AND IN- 
FIRM ... CONQUERS INDIFFERENCE ... 
ENCOURAGES CHURCH WORK AIDS 
CHURCH FINANCES 


FREE 


‘Samples of parish papers produced by this company 
“as well as full particulars regarding our Standardized 


Service will be mailed to your office. 


TAL 
Robi 


523 Ottawa Ave. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


m 
a 


S 
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The Parish Paper Manual gives complete 
information regarding local church papers. 


( 


{ 


° 


using it is reputable and trustworthy. The church 
cannot afford to use carelessly prepared and 
poorly printed announcements. 

The time required for preparing the copy for 
The National Religious Press to print it in a 
manner worthy of the prestige of the church is 
far less than is. required to run announcements 
on a duplicator. The finished product of the 
duplicator or of the small-town printer is not 
to be compared to the masterly work of The 
National Religious Press. 

The forces of anti-religion are stronger than 
at any time since the dawn of Christianity. 
Newspapers, the motion pictures and modern 
literature are subjecting the children of today 
to a barrage stronger than their parents and 
grandparents experienced in a lifetime. To 
counteract these influences, what better defense 
can you find than the local Church Paper that 
goes into the home, to be read and kept long 
after the newspaper and light magazines have 
been thrown away? In the Church Paper the 
‘eternal truths can be repeated again and again. 
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Sharing Christmas 
Eph. 4:32. “And be ye kind one to another.” 


Caroline Bell (twelve years of age) and her 
brother Eddie (aged ten), refugee children 
from England, published their experiences in 
a small volume in the summer of 1941. One 
of the things which they will long remember 
was their first Christmas in an American home. 
This is what they said: “They make you feel 
that Americans don’t want to keep their Christ- 
mas happiness just to themselves, but wish 
everyone to have a part in it.”—From “Thank 
You Twice” (Harcourt, Brace and Co.). 


oA 
Memorable Christmas Incident 
Isa. 61.1. “To proclaim liberty to the captives.” 


The Christmas Day to which I most like to 
look back was just a quarter of a century ago. 


I had then been in India only a little over a © 


year, and was working as a Salvation Army 
officer among the Criminal Tribes. 

The eyes of the elderly people glistened 
with gratitude as we handed to them “coun- 
try” blankets, and the younger: people eagerly 
grasped the little articles of clothing which 
were their Christmas bakhsheesh. 

In the midst of the fun along came two 
policemen bringing from the jail two of the 
tribe in irons. The police book was signed, 
the irons knocked off, the policemen took their 
departure, and the newcomers joined the 
Christmas gathering. What a contrast to their 
condition of a few minutes before! 

The two men were mystified. All they un- 
derstood about a “king” was something con- 
nected with the Government, and it was the 
Government which sent them to prison; why 
rejoice at the coming of the king? 

They stayed with us to learn that this was 
the King of Love, and that, loving them, He 
wanted them to love Him.—A prize Christmas 
story in The British Weekly by H. Pimm 
Smith, Brigadier (R). 

Y 
“Send the Light!” 
John 1:9. “That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world.” 


Worthy of mention is a service at the Wash- 
ington Square Methodist Church, New York, 
on Christmas Eve from eleven o’clock until 
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midnight, led by the pastor, Rev. C. Lloy 
Lee. In commemoration of the birthday o 
Christ, lighted candles were placed on tw 
huge Christmas trees constructed of metalli 
paper. A five-foot candle representing “Th 
Light of the World” was lighted exactly a 
midnight. From it, the “twelve apostles” too 
the light to the members of the congregation 
who, in turn, carried their lighted candle 
through the streets to their homes. Joh 
Dudley and Annemary Dickey, soloists of th 
Metropolitan Opera, together with a choir 
thirty voices furnished the music.—Zion’s Hei 
ald, January 15, 1941. 
of 


Church Service on Christmas Day 
Psa. 122:1. “Let us go into the house of th 
Word 

Do you go to church on Christmas Davy 
I like to go—not because I’m specially “good 
or “religious,” but—well, just because I like i 

I like it for the hymns, and especially fe 
“O come, all ye faithful,” and “Hark, the hei 
ald angels sing,” and “O little town of Bett 
lehem.” 

I like it for its happiness, and always sin 
“Born this happy morning” with a bit of 
shout. 

I like it for its homeliness—it’s nice to se 
old friends who are home for Christmas an 
who come to service with their families. 

I like it, above all, because kneeling i 
church is the nearest I can get to kneelin 
with the Wise Men and the shepherds befor 
the manger and its little Child —F.H.E. in Th 
Methodist Recorder, London. 


of 


Christmas Magic 
Matt. 2:2. “For we have seen his star.” 
Christmas music floods in over the radix 
mysterious, lovely as those voices that sounde 
upon the first Christmas morning: “Glory t 
God in the Highest.” Dearest of all are th 
over-seas carols—children’s voices singing i 
their far-away countries, sounding miraci 
lously here in your old room. What woul 
Great-grandmother say if she could speak fro1 
her oval frame above the mantle? You ca 
scarcely believe. Christmas magic!—Georgi 
Lott Shelter, The Old Watrous Farm, Thre 
Mile Bay, N. Y. | 
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ow It Looked in 1918 
u, 28:9. “The earth mourneth and _ lan- 
guisheth.” 


And who was there to believe at Christmas- 
xe in 1918, when countless prayers of thanks 
sre going up to Heaven, that the world had 
ft learned a lesson? The Stars and Stripes, 
ld aloft by Wilson, seemed an emblem of 
/mew faith to millions in many fields. We 
yd swung the tide of battle in a fight we said 
jis to make the world safe for democracy 
id a better and fairer day was about to dawn. 
at is how it looked then._Edwin L. James 
_the N. Y. Times Magazine, July 18, 1941. 


| 7 
lthlehem and Beyond 


Natt. 2:1. “When Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea.” 


-The Children’s Door. 
In a beautiful new church some years ago 
vy attention was called to a children’s door. 
the side of the main entrance to the sanc- 
‘ary was a door cut to the scale of a child’s 
xe. The knob was placed low enough so 
fat the little ones could tum it. Through 
‘ch a children’s door most of us, I venture 
| think, would like to enter the Christmas 
ene. 
,-Giving Instead of Getting. 
‘In the Christmas number of a humorous 
jagazine some years ago appeared the picture 
_a toy counter surrounded by staid but fas- 
‘nated adults, and one distinguished elderly 
fan was making some purchases of toys with 
“e explanation, “I am. buying these for my 
iweces and nephews whom I haven’t seen for 
iventy years.” Good it is to have a day like 
iis when time slips backward, and we enter 
‘rough the children’s door into the spirit of 
thristmas, when we translate the prose of 
‘veryday living whose most active verb is, “to 
et” into the poetry of Christmas whose most 
tive verb is, “to give.”—From a Radio Ad- 
ress by Ralph W. Sockman. 
; ra 


ngel Strain on Christmas Eve 
Matt. 2:4, 5. “He demanded of them where 
Christ should be born. And they said unto 
him, In Bethlehem.” 
It was Christmas Eve in Philadelphia in the 
‘ear 1868. Except for the muffled footsteps of 
_ few belated shoppers and the distant clatter 
if carriage wheels on cobblestone streets, the 
lity was silent, peaceful, and asleep. At least 
faat was the impression in the mind of Lewis 
. Redner, organist and Sunday school super- 
eerdent of the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
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CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICES 


Your congregation will take more interest in 
church services when permitted to take an active 
part. Candlelight Services are doing much to 
increase church attendance because they encour- 
age active participation. 


There is no limit to the variety of ideas and plans 
that can be developed. Special services can be 
planned to welcome new members or honor old 
members. Mortgage lifting, communion, patri- 


otic and other services arouse wide-spread inter- 
est and attract the families of those participating. 


The illustration above shows one of the new 
Emkay Candlelight Service sets that are now 
available. These sets are offered in 125 candle 
size, 250 candle size and 500 candle size. Each 
set is complete with the necessary Pastor’s can- 
dle, Ushers’ candles and Emkay Drip Protectors. 


Write for booklet E—giving sug- 
gestions for Candlelight Services. 


EmKay CANDLES, Syracuse, N. Y. 


A Division of Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 
14 No. Franklin St., Chicago 311 Commercial St., Los Angeles 
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as he stood by his window and looked out 
over the city. His eyes traced a silhouette of 
gabled roofs and snowbanked chimneys, most 
unlike the skyline of Jesus’ birthplace. Yet 
there was something in the scene that made 
him think of the lovely poem which his rector, 
the Rev. Phillips Brooks, had written in mem- 
ory of his trip to Palestine three years before: 

“O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

The organist looked upward. The stars were 
gliding by, and time with them. The Reverend 
Brooks had asked him to compose a melody 
for the verses beginning, “O little town of 
Bethlehem,” something for the children to sing 
in church on Christmas morning, and as yet 
he had no tune. 

Going to the piano he struck a few chords, 
then improvised a while as if waiting for an 
idea. But none came, so he left the instrument 
with that vague feeling of unrest which accom- 
panies one’s failure to accomplish a self- 
imposed task. Dissatisfied he went to bed and 
at length fell asleep. 

Suddenly he awoke with the consciousness 
of a beautiful melody which had come to him 
in his sleep. Rising quickly, he wrote down 
the “angel strain” as he later chose to call it. 
Next morning, when he had filled in the har- 
mony, he introduced the song to the children 
of his church. It was an immediate favorite, 
and so great is its popularity today that we 
can hardly conceive of Christmas without this 
time-honored carol. Claiming only a small 
share in the creation of the music, Mr. Redner 
always insisted that it had been “a gift of 
heaven.”—By Palmer Van Gundy. 


> A 
The Brief Days 
Gal. 4:10. “Ye observe days.” 


As the North Pole is tilted 23 degrees and 
27 minutes away from the sun in earth’s long 
journey around it, the long December nights 
and the brief December days descend upon 
us. Not until after seven is the sun peeping 
above his Eastern balustrade and shortly after 
four he is out of sight once more in the West. 
Moment by moment the time of rising grows 
a little later until on December 21 we have 
achieved that point in the year when come 
the shortest of our days and the longest hours 
of darkness. 

The years deepest gloom is strangely 
enough the period when we have the most to 
say about the everlasting light which began 
with the star at Bethlehem and which has 
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been throwing its clear ray upon our patl 
these centuries since. It finds its little simili 
tudes in the burning candles, in the incandes 
cent globes whose colors shine already fron 
Christmas trimmings, in the warm cheer 0 
the days preceding Christmas, until it is eas: 
to forget how sparing is nature of sunlit hours 
And soon now we will be moving back agai 
toward the increasing light which culminate 
in Spring and in another glad June.—Editoria 
in The Watertown Times. 
uf 
LIGHTS: Yule Suggestion 
Phil. 2:15. “Among whom ye shine as lights ii 
the world.” 

I think we should all make it a point t 
string up more colored Christmas lights thi 
year than ever. Those lights give cheer in th 
dark night and this is one time when we nee 
all the cheer and courage we can get. A blaz 
of lights in every home would serve as : 
symbol that one Democracy has not beet 
blacked out; that there is one country wher‘ 
there is still peace and good will. In othe 
lands there can be no such cheerful symbol 
A gaily bedecked Christmas tree would be at 
invitation to an enemy bomber. Over here we 
can string up lights wherever we please anc 
no dictator can tell us no. Let’s do it.—Ont 
Amenrican,Brooklyn.—_The New York Times 
Dec. 1, 1940. 
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Singing Through the Dark | 
Luke 2:10. “The angel said unto them, Fei 
not.” | 
While summering on a ranch in Wyoming 
Mr. Frank Grebe asked a cowboy on night 
watch over the cattle, why he sang so much 
“Well,” the cowboy told him, “my song: 
ain't Grand Opera exactly but they quiet thé 
steers when they get restless. They tell ther 
that I am still on the range with them anc 
keep them from stampedin’ maybe when ii 
thunders or a gunshot bangs somewhere.” 
He hesitated before he added: “You know 
Stranger, you'll think it funny, but sometime: 
the stars are like those songs to me—you know 
what I mean, as if a Greater Cowboy some 
where, herding people instead of cattle, wa; 
singin’ through the dark so that people won’ 
be so restless and afraid.”—Zion’s Herald, De 
cember 18, 1940. 


Y 
Policemen Showed the Christmas Spirit 
Acts 28:2. “Showed . . . kindness.” 


A beautiful little story from true life wai 
told by the Associated Press during the Christ 
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i season of 1940. The incident related to 
man named Joseph Brooks of Maine, and 
‘licated the thoughtfulness of the policemen 
; Lynn, Mass. The story ran thus: 

» Stricken with appendicitis after bringing a 
pickload of Christmas trees here, Brown was 
‘en to a hospital for an operation. The 
(lice knew he would not be out until after 
2 holiday so they sold the trees for him, 
i lected $26, gave him the money and wished 
mn a merry Christmas.” 

‘Surprised by this deed of kindness, the 
-aine man could only make the comment, 
_he received the money, “It’s a great world!” 


of 


iro Sailors Agree 
“a. 119:105. “My word isa. . . light unto 
my path.” 


. The largest traveling library in the world 
ithe one operated by the American Merchant 
yarine Library Association. 
In the past sixteen years 3,000,000 books 
,ve been distributed among different ships, 
shtships and lighthouses. It is impossible 
think of a more useful library than this 
sue that roams the seven seas continually. 
, Not so long back it was the custom of sea- 
yen to ask for little reading except novels and 
“ix more commonplace magazines, but with 
aw universal high-school education now there 
much demand by sailors on all classes of 
ips for much more solid reading. 
Recently one of the thoughtful association 
‘orarians had a fine surprise. 

“Well, sir, what will it be for you this time?” 
(8 asked of an outgoing freighter’s seaman 
tho was scanning the library lists before start- 
‘4g on his trip. 

: “Give me Bowditch (noted writer on navi- 
(ation) and the Bible. With those two you 
an steer a true course.” 

: It would be hard to find a finer tribute to 
ne Bible than this one, it seems to me. This 
nilor knew the first and last purpose of the 
bible; to be a guide to life on land and sea; 
«nd even to eternal life. 

- This is precisely the same tribute that this 
ailor’s world-famed fellow sailor, England’s 
soet laureate, John Masefield, paid to the 
Bible in the poem he came over to read at 
Harvard’s widely heralded centenary celebra- 
lion. In this poem he pictures the Pilgrims as 
imafraid to try life in the grim New England 
\vilderness because they had learned from the 
Pible that God always goes before His fol- 
wers. 

_ How wise and just are both these sailors in 
their estimates of the Bible. It surely can 
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“New Listening Ease 
for My Congregation 
... New Speaking 

Ease for Me” 


RCA Victor Sound System for Churches 
combines high quality—low cost 


HE two things you’ve wanted are now yours— 
with RCA Victor Golden Voice sound. Speaking 
ease for yourself, listening ease for your congregation. 
An RCA Victor Sound System in your church 
puts an end to voice strain. With it you can speak 
in natural tones with complete confidence that your 
audience will hear you clearly—no matter where 
they are seated in the church! 

Low in cost, RCA Victor Sound Systems are being 
installed in more and more churches each week, with- 
out in any way altering their dignified, reverent at- 
mosphere. Easy to operate, these systems provide 
remarkably clear reproduction, and with the world’s 
most experienced sound amplification company be- 
hind them, you can be sure of their dependability. 
Send coupon for further information, 


Trademarks “RCA Victor” and “Victrola” RCA VICTOR 
Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. by RCA Mfg. Co., SE eae 
Inc. Any sound system sounds better 


equipped with RCA Radio Tubes. ny 
DESIGNED ANDPRICEDFOR | fox Finer Rocio 
Ss CHURCHES OF EVERY SIZE \_Peformense 


ro 


RCA MANUFACTURING CO., INC., CAMDEN, N. J. 
_ A SERVICE OF THE RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
IN CANADA, RCA VICTOR CO., LTD., MONTREAL 


1 Commercial Sound Division (Ex-12) 
y RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., Camden, N. J. | 
} Please send me full details about 
RCA Victor Golden Voice Church Sound Systems. 
b. Nameu eran etciae feos City ee ett 
] Church cireneeeeeeeee eee State. servers | 
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“steer a true course” for all who trust it as 
God’s own Word to man.—By Norman C. 
Schlichter. 


r 


Chained! 
II Tim. 2:9. “But the word of God is not 
bound.” 

Once, in 1917, I went down to a village in 
Essex to visit a friend. It was his habit to 
read one of the lessons in the old vine-covered 
church at evening prayer, and I went with 
him to the service. 

To give me a surprise, my friend did not 
tell me that his church had one of the few 
copies of the Bible of 1538. There it was, 
chained to the lectern, on which the following 
words were inscribed: 

“In the year 1535 the first complete trans- 
lation of the Bible was published, and in 1538 
came out the King’s command that a copy 
thereof should be set up in every church. 
Then, the people, long thirsty for the Word, 
rushed to the waters of life and drank fully. 
We have known more and felt greater mercy, 
and shall we love less?” 

One wonders. If the Bible were “chained” 
today, would the people rush to hear it read, 
hearing in its old, light-fringed, love-haunted 
words, the meaning of mortal life and how to 
live it?—Joseph Fort Newton. 


of 


My Bible 
Psa. 87:5. “Trust also in him.’ 


The Bible is very precious to me. Two 
passages in it are particularly treasured. The 
first of these is Psalm 37.5, “Commit thy way 
unto the Lord, trust also in him, and he shall 
bring it to pass.” By a seeming coincidence, 
though I believe by direct guidance, this 
passage was given to both my husband and 
myself when we were seriously considering the 
thought of marriage. 

The second outstanding passage is of more 
usual experience, coming with new force over 
and over. 1 Kings 17.14 reads, “The barrel 
of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse 
of oil fail.” 

Eleven years ago I was called suddenly to 
the hospital, to see my husband, who had been 
struck down by a drunken motorist. As he 
slipped away from us, he said, “It’s all right 
anyway.” Now, alone, I am finding that God’s 
provision for the widow of Elijah’s day is 
just as unfailing today. Often my resources 
have been at a very low ebb, but at no time 
has my “cruse” been empty. Whenever I find 
myself inclined to grow anxious, this verse 
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recurs to my mind, and peace and quietness 
return.—By Mrs. W. L. Martin. 


of 


On Bible Sunday 
Psa. 119:130. “The entrance of thy words 
giveth light.” 
This day, O God, we sing Thy grace 
And bless Thee for Thy Word; 
Throughout the years it stands secure 
Where’er Thy praise is heard. 
Thy saints of old revealed their souls 
Upon the written page; 
The inspiration of Thy love 
Is true in every age. 


“Let there be light” was spoken first, 
When God formed man of dust; 
The law and prophets Thee proclaim 
“True, merciful, and just”; 

“Be of good cheer,” the Saviour said, 
“Thy sins are all forgiven”; 

The final chapter pleads “Who will 
May come” and take of heaven. 


The Pilgrim faith that early strove 
To plant our nation here 
Confided in the Sacred Book, 
And preached it without fear. 
So may the holy Word of God, 
Marked, learned, or calmly read, 
Be never dimmed, but brightly yet 
Illume the path we tread. 
—G. Hampton McGraw. 


wis 


My son, you ask me, what is life? 

A little joy, a lot of strife, 

A little pleasure, lots of pain, 

Many losses, little gain, 

For every smile, so many tears, 

A little hope, a lot of fears, 

A few short hours of radiant love, 

To give a glimpse of heaven above, 

A baby’s laugh, a stifled cry, 

A child’s sweet voice, a long drawn sigh, 

A storm tossed ship far out at sea, 

Sad pain-racked souls on bended knee, 

Long sun scorched days, calm star lit night, 

A soul’s blind groping for the light, 

A weary body, gasping breath, 

Then glorious peace, that men call—Death. 
—May Bennet Spottswood, 

Mobile, Ala. 
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SHURCH AND SOCIETY 
J. J. PHELAN, D.D. 


‘soteric Christmas 
nal. 4:4. “When the fulness of time had 
come.” 


_ As long as we keep the lights of the Christ- 
‘sas tree burning, mankind may learn some- 
aing of the prophetic spirit which it conveys, 
ut only in quiet meditation. There is an old 
»-called “Sacred Legend.” Briefly, it runs as 
ollows: When Adam was driven forth from 
aradise, he took with him three seeds belong- 
ig to the Tree of Life—the tree of which man 
ad been forbidden to eat, after he had once 
aten of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
ad Evil. And when Adam died Seth took the 
aree seeds and placed them in Adam’s grave, 
ad thus a tree grew from out the grave. The 
food of this tree-so runs the legend—has 
erved many purposes: From it Moses is said 
1 have fashioned his staff; while later on, it 

said, this wood was taken to form the 
toss which was raised upon Golgotha. May 
ot this legend remind us of that other Tree 
* Paradise, the one which stood second. Man 
ad tasted of the Tree of Knowledge; enjoy- 
went of the Tree of Life was withheld from 
(m. Driven forth from the Spiritual Worlds— 
thich are signified by “Paradise’—into an 
‘xternal world of appearances, men have felt 
fithin their hearts a yearning desire for the 
‘ree of Life. But what was denied unearned, 
tay through the struggle of attainment be 
equired through fruitful work upon earth. 
the three seeds are man’s longing for the Tree 
' Life. And, concludes Steiner in his “Fes- 
‘val of the Seasons”: “May this Christmas tree 
4e a symbol to us for that which is destined 
» illumine and bum within our souls, in 
irder to raise us thither—even to the realms 
fE the Spirit?” Whether one is esoteric or 
ixoteric (initiated or just plain folks) in the 
inesse of religious niceties, this is sure, the 
birth of Christ as well as His Life and Death 
fissures the believer Immortality (both now 
ind hereafter). Why not plant this seed this 
Uhristmas? 


g Yq 

Yhristmas Card 

Philip. 4:21. “Remember me to all my fellow- 
Christians.” 

Christians are not robots or mechanical au- 
fomatons. Now that the standardized and 
‘auch commercialized Christmas card (three 
jor ten?) is with us again, why not add a 
little personal touch and meaning to the stock 
treeting “A Merry Christmas”? It will do both 
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ON GUARD 
By Joseph R. Sizoo 


Here is the ideal book for the man in the army or 
navy and for all men and women at home. ON 
GUARD contains a reading for every day in the year 
and a brief but important selection of prayers. Each 
reading is a unit in itself and is packed with honest, 
vital thinking. Suitable articles are provided for 
special days, such as Christmas, Mother’s Day, birth- 
days and anniversaries. $1.00 


IN THE SHADOW 


OF THE CROSS 
By Frederick K. Stamm 


Here is a truly spiritual interpretation of the signifi- 
cance of the Cross for our generation. Dr. Stamm 
portrays Jesus the Pioneer, the loftiness of His spirit, 
and the daring of His preaching. He reveals the 


strength of Christ’s teachings and demonstrates the 
need for and the effectiveness of His gospel in an 
insane, violent world. Challenging to every res 
1.50 


tian reader, 


THE RETURN 


TO RELIGION 
By Henry C. Link 


This is the most widely discussed book of spiritual 
interest in our time. ‘“Every American ought to read 
it,’ says William Lyon Phelps. This book has helped 
countless thousands to a. happier, more abundant life. 
Now available at a truly popular price to help many 
new readers in this time of crisis. $1.09 


THE MISSIONARY 
MESSAGE 11 BIBLE 


By Julian Price Love 
Are Christian missions an unpractical undertaking 
without Scriptural foundations, without the endorse- 
ment of historical Christian leadership? Decidedly 
not, proves Dr. Love in this revealing study of the 
unequivocal missionary teachings in the rc 


WINDOWS ON LIFE 
By Carl H. Kopf 


This book, based on the author’s popular series of 
radio addresses, comprises a keen and helpful series 
of trenchant observations on the problems and joys 
affecting the everyday lives of the majority of Amer- 
ican men and women. Written with real understanding 
and insight, it contains a wealth of helpful material 
and a multitude of practical illustrations. $1.75 


THE CHURCH AND 


THE NEW ORDER 
By William Paton 


In this stirring manifesto for a truly victorious Chris- 
tian peace, Dr. Paton answers many vital questions 
from the Christian point of view. He exposes the 
chaos which preceded the war, and provides an en- 
lightened and practical program for Christian action 
in a critical future. $1.50 


MACMILLAN 
60 Fifth Avenue New York 
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GRADED 
LESSONS 


that TEACH 
THE BIBLE 


If you believe that the Bible should be 
taught in the Sunday School, you will be 
satisfied with nothing less than STANDARD 
True-to-the-Bible, Christ-Centered Sunday 
School Courses. Send for 


FREE PROSPECTUS 


which gives complete details of these out- 
standing Sunday School Lessons, both 
Graded and Uniform. Tell us department 
in which you are interested. Enjoy the 
same splendid results from your teaching 
that thousands of STANDARD-using schools 
are experiencing. Mail your request today. 
Address Department Desk EX-.12 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 


STH & CUTTER STS 


LO hy 
Write for FREE Choir Gown Style Book 
C17, Pulpit Apparel ae Book CP67, 


Budget Payment Plan 11 
We suggest ordering now for gpd ‘delivery, 


ER MOORE Coezens 


425 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


932 DAKIN STREET, CHICAGO 


| INSTRUMENTS 
OF 


THAT'S WHAT EVERY 
WICKS ORGAN IS! 
Wherever large and im- 
pressive Wicks Organs are 
found, and there are hun- 
dreds of them, you will find 
that an atmosphere of dis- 
tinction and noble dignity 
prevails. These fine pipe 
organs are built with metic- 
ulous and loving care and 
will still be supplying 
divine, “‘churchly”’ tone 
years from now. Detailed 
information gladly sent 

on request. 


Send for your copy 

¥ of “Wicks Organ 

of the Month."’ No 
charge. 


WICKS ORGANS 


HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
Department—Exp: 
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| 
you and the receiver much good. Here is 
little sample: “A friend is one who, in spit 
of his faults (and who hasn’t them?) simply 
compels you to like him.” And, as Jesus says 
to “love” him. Compose your thoughts an 
expression and in your own handwriting. Th 
effect may prove electrical. The stamp of you 
personality will make a more lasting impressior 
on a recipient, than the canned words 0: 
another, even though he be poet, philosophe: 
or seer. Traditional talking, writing, thinkin 
feeling and acting is all right as far as ij 
goes and we couldn’t go very far without it 
but creative thinking and expression is on 
of society’s great needs today. We are im 
personalized enough during the year, let’) 
make this Christmas a more personal and indi 
vidual affair. Love, esteem and friendship ar 
best expressed in personality. Jesus gay 
Himself. 


of 
Fumbling 


II Cor. 6:1. “God's fellow-worker.” 


ment ... and run with determination. 
Now that the “punt, pass and prayer” er? 
or orgy of the current football season is be 
come a matter of history—a few dying em 
bers are left. It was a Monday Noon Meetin¢ 
of the “Second-Guessers” or Down-Tow 
Coaches Club. They called it a “Grid Lunch 
eon” or “Quarterbacks Club.” They meet a 
one of the well-known hotels in a fiesta of fu 
and fellowship. The meeting abounds in rem 
iniscent anecdote and collaboration. There i 
a lot of rib-roasting and one has to “take it, 
if he expects to “give it.” Fritz Crisler, th 
pleasing and efficient morale-builder and Coac! 
of Michigan’s great football team is presen 
In his remarks, he said that he was 
getting mail about that Minnesota game; iy 
fact, ’m now working on my second bushel.’ 
Among his letters was one from a girl in 4 
convent in northern Michigan, telling hiv 
“not to feel too badly about losing—for w 
haven’t got a team either” the note ended 
Crisler, in talking about his players and hij 
plays drily remarked: “Our favorite play thi! 
season is called the “Michigan play—it’s th¢ 
fumble.” It seems that one of his star mer 
had fumbled five times and finally had to be 
replaced. But think of the fumbles we church 
members and Christians often make. Ow 
churches, in the main, are well organized. W« 
have good defense and offense. We havé 
splendid interference, even our statistics revea 
that we are gaining “yardage.” We get clos¢ 
to the goal-line—in the five-yard zone—wher 
something happens. The ball-carrier and “key 
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an” in whom we trusted our destiny failed 
»—he fumbled, that’s all, and the enemy se- 
jired the ball and ran the length of the field 
- a touchdown. And “that’s life,” did I hear 
-u say? Well, it may be, but it hardly typi- 
1s Christian efficiency. You ask for the “con- 
ete” and “tangible.” Why, Brother, you are 
“st so deaf, dumb and blind—it is all around 
). Judas was the greatest fumbler of all, 
yt mercy, kindness, good-will and Christian 
varity constrains us from enumerating the 
‘umber of his blood relatives. You see, this is 
/aristmas. 


} 
'ssponsibilities 
pzek. 83:5. “He heard the sound of the trum- 
pet and ignored it.” 

The preaching of responsibility and obliga- 
on, not unlike original sin, is never a popular 
‘eme, especially on Christmas Day. Many 
ould much more prefer a snatch of poetry, 
(uch singing, a short prayer, a sermonette, 
| look at the flowers and a brief benediction. 
ine only “responsibility” is “I wonder if I gave 
jzat turkey too much fire” or “I wonder if 
«4e show or game will be a knockout.” Not 
jiat we are dumb, far from it. But the more 
‘telligent and sensitive we become—the more 
\ssceptible we are to “ads,” social contacts, 
flexes and responses. And so we make hasty 
‘ommitments, establish short-lived attachments 
vad assume responsibilities which are largely 
jivial, unimportant and transitory. While 
ere is scant serious thought and concern for 
ite really important “things that abide.” Had 
jie world assumed the responsibilities incident 
« a World Peace Order, some twenty-three 
sars back—instead of falling back into sloth 
‘nd indifference—we might be enjoying a more 
fniversal “Merry Christmas.” With all of our 
sills, we failed to develop a high sense of 
‘sponsibility. Instead men want things and 
nore things. We want our rights and privi- 
ges protected. But just remind us that new 
(opportunities call for increased responsibility 
‘ad obligation and then watch us sigh and 
‘ump. We speed up, get into a jam and then 
sorn everyone else for doing the same thing. 
We create a great poem, write books, compose 
‘nusic and yet fail to produce leaders that 
©mmand universal respect and confidence. 
nce there was a man who said he was “born 
| genius.” But as no one has yet located his 
sost office, it is assumed that he was “still 
porn.” Jesus took on responsibility gladly 
when he said to Pilate: “For this cause I was 
“orn into the world.” 
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0 the ONE Sound Motion Picture Pro- 
yc jector that serves both Small Room 


and Large Auditorium 


ERVES ALL PURPOSES 
For black and white or color 
Silent or Sound Film 


@ 
Most Portable 
° 
Plug-in P. A. System 


VICTOR panimatocrarn corp. 


Dept. A-13, Davenport, iowa 


LAL (4 


@ “Quality First” is the keynote of ‘“The 
Service Hymnal”—Quality in Tunes, Hymns, 
Scripture Readings, Paper, Printing, Binding. 
Mail coupon today for sample copy. See for 
yourself what blessings the adoption of this 
surpassing hymn book for every service and 
every need will bring your church. 


Special Features at Low Price 


Nine outstanding features distinguish this 
hymnal. Investigate their worth and impor- 


tance to you. 

THE 
SERVICE 
HYMNAL 


Contains spiritual 

treasures of the 
centuries. Edited 
to provide music 
and scripture read- 
ings for every Sun- 
day, every season, 
special days and 
all occasions. First 
classified hymnal 
to be completely 
orchestrated. Lac- 
quered cloth bind- 
ing, tarnish proof 
gold stamping; price 
only $60 a 100, not 
prepaid. 


for Sample Copy 


FIRST 
tatsts, 


Mail Coupon 
HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892 


only the best in song books KEY | PANY 


Chicago, Illinois 


5701-T West Lake Street 


Please send returnable sample of ‘‘The Service 
Hymnal’ and Free folder of ‘‘Finance Plans”’ for 
securing new hymnals at no budget increase. 


Official 
Name Title 
Addresa___ 
City State 
Church and Member- 
Denom.—___—— = _____ship. 
Pastor Address. 
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THE MAN WHO FOUND CHRISTMAS 
By Walter Prichard Eaton. W. A. Wilde Co., 


Boston, Mass. 


62 pp. Cardboard bound. 


An altogether delightful story about a man who 
yearned for the old-time type of Christmas, and who had 
lost it through absorption with the sophistications of 
New York City life. “That Christmas spirit of those 
(youth) days, can it not be found again? Is one fool- 
ishly seeking a lost Eden to search for it?” This is 
the question he ponders, so he buys a railroad ticket to 
a little town, entirely unknown to him, and goes there 
in search of Christmas. There he regains his confidence 
in man, renews the spirit of youth, and finds not only 
Christmas, but a lovely lady as well! 

Here is a story to give to one who seeks to regain 
the “Christmas” he has lost in the wrappings of the 
festival. It makes a lovely story to read to anyone; it 
can be used to illustrate a Christmas sermon; it will 
deepen the significance of the day. 

It is bound in a gay holiday cover and makes a wel- 
come Christmas gift. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


THE BIBLE FOR TODAY 
Edited by John Stirling. 
other Artists. Oxford University Press. 


Illustrated by Rowland Hilder and 
1255 pp. $5.00. 


In a day when all of the established certainties of life 
seem to be shaken and the moral and ethical foundations 
of society appear to be in the process of dissolution there 
is an imperative need to see these values from the view- 
point of their eternal quality as well as in the light of 
their immediate necessity for the present hour. Nowhere 
is this so clearly demonstrated as in the Bible. We have 
had countless editions of the Scriptures which have at- 
tempted the former task. There have been some which 
have pointed the way toward making the Bible a book 
of the hour. John Stirling in his new edition of The 
Bible for Today does both, and does each admirably. 

The emphasis in this new edition, however, is on this 
latter method of viewing the Scriptures. John Stirling 
makes the Bible as contemporary as tomorrow’s head- 
lines. Here the Bible is ‘‘news’—-news for the present 
world of God’s eternal plan, news which, when seen 
aright, is as fresh as the latest press despatch. 

This is a Bible and a commentary in one. In brilliant, 
illuminating and often poetic prose Mr. Stirling intro- 
duces his reader to each portion of Biblical text with 
a brief commentary essay which evokes an appreciation 
of the passage and leaves the reader to dream upon the 
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BOOKS! 


BOOKS! BOOKS 


The Man Who Found Christmas 
The Bible for Today 

Bypaths in Greek New Testament 
Introduction to Old Testament 
The Liberated Bible 

Voice of the Devil 

Layman’s Greek Testament 
Putting Our House in Order 
Now We Must Choose 

God’s Purpose in This Age 

We Are Not Divided 

Hymns and Hymn Writers 
Middle East 


implications of its deeper meanings for his own life an 
the world of today. 

The editor of this work has been laboring at his tas 
for over twenty years; he is the author of An Atlas 
the New Testament and closely associated with the put 
lication of the Child’s Bible and the Study Bible. H 
was the Managing Editor of the Outline of Christianit} 
The Bible for Today sprang from an incident which og 
curred the moment he entered the City of Jerusalem wit! 
General Allenby’s army, as a British Chaplain in t) 
first World War. —Paul D. Leedy. 


BYPATHS IN THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT 
By Kenneth S. Wuest. Erdmans. 123 pp. $1.00. 

In this little volume the teacher of New Testame 
Greek in the Moody Bible Institute finds light cast upo 
much in the New Testament from the inscriptions foun 
on the sites of ancient civilizations, covering a perio, 
from 332 B.c. to A.D. 313 and from the papyri found i 
Egypt and dating back, the oldest of them, to 2600 B. 
These inscriptions are in the common Greek of the Ne 
Testament. He shows us that the word translated ‘ 
stance” had a technical meaning in the business worl 
of the first century. It was the deed of title, and s 
the verse becomes “Faith is the title deed of thing 
hoped for. Another article casts light on the deificatio 
of the Emperor and helps in understanding much in tt 
Revelation and also the lordship of Christ. There | 
much that the preacher can find available for illustrati 
material and for emphasis in many of the texts selected 
The book is to be commended especially to those withou 
a knowledge of the Greek. —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By Robert H. Pfeiffer. Harper & Bros. 838 pp. Appendice; 

indices and bibliography. $4.00. 

Until now there has been no comprehensive introduc 
tion to the Old Testament in English. This book fill 
that need in an admirable manner. It deals with th 
religious interest, the literary interest, the historical an 
critical interest, the history of the canon, the texts an 
versions, and a consideration of the separate books. Spac 
would not permit more than mention in short form © 
the apocrypha. The selected bibliography is both exter 
sive and comprehensive, really in itself an excellen| 
piece of work. The book is written in such a manne 
that it conveys value to those unfamiliar with Hebre 
Aramaic, Greek, etc. This in itself is an excellent poin 
because the study of the Semitic languages in particula 
is ceasing to be required in our seminaries. Hebrey 
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4s are printed with English letters, and one does miss 
Hebrew characters. But that is a very minor point. 
“there are many fine things which might be said of 
book, but it will be necessary to mention only a 
It marks another step in freeing American scholar- 
from foreign influence, and that is a good thing. 
le it is the only fairly complete and comprehensive 
oduction to the Old Testament, it is done in an 
erstanding and sympathetic manner which makes the 
msive scholarship and learning serve the purpose of 
ling across to the student or reader the ideas and 
clusions of the author; this, in itself, is to be highly 
‘mended. His treatment of the law and of the proph- 
is worth serious consideration; I like especially his 
‘tment of Amos, as well as other prophets. 
‘m the space available for this review one may be in 
‘wer of being over enthusiastic. But without stretching 
‘ats one may easily say that this book is as manna 
m heaven to scholars, students and clergymen, as well 
others interested in the Old Testament. In rare form 
/sombines extensive learning with a fine and readable 
‘ye. It covers the field, and it does it better than one 
'» find anywhere else. Without a doubt this. book 
uuld be in the hands of every person who is in any 
se at all interested in the Old Testament. I have gone 
‘‘yugh many volumes on the Old Testament but I have 
‘ver found one that contains as much learning, under- 
ading, comprehension as this one; nor have I found 
as complete and as well written. It is a book to be 
“ured, studied, read and kept. —W. R. Siegart. 
\ 


LIBERATED BIBLE 
piled by Shepherd Knapp. Fleming H. Revell. 286 pp. 
2.50. 
‘his is a most interesting work. The author, a min- 
ir in Worcester, Mass., has arranged “all the more 
ential content of the Old Testament, both thought and 
ative, in a form which brings together the parts that 
thought belong together, and which shows the inter- 
‘ation of the groups of passages thus assembled.” He 
| set out five books: ‘Human Raw Material For Re- 
‘jon To Shape .... The Happiness of Unquestioning 
“Vth. . . . An Old Testament Wonder Book. . . . Grop- 
In The Dark. ... The Emergence Of A Deeper 
ith”? Each book is divided into chapters: Book I— 
‘Han’s Personal Life Man’s Family Life ; 
‘sn’s Community Life . . . Man’s National Life.” The 
pters are in numerous sections: ‘“Man’s Personal 
‘4e—Youth and Age; Wisdom and Folly; Sloth and 
llustry”; etc. The volume demonstrates a most valuable 
‘ithod of Bible study and will be of high value to 
‘nisters and all church workers—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


‘ME VOICE OF THE DEVIL 

°1G. Campbell Morgan. Fleming H. Revell. 63 pp. 75 cents. 
rom “blitzed” London Dr. Morgan sends this little 
‘ok. It is an expository and forceful study of the 
twer of evil personified as shown in the Bible and re- 
Jaled in the life of man and in world events of our 
ty. Satan speaks three times in the Scriptures, to Eve, 
| God concerning Job, and to Jesus. The closing chap- 
© is a study of James 4:7. There is a literalism in 
‘ny places with which some will not be in agreement, 
*t there is also a scholarship and an evangelical fervor 
‘at attracts and challenges. —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


WTES FROM A LAYMAN’S GREEK TESTAMENT 
Ernest Gordon. Boston. W. A. Wilde Co. 371 pp. $2.00. 


“The author is the son of the beloved Rev. Dr. A. J. 
»rdon of Boston. He brings to this volume much of 
. same fine Christian spirit of his famous father. This 

ume is unique in that it is the work of a layman with 
‘knowledge of Greek. It represents the result of years 
- prayerful and devout study of the New Testament 
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@ Higley’s 1942 Commentary is better 
than ever, Its 22 outstanding features 
are indispensable to teachers and ad- 
vanced students.’ Based on the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. True tothe 
whole Bible. Definitely evangelistic. 
Spiritual. Truly—a complete teacher! 
Money-back guarantee. 
320 pages, nearly 800,000 words, cloth 
é bound, attractive jacket. Price: only $1- 
Only Order from your bookseller or direct. 
Write for Big FREE catalogof ‘‘Mas- 
$ 1.00 ter Line’’ Sunday School Supplies. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS ee Butler, Ind. 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 
squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street “Philadelphia, Pa. 


Big PROFITS 


for Your Organization 


tive plan 
successful coopera of thousands 0! 
the financial problems Qyrite today for 


women’s OF METAL SPONGE S 


pace iebigh ‘Ave.&MascherSt., Phila, 


Gottschalk's 


METAL SPONGE 


New York's 
Friendliest Hotel 


Convenient location 
quiet, spacious rooms 
friendly, attentive serv 
ice make the Prince 
George New York’s out- 
standing hote) value. 

1000 Rooms with Bath 
Single $2.50 to $4.00 
Double $3.50 to $7.00 
Geo. H. Newton, Mgr. 


14 East 28th! # 
Newyork « 
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Hillgreen, Lane 


& Company 


* 
ORGAN ARCHITECTS 
AND BUILDERS 


* 
Alliance, Ohio 


Established 1898 
9 9 9 DD HH HB HB YY YYW 


BRONZE 
CHURCH 
TABLETS 


Distinguished, individual 
designs in ail sizes for 
every purpose. Request our 
Ilustrated Booklet. 


ie Ge a Oe Cae 
Cre IPI PIII 


‘al 


“DONORS OF 
NEW L SAN 
CHURCH 


e 
Send us wording and spec- 
ifications for 


FREE SKETCH 


and quotation—no obli- 
gation. 


INTERNATIONAL TABLETS 


36 East 22nd Street, New York, N. Y. 


PLAN NOW for CHRISTMAS 


A large sample packet of attractively printed 
Christmas supplies is awaiting you! 

It cOntains an unusually fine assortment of 
pastors’ personal greeting cards, Christmas 
announcement folders and bulletins, col- 
lection envelopes, pastors’ Christmas gifts 


calendars and many other printed aids for 
the Christmas season. 


Write today for your sample packet. It’s Free 

THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 

117 East 4TH Sr. CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
Perhaps we can save you money on your | 


next printing order. May we quote you! 


Start the New Year with 
Sunday School Score Board 


Every 
Member 
Present 

Every 
Sunday 

Write for 
the Plan 
Everything 
for the 
Church 
Christmas 
Plans 
in Catalog 
free 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, 10 S. Wabash, Dept. 40, Chicago 
_—_—_—_—_——— eS ES 
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with the aid of the same Greek text his father use 
All through the book ideas meet the student. It is f 
of suggestive material. 

It would be of great value to Sunday School teacher! 
laymen in general, and pastors who know no Greek 
But I believe that those who do know Greek will fi 
many helpful suggestions through the volume. It j 
an unusual book, but one which should prove valuab 
and helpful in New Testament study.—W. R. Siegart. 


PUTTING OUR HOUSE IN ORDER 
By a group of English churchmen. 

130 pp. $1.25. 

This is a sequel to Men, Money and the Ministry. 
is a frank facing of facts and conditions in the Anglical 
Church, with prayerful and well considered plans ani 
programs for improvement. One is struck with the wil 
ingness to face conditions as they are and the fi 
Christian spirit in which plans for improvement are pr 
sented. These churchmen feel that the Church shoul 
reform itself, the better to Christianize the world. 

Some of the conditions are peculiar to the Englis 
Church. But Americans could learn much from thi 
study. On the other hand the English could learn muc 
from the American Church. 

With men like this willing to face facts and willi 
to work out the salvation of the Church, its future 
assured. I recommend this book to the careful consi 
eration of every churchman. Perhaps a study like thi 
is long overdue for us. —W. R. Siegart. 


NOW WE MUST CHOOSE 
By Henry N. Wieman. Macmillan. 245 pp. $2.00. 

It is not peace or war that the professor of the philo 
ophy of religion in the University of Chicago discuss¢ 
in this volume, although one may do his own readin 
between the lines. It is what he considers “the basi 
problems of our democracy.” We must rethink our dé 
mocracy, its source and goal, the way it works, th 
genius of the people, and establish a revised and rebul 
faith for democracy. In the early decades of our histor 
with its far-flung frontier and its never-ceasing oppo! 
tunities, the flaws and dangerous elements in our Ame 
ican way of life did not reveal themselves or at least di 
not threaten seriously. Today, however, there is 
threat of disaster and we must make up our minds 4 
to purposes and procedures in our democracy. Fe 
readers will agree Tully with Dr. Wieman, but he h: 
given us a great book. It might have been greater ha 
it been written for the common man, in the vernaculal 
but then it would not have been Wieman. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


Longmans, Green & C 


GOD’S PURPOSE IN THIS AGE 
By John H. McComb. Fleming H. Revell. 93 pp. $1.00. 


The minister of the Broadway Presbyterian Churci 


New York, is a fundamentalist and does not care wh 
knows it. He has “not shrunk from controversy” an 
there is argument, plenty of it, in this little book 


Nevertheless, there is much in it that needs to be sai 
in our day, and he says it forthright and bluntly. On 
supposes that it is a series of sermons and the first on 
gives title to the book. “God’s primary purpose in thi 
present age is to take out from the Gentiles ‘a peopl 
for his name,’ or, in other words, to form the Churc 
of Christ; to demonstrate His power to protect an 
provide for His own who are living in a hostile world 
to demonstrate man’s inability to run this world withov 
Him; to demonstrate the folly of opposing Him, or at 
tempting to thwart His plans.”’ The other chapters dec 
with doctrines dear to the heart of fundamentalists, an 
many other Christians. —Wm. Tait Paterson 


WE ARE NOT DIVIDED 
By John A. Hutchison. Round Table Press. 336 pp. $3.0( 


The author, who is not especially identified, tells ‘th 


The Exposito 


, and earnest effort to give the Protestant churches 
“greater strength which could be had through unity.” 
story begins with Zinzendorf in Pennsylvania and 
(ses through to the Federal Council of the Churches 
; christ in America. He then discusses the work of 
‘Council in the years since, its trials and discords, 
accomplishments and its failures. It is an interesting 
{y, well told, and will lift up the hearts of Protes- 
is who believe in the essential unity of the church. 
‘e are still problems and work ahead of the Council 
, the writer elaborates on them in his last chapter. 
—Wwm. Tait Paterson. 


<MATIZED STORIES OF HYMNS AND HYMN WRITERS 
(irnest K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Company. 304 pp. $2.00. 
i'ixteen chapters in this book tell the story of the 
it hymns of as many authors. Incidents concerning 
' writers, and the. needed dates, are also supplied. 
‘jindicated by the title, the various stories are drama- 
4. Ministers will here find material for sixteen Sun- 
evening services. Others interested in presenting 
bin features before public audiences will be apprecia- 
1 of the guidance which this volume gives, and will 
grateful to the author for the work which he has 
ligen 
“acts are gleaned from the standard works of Mc- 
‘chan, H. Augustine Smith, C. S. Robinson and others. 
‘th chapter contains enough material for a service of 
“roximately one hour. Definite and needful directions 
| presentation are supplied; and the historical back- 
and of the hymns used is furnished. 
ivid impressions will be made on those who witness 
=se dramatizations which they will long remember. 
jaceforth they will be grateful to both the author and 
ticipants for the realistic pictures. 
‘he publishers have done their part to make this 
ok one of delight. —William J. Hart. 


(DDLE EAST 
| H. V. Morton. Dodd, Mead and Company, New York. 
‘74 pages with maps and sepia illustrations. $3.00. 
‘There ought to be a law to prevent the publication of 
‘th an alluring book of travel at a time when it is 
sossible for men to visit.the lands so vividly and 
‘itingly described in its pages. This is a record of 
(ent travel—in the months immediately preceding the 
‘cbreak of the present war—in Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, 
irkey and Greece. Some of the material of Mr. Mor- 
a’s other three books on this portion of the world 
used, but always to advantage, and there is a wealth 
new material, particularly about Greece and Turkey. 
sere would be no better companion to take on a Medi- 
“raneon Cruise than this volume, whether the cruise 
_made, as used to be done, on a palatial ocean liner, 
».as is the case today, in an armchair within one’s 
fn library. To those who have never been to the 
‘oar East, the magical style of Morton gives a true 
ture of the people, the places, and the atmosphere of 
jear East lands; to those who know the countries de- 
‘ribed in the book, there is an immediate re-creation 
i sounds, sights, and smells with all the attendant 
sscination. As is the case with Morton’s former books, 
sere is more attention to the religious side of life, and 
Christian monuments than one sees in other books, 
se entire being presented so as to interest the Bible 
cudent and Christian leader not more than it would 
“terest the reader concerned with other elements of 
‘lture. Its literary beauty is equal to the value of the 
,formation presented in its pages. The book contains 
Naps that add to its practical use, and its photographs, 
»produced in full page sepia tints add greatly to the 
‘tractiveness of the volume. 
| —Charles Haddon Nabers. 
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Rich Line Christmas Cards bring large 
profits in Church funds. 


14 Money -Making Box 
Assortments 


Sell famous “’Richline’ 21-Card CARDS 
Assortment at $1. You make 

50c. Also Religious, Etching, 

Humorous, Gift Wraps, Every- 

day, etc., assortments. Full or 

spare time. Experience un- 

necessary. START NOW with with 
a line that is complete. Write name 
today for samples on approval. imprinted 


15 years of satisfactory service. 


The Rich Company 
2706 Mc Gee Kansas City, Mo. 


MODERN BOOKCASES 
for the MODEST BUDGET 


O%3 6 
(T GROWS WITH YOUR b/BRARY is 


SECTIONAL BOOKCASES § 
$ 4 25 and Up— per Book & 


Section with Door 


DIRECT FROM FACTORY 


On Approval at 40% Saving & 
Portable — Fits any space. 
Receding doors for protection 
and convenience. Made in many 
Designs, Woods, and Finishes. 
Endorsed by Over 250,000 Users. 
Send for new Catalog No E121 
c.J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 
Little Falls, N.Y. 
Makers of Sectional Bookcases 
for the Better Homes_and 
Offices since 1899. New York 
Showroom, 130 West 42nd St. 


DAVIS BIBLE: DICTIONARY 


Contains 856 pages—6,000 arti- 
cles—299 illustrations and colored 


maps. Meanings, pronounciations, 
locations, genealogies. It attains 
completeness, accuracy and brevity 
in a single volume. 


Cloth bound, $3.00 
THE. WESTMINSTER: PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA . . . Witherspoon Building 
NEW YORK. . . . .~ 156 Fifth Avenue 
PITTSBURGH . . - . -_ Granite Building 
CHICAGO . . . . 8 South Dearborn Street 
LOS ANGELES . . . 311 South Spring Street 


Josephinum CHURGH FURNITURE 


Architecturally and err 
Ecclesiastically Correct 
« Pews - Altars 

+ Woodcarvings 
- Pulpits - Lecterns 
- Wainscoting of 
Artistic Excellence 


Consult Our Planning Department 
Without Obligation 


THE JOSEPHINUM 


CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
“Dept. E. Columbus, Ohio 
“Craftsmen in Wood Since 1884” 


Individual 


‘THE SANITAR ¥??) gicneivigeet 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary . 
The individual communion service permits an impressive cere- 
mony. We introduced in- 


gregations. Send for free 

Catalog with quotations. 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVIC 

Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester, N. Y. 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog,samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
ety Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
in) & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


'BELLS 


LERGY and 
HOIR APPAREL 


ALTAR LINENS, EMBROIDERIES 
MATERIALS BY THE YARD, TAILORING 


Send for our new Catalogue 
417 FIFTH AVENUE 
jm. Hall, inc. 


NEW YORK 


he See a Gospel sound 


TSCRIPTURES | film and be convinced 
e@e 
ea 


presenting God’s 
Word. Send today for 
descriptive booklet. 


C. O. BAPTISTA 
FILMS (Dept. 13) 


325 West Huron Street 
Chicago, IIlinois 


Beautify Your Church 


WITH 


of its effectiveness in 
& \e@e 


16MM 
SOUND FILMS 


Manitowoc Fine Furniture 


Write for Drawings and Prices 
MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 


Dept. 12 


% COMFORTS OF RELIGION 
may be lost when you need them most through 
% torturing doubts. Insure your peace of mind ¥ 
% against doubt and unbelief by a course in the fun- 
damentals of religion. Send only 25c for outline and ¥ 
% sample lesson of HOME RELIGION COURSE. & 
Richard F. Hammons, Teacher of Divinity 
% 4712 North Avenue Chicago, Illinois & 
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| 
EDITORIAL—Continued from page 615 | 


There are times, you mused, when mud 
knowledge may be more dangerous than 
little. There are times when, in very truth 
innocence can be bliss enough. 


Such a time has come when one’s though’ 
are being transported back to the Judean hills 
as a distant choir sings out from your radia 
“Silent night, Holy night. All is calm—” ani 
“Good news from Heaven the Angels bring’ 
only to have the announcer cut in with, “W 
interrupt the Westminster Choir program t 
bring you a bulletin which has just come il 
over our direct wires from Moscow.” Thi 
excited, breathless reading of the bulletin being 
completed, the super-efficient radio contro} 
smoothly fades out the war news and a@ 
smoothly fades in the Choir, which is still 
singing, “Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled} 
within my heart, that it may be a quiet cham 
ber kept for Thee.” 


How can such things be? Nor are we jarreq 
out of our normally mute complacency, fo 
we are grown immune to such things. 

True, one may escape neither knowledg¢ 
nor responsibility by turning to the deep wild 
erness, but he is blind who fails to find there 
a new high in living, for which to strive, 4 
high in the simple joys of the simple life wé 
have increasingly ignored in our ceaseless drivé 
to “better” our conditions of life. As thoug! 
better conditions of life depended upon things 
mere things ground out in bulk by meré 
machines! Souls are no line-production com 
modity from the engineer’s drafting-board 
It is to laugh at our stupidity! 

To simple folk in the Judean hill countr 
the Angelic host first sang of “peace on earth 
goodwill toward men”, and not without reason. 
They alone are unincumbered with things foi 
which men strive, in which men see values tha’ 
are never there. I reckon the simple folk we 
find far back in a calm and peaceful wilder- 
ness, know more about peace and goodwill 
than any part of a bulletin-spattered, radio- 
punctuated world, where hymns of joy and 
hope and peace are faded out, man-made 
hymns of hate and horror and hell faded in. 
with super-mechanical perfection and finesse. 
ever can. 

Soon I shall lift my eyes again, unto the 
hills and the weary soul of me will be lifted 
by them. Let your eyes be turned unto the 
hills, for it is from thence that cometh your 
help. 

vf 
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National Judgment 

| Have young people decorate with National 
‘olors, display Christian Flag in Chancel, 
ulso large Bible, lighted by candles. Assign 
veading to three young people, (1) Isaiah 
122-15; (2) Isaiah 1:16:31; (8) Isaiah 
1:2-22 through 8:12. These readers should 
‘ve dressed in gowns, white preferably. Each 
jmay be accompanied to the Chancel steps 
oy two candle-bearers) 

| nvocation: “Come, my people, enter thou 
P thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
ve: hide thyself as it were for a little 
yment, until the indignation be overpast.” 
'dymn: “Lamp of Our Feet, Whereby We 
ne. 

Scripture: Isaiah 25: 1-12 through 26:9. 
sesponsively) . 

Iymn: “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night.” 
Readers: (Scripture assigned and rehearsed 
voutlined above, with one stanza of “Bright- 
' and Best of the Sons” sung between 
dings by soloist, or young people’s choir). 
“Pastor: (read Isaiah 2:12-16). 

Hymn: “Holy Father, Thou Hast Given.” 
‘Meditation: “When Isaiah called upon his 
yple to hide themselves in the haven of 


“Ps love, he was standing, as a prophet, in the midst of 
national judgment which he saw coming upon Israel as 
‘esult of her sins. Agents of destruction (Chapter 27) 
‘ild fly upon Israel. Who could endure the evil day in 
h these ferocious enemies would be allowed to have 
‘ir way? Only he who had entered into his chambers and 
t the doors about him, and hid himself in the God 
(his salvation. Hidden by God in earnest, effectual, 
Jieving prayer, God’s people would be safe. At least 
‘remnant of them would live to see their destroyers 
'troyed, and would live to see a striking demonstration 
the truth that God causes all things to work together 
' good to them that love Him. 

‘Hidden by God in prayer! We are not advocating 
“hdrawing from this evil world into some cloister, there 
- spend lives in prayer and meditation, but rather to 
Mow Isaiah’s counsel to surround our souls with the 
“ong walls of prayer so that God’s grace may enable 
to stand fast in these evil days and, by our example, 
jr testimony, our quiet but effective Christian influence, 
“prove a blessing to others.” 


Hymn: “Lord, When We Bend Before Thy 
‘nrone.” 

Prayer: (For each individual present, for 
“ose who might have come, had not routine 
lterests prevented, for those leading com- 
junities, nations, the Church, to bow heads in 
vayer for forgiveness, for understanding, and 
stter men and women). 


Hymn: “When the World Around us 
‘arows.” 
Benediction. 


7 


| ‘ 
. The Bible, The Christian Believer’s Guide to 
Life Immortal 

(Display Bible in Sanctuary, flanked by candles. 
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"CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog containing 
illustrations and prices of the var- 
ious types of bulletins made by us. 
A post card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name of your 
church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


Money For Your Treasury 
Over 1,500,000 
Sunflower Dish Cloths 
were sold in 1940 by members of Sunday Schools, Ladies’ 


Aids. Young People’s Group, etc. They enable you to 
earn money for your treasury, and make friends for 


your organization. i 
Sample Free to Official 


SANGAMON MILLS — Est. 1915 — Cohoes, N.Y. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—F abrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Marking 104 years of service 
/ 1837 © to the church and clergy 1941 


COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


ae TEIN 


EASY TO GET 


Collecting a mile of coins is 9 novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Society 
The coins will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used Write for Samples and Prices 


THE HARRISON CO, UNION CITY, IND. 


Pipe Organs 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs 


Full Upholstered Seat and Form-Fitting Back 
Rubber Feet 


$19.50 a Dozen 
Scranton, Pa. 


Send for Sample 


REDINGTON CO. Dept. 89 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 

ings. Catalog free. Samples of va- 

rious styles sent on receipt of 25c. 

Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 

27. N. 6th St. PHILADELPHIA 
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wee us “NEW PROCESS” 


aa Stencils and Backing Sheets 

NOW ONLY $2.15 per quire 
of 24 boxed 

5 Quires $8.75 Prepaid. 30 Day 

Money Back Guarantee. Name 
Machine. Size. 


NEW PROCESS. 


__ THE woRLDS AGENTS WANTED 
treet ete Pittsburgh Typewriter 
Ringe Supply 

E£336—4th Av. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 


FINEST cual 
Workmansnip Se OF !""'Giasses 


Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


Room 324 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 


OUT-OF-PRINT ond Horeto-Fine BOOKS 


supplied. Also family and town histories, magazine back 
numbers, etc. All subjects, all languages. Send us your list 
of wants—no obligation.We report promptly. Lower prices 
Religious Books a Specialty 
We also supply current books at publishers’ prices, post- 
paid. We buy old books and magazines. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE 
117 W. 48th St., Dept. 615, New York City 


C Hi J R C EMBROIDERIES 


uper-Frontals 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS — SILK FLAGS — BANNERS 


WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. Tenth St., Philadelphia 


WICKS 


Te stradll 


GAGANS 


HIGHLAND> ILLINOIS + Dept. E 


“Tas Ornaments: Fringes: 
“Furnishingsand Supplies- . 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


. BELLS 51" 


Arrange for the dedication of any new Bibles in 
the membership, especially those being presented to 
men and women in the Nation’s Service. Assign 
questions about the history of the Bible to mem- 
bers, such as number of books, Old and New Testa- 
ment translations, work of American Bible Society, 
languages.) 
Invocation: “Praise waiteth for Thee, 
God, in Zion; and unto Thee shall the vow | 


performed.” 


Psalms 24. 
Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty King. . 


Scripture: I Peter 1:3-25. 


Hymn: “Thy Word is Like a Garden, Lorc 
Pastor: After brief prayer, call on those 
whom questions were assigned to give answe! 
Permit, invite or urge members who have be: 
blessed especially through reading and faith 
God’s Word to testify. Pastor urge all mer 
bers to engage in reading and study of Bib! 
Ask for volunteers for teaching classes. 
Hymn: “O Word of God Incarnate.” 
Meditation: “Let us ever remember, at 


humbly and gratefully acknowledge, that tl 


gift of God’s Word in the form of the written Bible is ma 
possible through the will of God, and not of men. Fie 
opposition was manifested throughout the history of Chr 
tendom to the spreading of God’s Word among men. 
required courage, devotion to duty, and unwavering fa! 
to do battle against these odds and to continue in | 
work. But God, who had promised, ‘‘As thy da: 
so shall thy strength be,’’ was ever present to end 
His chosen instruments with the necessary abilities a 
fortitude to bring their task to a successful completion 

“To Him we give unceasing honor and praise, | 
seeching Him to fill us with unwearying appreciati 
and hunger for the Word and to hinder our enem 
from sealing the open Bible again as they succeeded 
doing during the Dark Ages.” 

Prayer: (Especially for the desire for stu 


and practice of God’s Word, as a foundati: 
for wisdom and guidance during the prese 
world chaos, so that the world of men b 
queathed to our children may be more accor 
ing to that which Jesus Christ, Our Lord, can 
among men to bring.) 

Hymn: “Holy Father, Thou Hast Given.” 

Benediction. 


I, 
III. God Comes To Walk Among Men 


(Christmas decorations, entire Sunday School should 
be present, with special assignments of readings, 
Christmas Songs, etc. Gifts of food, clothing, and 
money, should be deposited before the manger 
scene, later to be distributed to those in need. If 
there are Orphan children near enough to invite as 
guests, the invitation should be extended by the 
Children of the Parish, and assignments for singing 
and recitations should be assigned to them also, int 
order to make them feel a part of the service.) 
Invocation: “Who shall not fear, O Lor 
and glorify Thy Name, for Thou only art Hol 
for all the nations shall come and worship b 
fore Thee.” 
Hymn: “Good Christian Men, Rejoice.” 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-23. John 3:16. 


Hymn: “As With Gladness, Men of Old.” 
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thildren’s part: (Recitations, singmy, gifts). 
Iymn: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” 


: 4editation: “God might have made Himself 


/wn to man by means of a great voice, 
king from the sky. Instead, He gave us the Lord Jesus, 
3abe of Bethlehem, the boy of Nazareth, the teacher of 
‘lee, the man of prayer in Gethsemane, the Crucified 
our, the Risen Lord, the sender of the Comforter, 

Hope of Man throughout all ages. 

‘Men saw God in Jesus, they heard the voice of God 
ugh Jesus, they learned God’s Will through Jesus, 
learned the aim and purpose of God for man. How 
weful we are that God chose this method of making 
‘uself known to us. 

God may grant us forgiveness of our sins, renew 

\.strength for right living, simply by speaking to us in 
poice of His choice, and His choice is the Babe of 
niehem, whose coming we commemorate now. By 

‘ning the teachings of Jesus, as He unfolded them 

ysugh His years among men, we are assured of Eternal 
according to the measure His Teachings are put 

meaning through daily life. 

“Iymn: “Joy to the World! The Lord Is 
| ” 


Hime. 
Prayer. 


Benediction. 
; 


‘eu 


of 
Watch Ye, and Pray 
"nvocation: “Jehovah is my portion; I have 
#4 that I would observe Thy words. I en- 
‘ated Thy favour with my whole heart: Be 
reiful unto me according to Thy Word.” 
‘dymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 
‘Scripture: Joshua 1:6-8. Matt. 26:38-41. 
irk 18:38—14:38. Col. 4:2. 
“Hymn: “From the Eastern Mountains.” 
‘Meditation: (Read again Joshua 1:6-8). 
‘ese words were spoken to a wandering tribe, 
ading on the threshold of a new land, with a new oppor- 
‘ity for their immediate acceptance. Like all of God’s 
‘widence, it was a challenge to faith and courage. Thus 
ys each new year open before us. 
\., There were obstacles and dangers; but there was 
'y an unseen Helper. The blending of human effort and 
(ine inspiration is still a partnership for each new year. 
jd will do His part; but human cooperation must be 
“wdial and loyal. When Abraham Lincoln left his home 
7 of Springfield to assume the larger responsibilities 
‘ President, he asked that his fellow citizens should 
tk the Divine aid in Prayer for him. But he did not 
ter as to careful plans and courageous approaches for 
ary task. 
"11. The New Year has uncertainties because of untried 
“hs and unexpected experiences. God’s law and 
Jrist’s examnle may be our guide—even as the ancient 
‘sw was commended to Joshua. 
III. The success offered may not be exactly as we may 
“ticipate; yet it will be adapted to our abilities and 
‘Sult in satisfaction of essential needs. Joshua exper- 
‘iced some failures long ago; because there was selfish- 
‘ss in the tent of Achan. Every man in his place 
‘sn victory at Jericho. So the Master’s call to everyone 
‘; personal loyalty will bring results today. God 
(‘hts for us, when we are fully surrended to His Will 
ed purpose.-—Claude R. Shaver, Dakota, Ill. & 
| Hymn: “O God of Mercy, God of Might. 


(| Prayer: (Especially for complete dedication 
| the will of God, in the coming year, through 
»votion, study, penitence, communion, stew- 
idship, brotherhood). 

Hymn:“The Voice of God is Calling.” 


The BEST of THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 


Outfitters to over 2500 
schools, colleges, churches 
and seminaries. 


Write for catalog. 


Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 


Citablished [W2 
7-9 WEST 36ST. NEW YORK,NY. 
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te 


AGENTS WANTED 


To sell Bibles, Testaments, Books, Plaques, 
Calendars and Cards. Write for our New 


Wholesale Catalog and terms 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1107 McGee St. Kansas City, Mo. ofp 


COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $25.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY, DEPT. 500. SCRANTON, PA. 


Boncolor Christmas Kodachromes 


(reproductions from hand-colored slides) 
"Christmas Story from Famous Paintings, 20 slides, $7.50. 
“Christmas Carols’, two carols, $7.50. 

“In the City of David’’—a complete Christmas program for 
Church or Sunday School. Black and white. Double 
frame, $3.50; single frame, $3 


BOND SLIDE COMPANY Dept. E 


68 W. Washington St. Chicago, Ill. 


Benediction. 


fecember, 1941 


wm BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED ~G 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates- 
Experience over 25 years. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


Church CHindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
} Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, i 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Communion Cup 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL z Te. 
OFFER at low prices. Glasses $1.00 

Dozen. Tray and 36 glasses $6.50 up. 

Beautiful CHROMIUM - PLATE 

Aluminum, Wood and Silver-plated 

Services. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


Thomas Communion Service, Box 1212 Lima, Ohio 
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CHURCH & 
PEWS 


Our pews excel in 
beauty, comfort and 
fine workmanship. By- 
ery architectural style. 
See them before you 
buy. All types of 
Church Furniture built 
to order, Catalog on 


request. 
Keltner Mfg. Co., 79 Main St., Ashley, Ohio 


BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 


Crosses. Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens. Booklet of designs sub- 
mitted on request. 


J. P. Redington & Co., Dept. 800, Scranton, Pa. 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS! ! 


Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, articles, 
essays, etc., at a most modest cost. 


Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You 
get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 


Circular FREE on request 


Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
- 705 Railway Exchange Bldg. Montreal, Canada 


PIPE ORGANS 
OF FINEST QUALITY 
Built in All Sizes 
Write Us 
A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 


Established 1873 Orrville, Ohio 


ULPIT FURNITURE] 


Chairs. Communion Tables, 
Baptismal Fonts. Etc. 
Fine furniture af factory-to- 
Church prices. State your needs. 


DE MOULIN BROS. & Co. 
1116 South Fourth St.. 
GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 


PPT ORS © BeeROebehees 
WAMOINGS ¢ STOLES ¢ VESTNERNDS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 
NATIONAL ACADEMIC CAP & GOWN CO. 


A2t- 23 ARCH ST. PHILADELPHIA,PA. 


DeELONG & DeEeLONG 


CHURCH and SUNDAY SCHOOL FURNITURE 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Candlelight Service 

(Continued from page 604) | 
Noue;” Germany offers Luther’s Cradle Hym 
“Away in a Manger,” “Silent Night,” “Har 
the Herald Angels Sing,” “In Dulce Jubilo 
and from the early medieval music of tt 
church comes “Adeste Fideles,” “Temp 
Adest Floridum,” and “Veni Immanuel.” F 
an anthem much is available from the gre 
masters: Handel’s “The Messiah;” Dmitri Ba 
tyniansky, “The Cherubim Song;”. Pietro Yo 
“Jesu Bambino” and “Lo! How a Rose E’ 
Blooming” from Praetorius. These compo: 
tions all belong to the service in honor | 
Christ’s Nativity. 

Finally the spoken word. Whenever possib 
let the service proceed without announc 
ment. Confine your speaking to leading tl 
worshippers to the manger of Bethleher 
There is nothing more beautiful in its sir 
plicity than the Nativity Story as related | 
Saint Luke. Let the prayer be phrased | 
keeping with the spirit of the hour. I ha‘ 
found it best usually to forget about the co 
ventional sermon in this type of service. 
you must preach, do it by telling one of tl 
great Christmas stories. There are many | 
them: “The Other Wise Man,” “The Lo 
Word,” “The First Christmas Tree’—all | 
Henry van Dyke; “The Christmas Carol,” | 
Charles Dickens, and many others. Everyor 
knows them, of course, as everyone knows tl 
Scripture; but they are always worshipful, 
well told. 

After years of experience I have learn 
a lot about candlelight services. Never perm 
the lights in the church to be switched o 
even during the organ postlude. It is a cand] 
light service. Keep it so until the last worshi 
per has left the sanctuary. White candles a 
always best. I frequently call attention to tl 
color of the candles. White is emblematic | 
innocence and purity. No other color is 
better keeping with the spirit of the Christma 
tide. Some pastors try red or blue candles 
emphasize the Trinity group. It detracts. L 
the differentiation be marked by the length | 
the tapers. The Trinity tapers are always tl 
longest of any in the church. I have al. 
found an early evening, or preferably a la 
afternoon hour, to be the best time for th 
type of service. 

Finally, consider the service in its entiret 
It can be made a hallowed hour of rare beau 
in worship, and an experience in Christic 
loveliness that your people will look forwa: 
toward experiencing from year to year 
Christmas time draws near. 
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fMmunion Sermon 421, 568, 570 
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‘)peration and Happiness 98, 
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‘mocracy and Religion, 
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GENERAL 


Draftees ....... 17, 304, 479, 
Drama and Pageantry 45, 132, 
250, 310, 316, 366, 437, 
Duatyan = sistas 27, 29, 264, 330, 
Easter 131, 136, 146, 167 192, 
194, 195, 197, 209, 218, 221, 
363, 557, 

Editorial 15, 67, 129, 187, 247, 
307, 364, 409, 456, 507, 

559, 

Evangelism 13, 16, 19, 75, 125, 
130, 136, 146, 243, 245, 

462, 499, 

Every Member Canvass, Carson 
Expository Preaching 65, 447, 
Faith 34, 47, 48, 159, 204, 256, 
264, 373, 447, 451, 463, 

SOL, 5294551; 

413, 561, 


Fall Bazaar 
Family Altar Service 
Farms and Farmers 41, 99, 193, 
428, 

Fathers and Sons 252, 256, 271, 
286, 301, 318, 320, 324, 
330, 336, 347, 371, 381, 

418, 565, 566, 

| NE) ee nena eh, Cees UspC Cee 
Filing Systems 
Films and Projectors .. 3 
194, 254, 369, 407, 

Flag Dedication ........ 313, 
Flags 311, 313, 333, 340, 366, 
Funeral Address, Garrett ..... 
Giving 30, 36, 72, 75, 98, 
125, 148, 191, 


Good Friday .. 131, 166, 195, 

200, 204, 214, 221, 
Happiness cae tei ast 98, 
HeroeSuas orien 154, 260, 287, 


Holy Week 131, 166, 195, 200, 
204, 214, 218, 221, 301, 

Holy Ghost PALM WP 4M hp 
WAOHESEY fo xe sie scares, 1514/08 ele! o,ele 
Homes 260, 270, 286, 387, 515, 
Illustrations, Hart 34, 94, 154, 
214, 276, 336, 384, 429, 

474, 528, 578, 

Illustrations, .. Phelan 38, 98, 
158, 218, 280, 340, 386, 

431, 480, 532, 582, 
Independence Day .. 264, 313, 
320, 333, 366, 371, 


Insurance 
Junior Sermons, Sessler 29, 88, 
148, 208, 272, 331, 380, 
410, 426, 470, 524, 575, 
Labor 96, 193, 220, 247, 320, 


327, 386, 

Lent 131, 160, 166, 195, 200, 
204, 214, 218, 221, 301, 
Bincolit «..aisratsis aus oA, 106, 
TAGMON «2 os oie srorarmeale o.eyn 5 18, 
MOVE Sevecanicresane 79, 155, 211, 


Memorial Day 252, 268, 278, 
Memorial Gifts ......... 74, 
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Men’s Bible Class 69, 73, 75, 
133, 366, 564, 

Mid-Week Services.. 45, 105, 
166, 221, 287, 346, 481, 

534, 585, 

Mimeographing 
Minister’s Reading, Hulen ... 
Minister’s Wife 12,128; 
Missions .. 212, 413, 509, 510, 
534, 


Modern Psychology 
Money Raising 30, 36, 72, 75, 
98, 107, 125, 148, 191, 

368, 413, 429, 510, 

511, 534, 561, 

Mortgage Burning Service ... 
Mothers 75, 247, 249, 250, 256, 
260, 270; 239; 

Music for Choir and Organ 67, 
New Year 7, 15, 17, 22, 28, 34, 
38, 45, 49, 633’ 

Outlines, Shaver .... 270, 330, 
415, 482, 

(PACHSTY = onsets aia’ss, sie ee Sia eioxe 
Palm Sunday .. 
Parables 
Parish Memorial Service 
Parish) Papers) missitsiesces cen ls 
Pastoral Work .. 10, 123, 182, 
451, 468, 


Patience 
Patriotism: cic ont eee 359, 361, 
366, 371, 384, 


Pentecost 
Personality 
Planning Year’s Work ....... 
Prayer .. 17, 76, 97, 106, 
135, 166, 206, 216, 

241, 245, 268, 270, 

301, 348, 416, 420, 

443, 

PUA V.ELSitete'« sieveiete evervinaner 
Prayer Meetings 45, 105, 
221, 287, 346, 481, 
Prayer, Week of ...........- 
Preachers and Preaching 10, 
59, 61, 65, 69, 76, 121, 

134, 182, 264, 306, 340, 
406, 451, 458, 459, 499, 
501, 508, 

Preaching to Children 29, 88, 
148, 208, 272, 331, 380, 

410, 426, 470, 524, 575, 
Prohibition. J cvs sce .= eer Los 
Propaganda ‘erjetatsterstlstelejetelsl 
Rally 
Religious Education ......... 
Relief 98, 107, 338, 367, 420, 
478, 

Repentance ...... Goon 241, 
Resurrection .. 131, 136, 146, 
167, 192, 194, 195, 209, 

218, 221, 363, 557, 
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SabbathiDay ere heeee eee ee 
Sermons 22, 77, 136, 199, 256, 
SOUS, Git Ahi. 465, cols. 

566, 

Sick, Ministry to ... 468, 478, 
Sin .... 79, 90, 146, 200, 219, 
Sound sSystems), i042... 08 ates 
Speech Clinic, Showalter .. 59, 
Stewardship 30, 72, 75, 98, 107, 
125, 148, 191, 499, 510, 


534, 
Suffering ...... 96, 257, 474, 
Sunday Evening Services ..... 
Abiding Ministry, Blair ...... 


American Dream, Bigelow .... 
Broadcast, When You, Boden.. 
Can We Take It? Johnson .... 
Christmas Service, Leedy ..... 
Church Gardens, Smith ...... 
Common Sense Blackout, 

RODEN ESi Nepales a iatate) et alkots much sh ofeue 
Democracy and Religion, 

Paterson 359, 404, 449, 505, 
Evangelism, What About, 

FL ENGEV SOM e.t vanctviel eeraishoy eee 
Expository Preaching, 

UL CR CVSON: as Actes ok elo: 
Faith Is Power, Hagedorn .... 
Fear, Defeating, Weist ....... 
Fear Not, Rasmussen ........ 
Filmslides, Lewis 
Films Serve Church, Farber .. 


Accordion DOOrsi cies se)eleleiiele 
Addressing Machine ......... 
Adhesive that Seals .......... 


American Creed 

America’s Choice 
AMniversablesyscr.clecmeiae vein 
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Armistice Day ..... 239, 564, 
Army Morale, Marshall ...... 
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Bulletin Board 249, 253, 309, 
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Business and Prayer ........ 
Calling All Americans ....... 
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Sunday School’ Teachers 271, 


286, 
Temptation ieee capensis oe cus 
Time Bombs, Hagedorn ..... 
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Vacations 330, 364, 378, 413, 
Vesper Service) i. ..52.05-0 
Visual Aids .... 461, 462, 477, 


483, 546, 

Visual Education 63, 72, 254, 
369, 407, 414, 461, 462, 
Volunteer Leaders 70, 123, 125, 
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FEATURE ARTICLES 


Funeral Address, Van Garrett. . 
Garments of Redeemed, 
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Good Mimeographing, Robbins 
Grace Before Meals ......... 
Guests of The Lamb, Paterson 
How I Believe, White ........ 
Internal Shock Absorbers, Urch 
John and Mary ..... QELS; 


Let The Church Speak, Leedy. . 
Light of Hope, R. C. Helfen- 
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Minister and His Reading, 
Hulen 
Modern Psychology, Hammons 
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Pastor and Social Worker, Smith 
Permanency in the Ministry, 
WO0d ctr ota cn ere ate 
Personal Evangelism, A Pastor 
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130, 133, 136, 165, 185, 

499, 503, 

War and the Christian 46, 60,| 
73, 133, 156, 179, 239, 

279, 299, 304,| 
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Week of Prayer .....0+ 1: | 
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Perspective, Wirt .......-++<m 
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Worried Husband ........... 
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Church Marches On ......... 
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Expiration Notices =<)... 105 
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Sermon Study and Plagiarism.. 134 
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